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Pratarme

»,Atminties biuras” — viena i§ ,Kaunas 2022“ programy, skirta
pazadinti daugiataute miesto atmintj, tyrinéti jo DNR, o kartu
geriau pazinti save pacius.

Programa kilo i§ noro kalbéti apie visus — Sviesius ir tamsius
— Kauno istorijos puslapius. Ji gimé suvokus, kad tukstanciy
miestiecCiy, €ia gyvenusiy ir klrusiy savo ateities planus, Siandien
mieste neberasime. Kartu su jais amziams iSnyko dalis Kauno
tapatybés. Kita dalis — kartu su iS Cia iSpléStais atsiminimais —
iSsibarste po skirtingus pasaulio kampelius — Jungtines Valstijas,
Izraelj, Piety Afrika, Jungtine Karalyste, Lenkija...

Jenny Kagan paroda ,IS tamsos® kaip ir kitos programos
iniciatyvos, yra bandymas j §j miestg sugrazinti masy pirmtaky —
jvairiy tautybiy kauniecCiy — likimus ir istorijas. Priminti pasiekimus
ir indelj ty, i$ kuriy Kauna paveldéjome.

Menininké, kauniegiy Juozapo Kagano ir Margaritos Stromaités
dukra Jenny Kagan uzaugo Jungtinéje Karalystéje, apsupta
pasakojimy apie prieskario ir karo mety Lietuva. Parodoje ji
pasakoja nepaprasta savo tévy iSgyvenimo Kaune Holokausto
metais istorija. Istorija, kuri Siandieninio karo akivaizdoje regisi dar
artimesneé ir aktualesné. Ji kelia klausima apie mUsy pasirinkimus
— deja, ne tariamuoju, o esamuoju laiku.

Kaip elgiuosi as, pasibeldus karui? Ar pasirenku kaire, ar deSine?
Jei privalau, j kurig puse siunciu kitg? Ar atidarau duris tam,
kurj persekioja? Ar uzmerkiu akis ir lieku pasyvus stebetojas?..
Tikimés, kad parodoje kiekvienas ras savo atsakyma.

,Kaunas — Europos kultiros sostiné 2022“
programos ,Atminties biuras” komanda
Daiva Price ir Justina Petrulionyté-Saboniené

Foreword

“Memory Office” is one of the “Kaunas 2022" programmes aimed
at learning about the city’'s multiethnic memory, exploring its DNA,
and at the same time getting to know ourselves better.

The programme was born out of a desire to talk about all the pages
of Kaunas' history, both light and dark. It grew from the realisation
that thousands of citizens who lived here and planned their future
here are no longer among us. Along with them, a part of Kaunas’
identity has disappeared forever. The other part — along with the
memories that were torn from here — has scattered to different
parts of the world — the United States, Israel, South Africa, the
United Kingdom, Poland...

Jenny Kagan'’s exhibition “Out of Darkness”, like the other initiatives
of the programme, is an attempt to bring back to this city the fates
and stories of our predecessors — the Kaunasians of different
ethnicities. To recall the achievements and contributions of those
from whom we inherited Kaunas.

Jenny Kagan, the artist, daughter of Kaunasians Joseph Kagan
and Margaret Shtrom grew up in the UK surrounded by stories
of pre-war and wartime Lithuania. In this exhibition, she tells the
extraordinary story of her parents’ survival in Kaunas during the
Holocaust. A story that seems even closer and more relevant to
us in the face of today’s war. It raises the question of our choices
— unfortunately, not in the abstract sense, but in the present tense.

What do | do when war comes? Do | choose left or right? If | must,
which side do | send the other to? Do | open the door to the one
who is being persecuted? Do | close my eyes and remain a passive
observer? We hope that everyone will find their own answer in this
exhibition.

The team of “Memory Office” programme
Daiva Price & Justina Petrulionyté-Saboniené
Kaunas — European Capital of Culture 2022



Ivadas

Mano kelioné su projektu ,IS tamsos” prasidéjo 2007 m. 20 mety
pradéjau studijuoti braizyba. llgai planavau papasakoti savo tévy
istorijg, todel kaip vieng savo projekty nusprendziau kartu su mama
nubraizyti ,déze" Visg gyvenima buvau girdéjusi pasakojimus apie
,deze" ir zinojau, kad bltent joje radosi mano Seimos esme. TacCiau,
nors aiskiai suvokiau emocine dezes reikSme, niekada nebuvau tikra
del jos fizinés formos. Vaikystéje jsivaizduodavau ja esant Zaisly
dézés dydzio, o suaugusios vaizduotéje ji buvo kaip ankstas butas.
Turéjau mazai supratimo, kuris variantas arciau tiesos.

Mano mama susidomeéjo idé€ja ir pasiryzo iSSukiui. Kelias savaites
kriau piesinius, kalbéjomes, ji taise. Bet déze vis tiek kazkodel liko
nepasiekiama. Nuo bréziniy peréjau prie makety, bet, nors buvau
jgudusi jsivaizduoti daiktus pagal mastelj, mamai tai buvo svetima
kalba. Nors ji laisvai kalbéjo bent devyniomis kalbomis, maketo kalba
nebuvo viena i$ jy. Taigi galiausiai, jai padedant, a8 sukonstravau
tikrg déze.

Po jos mirties 2011 m. radau tévo rasytg dézés aprasyma. Nepaisant
musy tiksliai apgalvotos rekonstrukcijos, jo nurodyti matmenys
nesutapo su mausiskiais. Ir taip Sios kelios dézes versijos tapo
karinio ,IS tamsos® — ne istorijos, 0o atminties délionés — Saknimis.
Net ,laiko juostos” Cia nepretenduoja j istorinj tiksluma — greiciau
jos yra mano bandymas iSsiaiSkinti sasajas ir istorijos fragmentus
sunerti j platesnj konteksta.

Visi zodziai Sioje knygoje yra mano, iSskyrus tévo laiSkus. Istorijos yra
ju. Mano mama visada norejo rasti blda savo istorijg perteikti taip,
kad tai nebuty paprastas linijinis pasakojimas. Per savo gyvenima
neradusi tokio budo, ji man paliko pasakojimus ir viltj, kad jos istorija
pergyvens ja pacia. Ji niekada nebuaty jsivaizdavusi, kad §i istorija
sugri$ namo j Kauna. Bet zinau — mama dziaugtysi dél to, kad ji Cia
rado savo vieta. Ir ratas kazkaip uzsidare.

Jenny Kagan
2022, rugpjutis

Introduction

My journey with Out of Darkness began in 2007. After 20 years
working as a theatre lighting designer | was looking for a new
challenge and embarked on a degree in drawing. | had a long term
plan to tell my parents’ story and so as one of my projects | decided
to make a drawing of ‘the box’ together with my mother. | had heard
stories of ‘the box’ all my life, and | knew that it was in this box that
the essence of my family had been founded. Yet while | had clear
insight into the emotional significance, | had never been certain of
the physical reality. My childhood imagination had made it the size
of a toy box, my adult imaginings conjured up a cramped apartment;
| had little sense of which was closer to the truth.

My Mum was intrigued by the idea and up for the challenge. Over the
course of several weeks, | made drawings, we had conversations,
she made corrections; but it still somehow remained tantalisingly
out of reach. | moved from drawings to scale models, but although
| was literate in imagining objects at scale, to her it was a foreign
language;and while she was fluentinat least nine spoken languages,
the language of the scale model was not one of them. And so finally,
with her guidance, | built the box for real.

After she died in 2011 | found my father’s written description of
the box. Despite our forensic reconstruction, his dimensions were
not the same, and so these multiple versions of the box became
the root of Out of Darkness — a work not of history, but a piecing
together of memory. Even the ‘timelines’ make no claim to historical
accuracy are but are my attempt to work out the connections and
knit together the scraps of story into the wider context.

The words in this book are all mine, with the exception of the letters
from my Father. The stories are theirs. My Mum always wanted to
find a format to tell her story that was not a simple linear narrative.
Having not found the language in her lifetime she left me a legacy
of hope and the materials to make the story out live her. She would
never have imagined that the story would have come home to
Kaunas, but | know she would be delighted that the story had found
its place here, and the circle was somehow completed.

Jenny Kagan
August 2022
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Pasakos pries miega

Tai va, tdnome mes ten visi trys, kiaurg
dieng uZdaryti toje dezeéje — ji rankomis,
tiesiai man prie$ veida, pavaizduoja déze.
Kaip sakiau, gulime ten mudu su tavo teciu
viens Salia kito, o mociuté — prie madsy
kojy — va taip — ekstravagantiSkas platus
rankos mostas.

O dienos metu reikia guléti tykiai tykiai,
nes bijome, kad kas isgirs triukémaq ir
atskubés— ji pirStais perbéga mano kojyte
pakutendama kelius — aiskintis, kas gi Cia
vyksta. Bet tikrieji nuotykiai prasidedavo,
atéjusnakciai. Tikknepamanyk,kadnuotykiai
— tai kokie nors nepaprasti jaudinantys
jvykiai, nutinkantys pasakojimuose apie
riterius ir damas. Ne, nuotykiai muasy
laukdavo paciose kasdieniskiausiose
situacijose, apie kurias niekada net
nepagalvotum, kad jos galety buati kuo
nors ypatingos. O ismeginimai, kuriuos
mums reikejo jveikti, buvo tokie pat sunkus
kaip nugaléti slibing ar isvaduoti karalaite.

Jau Zinai, kad ten buvo Zmoniy, kurie buvo
pavojingi, todel mes ir slepemeés, bet masy
mazajame pasaulélyje gresmingiausias
i$ visy buvo naktinis sargas. O kas gi
buvo didziausias masy priesas? Nesunku
atsakyti.. ,Sargo suo!* Sargo Suo buvo
mano megstamiausias personazas.
Melsdavau mamos papasakoti apie sargo
Sunj, kaip kad kiti vaikai praSydavo pasaky
apie bauba. Teisingai. Nebuvo jis didZiulis
ar baisus suva, neturéjo dideliy nasry,
buvo jis tik mazas terjeras, ne didesnis
uzZ baty dezute, taciau kai jis imdavo loti
— ji papurto galva — girdedavosi uz myliy.
Jo pareiga buvo dorotis su Ziurkemis ir
sergéti, kad niekas nejsibrauty vidun.
Menkiausig krebzZdes;j iSgirdes jis imdavo
skalyti, o tai buvo Zenklas naktiniam sargui

Zenia ir Mara
1928

ateiti ir patikrinti, kas vyksta.

Naktj liejykloje keistai tylu — jai mosteléjus
ranka, abi sulaikome kvapa ir klausomeés
tylos — ir staiga — ,Tratatata® — tai, kaip
ji pamégdzioja terjerg, labiau primena
kulkosvaidj nei Suns lojimg — netiketai jis
ima skalyti. Mano koSmaruose tas Sunékas
vis dar skalija, net ir dabar.

DidzZiausi nuotykiai masy lauké kaskart, kai
tekdavo atsinesti vandens. Ciaupas buvo
tik vienas ir kitame pastato gale — toliau
nei masy Siltnamis, i8girdus uzuoming, as
pazidriu pro langg (prie namy turéjome
didziulj sodg). Norint pasiekti ciaupag,
pirmiausia reikejo pereiti tiek, kiek per
svetaine, o tada - didZiaisiais laiptais

So there we were, the three of us, cooped up
all day in the box - she makes the shape of a
box with her hands, right in front of my face.
Like I've told you before, there was your father
and me lying side by side, and grandma
lying like so - an extravagant sweeping hand
gesture - at our feet.

And during the day we had to lie very very
still, because we were afraid that someone
would hear a noise and come running — her
fingers run up my leg and tickle my knees -
to find out what it was all about. But when
the night time came, that was when the
adventures really started. You might think
adventures are exciting things, with knights

Jenny & Mara

1968

Bedtime Stories

and damsels, but our adventures were
around the most every day kind of things,
things that you wouldn'’t ever imagine could
be adventures, but for us they were as big a
challenge as slaying a dragon, or rescuing a
princess.

Now you know that there were some
dangerous people out there, that is why
we were in hiding, but in our little world
the most dangerous person of all was the
night watchman. And who was our ultimate
nemesis? That was an easy one.. “The
watchman’s dog!” The watchman’'s dog was
my favourite character. I'd beg for stories of
the watchman’s dog the way other children
begged for the stories of the bogeyman.
That'’s right. He wasn’t a big scary dog with
huge teeth, he was just a little terrier, no
bigger than a shoe box, but when he started
barking — she shakes her head - he could
be heard for miles. His job was to keep the
rats under control and to keep watch for
intruders. Anything might set him off and
that was a cue for the night watchmen to
come and see what was going on.

The foundry at night is strangely silent —
she gestures with her hands and we both
stop and listen for the silence — then -
“Rararararara”™ her impression of a terrier
sounds more like a machine gun than a dog
— Suddenly he is shouting like this. | still have
nightmares about that little dog, even today.

Our main regular adventure was fetching
water. There was one tap and it was right at
the other end of the building - even further
away than our greenhouse - | look out of the
window (we had a huge garden) bang on cue.
To get to the tap we first had to cross the
length of the underdrawing, then down the

M
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Zemyn. Buvo labai tamsu, tad éjome labai
labai letai — va taip. Jos pirstai kaip dvikojis
voras |étaiir atsargiai roplinéja mano lovytés
krasteliu. Tada Zemyn didZiaisiais laiptais ir
J liejyklg. Ménulio sviesoje masinos atrodo
kaip milZiniskos mieganéios metalinés
pabaisos — keistos ir galingos, galincios
bet kurig akimirkg atgytiir uZpulti. Be to, jos
dar ir kalbasi tarpusavyje. Sios metalinés
kalbanCios pabaisos man baisesnés
uz skalijantj Sunj.. ar pavojy kelian¢ius
Zmones. Ligjiniai vesdami skilineja ir poksi
kaip sratinis Sautuvas. Mes tai Zinome, bet
kaskart iSgirdus tg garsg masuy Sirdys ima
plakti grei¢iau.

Jurgis ir Mara
1928

Pagaliau  pasiekiome  ciaupqg. Net
nepagalvotum, kokj triuksmq gali sukelti
is ¢iaupo lasantis vanduo, kai atsitrenkia
J metalinj kibirg. Mums tai skambéjo kaip
stukt (j lovos kojg) garsiausias pasaulyje
taukst bagnas bumbt (j galvigalio lenta).
Uztrukome istisg amzinybe, kol pripildéme
kibirg,  kiekvieng laso  tekstelejimag

girdedami taip pat aiskiai kaip ir savo
besidauzancias Sirdis. Bet tavo tétis tikras
gudruolis. Ji, kaip visad, nepraleis progos
priminti man 8ig akivaizdzig, savaime
suprantama tiesa. Jis sumojo, kad ciaupg
apvynioje  ranksluosciu, prislopintume
triukSmq. Vadinas, kibirg pripildytume
daug greiciau ir tyliau. Tokia smulkmena,
tokia paprasta idéja. Bet tu juk Zinai,
kad tai pakeité musy gyvenimaq. Kartais
maziausia smulkmena bdna... akimirkai ji
nutolsta. Palie€iu jos ranka ir ji sugrjzta.

Na va, dabar jau turime pilng kibirg
vandens ir metas grizti j virsy. Bet juk
negalime tiesiog taip paprastai eiti, ar
ne? Purtau galva, kol ji Siek tiek apsvaigsta.
Negalim, nes ant liejyklos grindy
pribarstyta smélio. Jei eisim paprastai,
smeélyje paliksim pedas. Taigi, kaip mums
tada eiti? ,Atbulom!”. Taip, repeckomis
ir paslepiant savo péedsakus — ji iSlygina
ranka patalynés rauksles — Stai taip. Gal
pabandome kartu? Nelaukdama antro
kvietimo, Soku i§ lovos ir prisijungiu prie
jos ant grindy. Kartu ropojam atbulomis,
lygindamos jsivaizduojama smélj ant kilimo,
kol galiausiai atsitrenkiam j sieng. — AS
suklykiu. S885... Jos akyse blyksnis, kurio a8
neatpazjstu, paskui — Sypsnys. Gal kvailai
nuskambes, bet as kartais nerimauju, kad
gyvenimasjums bus PERlengvas. Nevisada
ir ne viska suprantu, kg ji man pasakoja, bet
as tai prisimenu. O dabar, mazoji panelyt,
atgal j lovqg ir gesinam Sviesas.

Tokia buvo pasaka, kurig man sekdavo pries
miega. Sekdavo ir sekdavo. O dabar atéjo
mano eilé pasakoti.

big staircase. It was so very dark and so we
went very very slowly - like so. Her fingers
‘walk’ like a two legged spider slowly and
carefully along the edge of my bed. Then it’s
down the big staircase and into the foundry.
In the moonlight the machines look like giant
sleeping metal monsters - strange and
powerful —you canimagine they might come
to life and start to dance at any moment. And
they speak to each other. 'm more afraid of
the metal monsters that speak than the dog
that barks.. or the dangerous people. As the
castings cool they splinter and crack - like a
shotgun. We know it - but every time it makes
our hearts beat faster.

Finally we reach the tap. You can't begin
to imagine how much noise a drip of water
from a tap can make hitting a metal bucket.
To us it sounded like Tap (on the bedpost)
the loudest drum Tap in the world Bang (on
the headboard). It took an age to fill a bucket
and every drip sounded as loud as our heart
beating in our ears. But your Dad was very
clever. As always she takes the opportunity
to remind me of this blindingly obvious fact.
He worked out that if we wrapped a towel
round the tap it would muffle the noise. That
meant we could fill the bucket much more
quickly and quietly. It was such a little thing,
such a simple idea. But you know it changed
our lives. Sometimes it's the smallest things..
I've lost her for a moment. | touch her hand,
and she’s back.

So now we have the bucket full of water and
it's time to go back upstairs. But we can't just
walk can we? | shake my head until | feel a
bit dizzy. No. Because the foundry floor was
covered with sand. If we just walked then
we would leave footprints in the sand. So
how do we have to walk? “Backwards!”. Yes
on our hands and knees, covering up our

footsteps - she smoothes out the wrinkles
in the bedclothes - like so, as we go. Shall
we do it together? | don't need a second
invitation to escape the confines of the
bed and join her on the floor. Together we
reverse across the bedroom floor on hands
and knees, smoothing out the imaginary
sand that covers the carpet, until finally we
go bump - into the wall. | shriek. Shhhhhh...
A flicker in her eyes that | don’t recognise,
then a smile. “It sounds crazy but sometimes
I worry that life will be TOO easy for you.“ |
don't always understand everything she tells
me - but | remember it. “Now back into bed
and lights out young lady.*

This was my bedtime story, told and re-told.
Now it's my turn to tell the story.

Joseph & Jenny
1967
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st v c/ar namal - Ja@; /aé{‘au el )(/ QAUNGS. Or, Einoma, fa/‘ we/a, bur
J'/ec/u su e }b/r}ng/éar’/ susiko. hp"fsma@}m, /éa/}b per }baséufmg musy,
keliong ter éjome Olwerpleta. i mateme Sydy suolivkus' - ant
4 fumjo sedet; Sydac Jr rors muims bar@f/ééd'o o lackylis - Jwé mes
//efuufa{;/ - ]D)”/S/angbu, laa/ viese Ja}nonsﬁ/"ajwfa/ ant L/z,g afsfséa/o}ne.

1939 m. s/;a//'o 26 c/, /é@fl//)’/ac/fan/'s
£ anlig ramo mane sustabde ﬁz}ns/gb/awé/'s S/ég/é@'/@/as dsentelimenas
r }nam/a;/‘a/ rusiéhal }ba/é/aus@'.‘ fataw, ar doa///@ mar }bosaév//; ,éa/)b
nueds ¢ Raving Monda'?" A< /a/}b /xef )fnam/affa/' jam /;aa/'s“/é/bau %
}busya/am/éifo ~ shkambutis ¢ duris - i $far Tos }ba/s poras. jau ant
mixsty s/@)?,éfcv*/'a /V@/ura;/'au Ja%/o laiko rustedt], res s }ba/é/ausé: "Hr
tar por(os Stromienes namal? Z{;D "Aé esu /foéar'/as Boranovsh s,
jos }busém/fs & Uniaus.” Hé apte ret nebuvau f/rc/édus/,‘ o mama. jo
nematt a/aoéoe(; }n@f% @aay é}nomzé c/é/apglofasz,‘ bad %/mus vel! }br/'/é/auso
A etwai Jetis sako: "Kokia }bmsho@' a?au//' W}?% bai Mashva yra

miasy?”

/93 . s/;a/?'o 3/ c/, abﬁ"ac/fa}?/'s
ffaé‘oa A_ etwos o%@}'”@;/'@ }baS/rac/o rusy bariai  Atrodo, kad musy masa
salis yra }naéz’//fs abf@/as, ‘(sﬁ”éozgs /ar}b )’auc/ODOJO r rm/oJ'o velno.

Homa o tetis }76;&/?‘ susdart, Auris 4 pavojmoesns. /754};46, E(noma,
a/'sﬁ’mfaf retendia som‘@@ /etis c/a&g,o labrau éyo Volé/eé/zé Standier
/‘s;wrc/au oneldoty UL $; karg afsa,émdof dyicatinmbal ir Sydac’ ‘Kode!
dvicatinimbal?” Kode! éz’)/Ja/?" Cha cha chal)

= (933 m. /gb/ér/'cv*/'o [ J, tresadients
Standier mokyklo vje letuwiy Ralbos diftarto }bmjv os. Masy mokyto ja
atidave uSduot] - of ja aflikau Tikrac gerag ir i Aloser pasake:

" s, W&rfaf/e’s, /ur@’ﬁé batr f@a/a X 54/' Lurios @ J&s% lietuwvadtes, pavo
}bms/esmus /jaéz’)/}n/us »el Wagaﬂ/a Stromade." Aé buwau éokiruota -
ano //@/uwzé kalba re /Jrasfesn@' »el /éf/% &, }bas,éu/' su)bmfau - /a/}b
atsilibo del! 7, bad esu éz’ya/@'/ g bora;/'o /Jasa,é)/f tar /éa/)b ,éo}rp/?ho@b/@,
bet s s/éahoééd'o labar keistar Namuose su Tesin visada Aalbames
lietuiéhar /754};4&, E(noma, Pr/}n)/ff?ba/' m/‘,éa/aud'a rusy arda Vo;é/&é/zé
kalbos (r daSnar sako " Nustoh Ralbeti ta barbariéba /éa/éa”, bal pree
}b/‘aﬁé stalo kalbawe letwihar 1o Tiek }na/zé JO s dar { (//‘s/ég, bas

lietwiha, Siare & aukito.
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Mara § Friends 1935
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/‘—r/'c/a)/ /%y 194, 1334
A new verture /or 2. We wil! own a cinema called Tasaka 77's
not bulf yet but D've seer He }O/a»s - looks s}o/@m/fc[ Ma Hinks o
(s crazy - 12 Binks o will be arn adverture. As always, Ae s more
concerned w ik //fé é@m; /nféresﬁ»f Han » éw/c//»f a /orﬁm@. On e
way To Berln last year we were warﬁhf /or our [st closs rad carriage
wher 7‘?}0&2 ,00/»/@6/ % a very well turned oul ;a»//e}mn /urf/(er down He
}b/a//orho. "Can you see M 5@;41/%0}7 wa/f?b; /or Ais 3rd class carrigge?
Now kad ) beer as /mga/ and economically conscious as . §e;a/§0»
maybe ) would have been as rick as Aom. Bul you know we are Ae
lucky omes. We may not Aave Ais /or/u»e bu Vwm sure well ex joy our
journey /ar more Thar He fefa/fsons will Beis.”  "That Mara" Ae said
" real weal/\’

Monday May nd 193
A_ast »épK/ 12 ook we 1o see The opening same 0/ Ae basketbal!
C//\ah4}(3/'0?7$/<1}b§ » e rew s}borffs hal! Jost e two 0/ us. A_duania vs
A_atvia and we won - Awrrak So wany }oeolo/@ - seemed like e whole
0/ Kauras was Here. 0/ course ) wanted A duania to win and ye/
” s}br/e o/ Aat ) /@// totally ashamed Whenever e A atyians fo/ He
bal! e whole stadiom em,o/@c/ » boos and Kisses - w/{y 77\@)/ w ould
o Rat'? Bul o The end we won éy one }bomf so @xcrﬁ»f ~and )
couldn't /<@40 cK@er/b;.

Monday October 67k 933
Haven't writen /or ages - so ek Kgopc»/»f. D ﬂ»a/(y back af
school - but schoo! s not Ke same. Rere are so many new 09/}'/% Here,
wostly re/age@s ﬂ’om oland //e@z»f /fo)’n Hler, Sua/a/@»{j/ D am rot Ke
only ew, and )/@/ /K@y seem very /ar@gm " o me. s hard 1o believe
some of the stores they ll us aboud what s Wﬁ/»f o Jws »
@er}na»)/ and 1oland Mawma stil! nsists Rat @erméw)/ i the most cwiised
}b/ac@ on ecarth. A least //@/ are sa/e here » A dluania

[hwrsday October %A 1931
e house s full of talk of war. fa and ki J'our»a//'s/ friend sat for
absolutely fours pouring over a map of Kurope. Hey think the Molotov
Ribbentrop pact capnot lest and that war between Germany and e
USSR " meviable’.  So strange o hink of Berlin af war. for Mama

Z s st Koma - So hmc/( more so //(a» )‘( aunas - abc/ 0/ course o s
where she and 7%0& //rs/ wetl ) remember on our last ﬁ"/}b Here Fomg
% O/?V@r}o/aféz and seeng Ae Judenberken - e benches where Jews are
suppasa/ % sit We didn't kave 1o abide - because we are aC///{ua»/'a»/
but we c/@)’nonsff'a/m@[y sal c/own or fxos@ é&»c(&s.

%)’Scfa}/ October 264 1934
A/a/émdo Koma /06/&)/ 7 @ as s/oﬁbac/ é)/ a c/arxé /\a/mc/ é&/{a//@zf f@n//@)'nan
who asked me politely, » Russian, "Vease can you el me e way
% ca/@ Monica” 7 @x}b/amaf 200//‘/@4/ how Ae could f@/ Here. /’/a// a»
Aour later - a ring af our door-bel! - and lo and befold He very same
;a»/ 5 on our c/oors/%o. D didn't /éam any time To be bew ddered He
ashed Vs Hat e Aome 0/ Mrs Stromiene?” "It " "7 am /foéerf/
Boranovski ker cousin %foho Vtna" D'd rever ever Acard 0/ Aim and
Mo fadn't seen Aim /or years. Aots 0/ }oea]o/a are thriled Kat Vinius
belongs 1o A dvania a9ain. Ta says, "What's The port of Raving Ulnius

back when Moscow s ours?”

Juesday October 3ls? (931
Suddenty Hhere are Russan solders on A dkuaran sod. 7 feels lifke
our lifle country s a Tiny angel/ ff’cy}oa/ between e red dvid and
//{6 brown. /%ahoa am/ 7%0& cannot cy?rae or w/<1c/< c/@w/ s /Kﬂ most
c/ab;@mus. /%ahoa Ka/@s //{@ Soviets w r/K Q }bassfon 0/ CoUrse. 7%0& /wrs
He Germans muck more. A Jaé@ 7 heard today. /& cyclists and He
ws are res}bansré/a /or Ais war” A//y He cyclists?" A/K)/ He Jews?'
(Ha ha Aaf)

A/@L/msa/ay Novemdber [st, 1939
A dBuaniarn dictation exercise i» schoo! today. Owr teacker Kanded back
He asséonhoa»/ and )'d dove really well and she said 7o e class
"}/ou dO/'r/% $/<0L</c/ é& asKa)*nec/ 0/ yoarsa/ues.dfoho@ 0/ you X,/Mm‘a»
;ﬁ’fg Aave JOO/ worse marks Thar /%e)yar@/@ Stromadt’ ) was shocked
-y A Avaniar s as dOom/ as a?voyémg/’s - and Her 9 realised o
was because 9 W as (Ew/'s/\/ f/\e weant?  as a co)*n}b/?ho@nf,/ bud o was
rea/(y w@frc{ 9 a/zda)/s s}bealé pC/‘//(mm‘a» af Ko)*n@ ) r/K 7%042. /”a}'na 0/
course nsiste on Russian or German and o/fa» says NG s}bealémf At
bardaric language’ when we s}beaé A Avanian af fe diprer table. ke
Tl looks down her nose af W@Gﬁ//(f??; A Auwanian, a//ar ol Hese years.
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Trumpametrazis filmas
Scenarijaus autoreé
Jenny Kagan
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Juozapo Kagano
istorijomis

Juozapas Kaganas
Joseph Kagan
1915—-1995
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Border Crossing

A short film
Screenplay by
Jenny Kagan

Based on stories
told by
Joseph Kagan
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EKRANE PALAIPSNIUI ISRYSKEJA VAIZDAS

PATALPOS VIDUJE. KAGANU BUTAS — KAUNAS — VAKARAS. 1939 M.
RUGPJUTIS

Butas apstatytas prabrangiai, bet visiSkai be skonio. TEVAS,
smulkaus sudéjimo, pedantiskai valyvas, grazZiai apsirenges,
uzdega Sabo Zvakes ir sumurma palaiminima. MOTINA, aiskiai
matyt, kad retai besiSypsanti moteris, i stalg atneSa du
dubenélius sriubos ir TEVAS atsiséda. JUOZAPAS jvirsta pro
miegamojo duris. Jis nestambus, kaip ir tévas — bet ties
tuo panaSumas ir baigiasi. Siek tiek Zvairokas, iSdidesnés
laikysenos, jis spinduliuoja energija, kuri nesiderina su Sia
rimtai ramia scena.

JUOZAPAS
Manes nelaukit. Gali bat,
kad grisiu vélai.

TEVAS susiZvalgo su MOTINA, nieko nesako ir stebi, kaip JUOZAS
isSeina, paskui save uztrenkdamas duris. Tada is léto paima
SaukSta, pasemia sriubos, atsargiai jg papuc¢ia ir neskubom
pakelia prie burnos. Jie valgo tylédami, girdisi tik, kaip
SaukStai grando plonojo kaulinio porceliano indus.

PATALPOS VIDUJE. KAVINE, NAKTIS, KAUNAS. 1939 M. LAPKRITIS

Surmulys, pilnas dimy ir tauskaly. Mezonine keturi vyrai jinike
losSia korty partijga. JUOZAPAS, atsisédes ant kédés atramos
rankoms, linksmina kompanijos drauguZes, sédinc¢ias prie kito
stalo. Jo balso nesigirdi bendrame klegesyje, bet merginos
gaudo kiekvieng jo zodji. Jis pabaigia savo pasakojamg istorija:

JUOZAPAS
- taigi pasakiau: ~Téve,
atsiprasau, bet nezinojau, kad
turi tiesiogine telefono 1linija
su dievu”.

Merginos juokiasi, bet Juozapo démesji staiga patraukia auksSta
blondiné, stovinti nugara i ji, bare apac¢ioj. Jis nudreifuoja
tarsi srovés pagautas prie turékly ir pazZvelgia Zemyn i ja...

INTARPAS, NUKELIANTIS I PRAEITI:
#
PATALPOS VIDUJE. MOKYKLA VOKIETIJOJE, DIENA
Grazia vasaros dieng trylikametis JUOZAPAS sédi ant mokyklinio
suolo prie atviro lango, Salia jo — apleista krtva vokieciy
kalbos vadovéliy. Ismeiges 2zvilgsni i takeli po langu, jis
Zzaidzia su popieriniu 1léktuvéliu, aiskiai kaZko laukdamas.

=

—

FADE IN

INT. KAGAN APARTMENT — KAUNAS — EVENING. AUGUST 1939

The apartment is expensively furnished but utterly lacking in
style. FATHER, small neat, precisely groomed, is lighting the
Shabbat candles and murmurs the blessing. MOTHER, evidently a
woman who rarely smiles, brings two bowls of soup to the table
and FATHER sits. JOSEPH tumbles from a bedroom beyond. He is
slight, 1like his father — but there the resemblance ends.
A slight cast in his eye, a bigger swagger in his step, he
exudes an energy at odds with the sedate scene.

JOSEPH
Don’t wait up for me. I may be
home late.

FATHER exchanges a look with MOTHER, says nothing, and watches
JOSEPH'’S retreating back until the door slams behind him. He
then deliberately picks up his spoon, takes a spoonful of
soup, carefully blows on it and raises it slowly to his mouth.
They eat in silence, the sound of their spoons scraping on fine
bone china.

INT, CAFE, NIGHT, KAUNAS NOVEMBER 1939

Bustling, filled with smoke and chatter. On a mezzanine level,
four men are intent on their poker game. JOSEPH perched on
the arm of a chair, entertains their female companions at the
next table. His voice can’t be heard above the general hubbub,
but the girls are hanging on his every word. He reaches the
punch-line:

JOSEPH
...s0 I said, I'm sorry father. I
didn’t know you had a direct line
to the lord.

The girls laugh but Joseph’s attention is suddenly caught by a
tall blonde, standing with her back to him, at the bar below.
He drifts over to the hand rail and looks down at her..

FLASHBACK TO:

INT. GERMAN BOARDING SCHOOL, DAY

A 13 year old JOSEPH sits on a school desk at an open window®
on a bright summer day, at his side a neglected pile of school
books in German. His gaze is fixed on the ground below and he
toys with a paper airplane, evidently waiting. Suddenly he
jumps up and leans out of the window. The camera looking over
his shoulder finds a stunning blonde girl below - not unlike
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Staiga pasSoka ir persisveria per langa. Kamera seka paskui ji ir
apac¢ioje matome pritrenkiancig blondine (mazZai besiskirianciag

nuo tos, kuri ka tik patrauké JUOZAPO démesji bare) — ji
pamojuoja sveikindamasi. Jis paleidzia jos pusén léktuveélij,
kuris nusileidzia tiesiai jai po kojuy - akivaizdu, kad tai

gerai isStobulintas triukas. Ji iSlanksto popierinji léktuveélj,
o kamera pritraukia vaizda — ant lapelio parasyta:

+Ar padarytuméte man garbe susitikdama su manimi rytoj 3 val.
ant suoliuko Salia paminklo. AmZzinai Jasy, Juozapas.*”

Ji tik nezymiai linkteli galva, parodydama, kad sutinka,
ir nusisuka, ne taip greitai, kad paslépty Sypseng. Jai
nueinant, JUOZAPAS pasiunc¢ia oro buéini} tada nusileidzia
Zzemyn ant keliy, kad jo nesimatyty, ir iSkelia rankag aukstyn
saliutuodamas pergale.

LAUKE. PARKAS, DIENA

JUOZAPAS nekantriai laukia ant suoliuko, kuris atrodo mazesnis
milziniSkos roziy puokstés fone. Tarsi iS§ niekur isdygsta
mergina. Jis susijaudines pasSoka, bet kojoms palietus ZzZemeg,
jo svajoniy pasaulis dGzta j Sipulius. Jo tgis - metras
Sesiasdesimt, o jos — daugiau nei metras asStuoniasdesimt. Jis
zvelgia aukstyn i jg - ji Zvelgia Zemyn j ji. Jo veidas toks
pat raudonas kaip ir roziy, kurias laiko rankose.

BLONDINE
(pasilenkdama virs jo veikiau
kaip auklé virs mazo vaiko, o ne
kaip mylimoji)

Ar jos man? Zinote, jas tikrai

zavus.

O tada ji motiniSkai paksSteli jam j skruostg, taip sudauzydama
paauglio sirdj.

PATALPOS VIDUJE. MOKYKLA VOKIETIJOJE, DIENA

JUOZAPAS sédi prie to paties mokyklinio suolo kaip ir anksc¢iau.
Atrodo, kad jis mokosi, tac¢iau atidziau jisizZitréjus, matyti, kad
savo pratyby sasiuvinyje jis paslépes zurnalg su tokia reklama:

KAIP PAUGETI — stebinantis atradimas, padarysiantis
revoliucija ir pakeisiantis Zmonijos fizine bikle

1"'VI-\IZDI-} PALAIPSNIUI KEICIA KITAS, VEIKSMAS VYKSTA TEN PAT, PO
2 SAVAICIU

JUOZAPAS atidaro siuntini ir is dézés isStraukia suglumti
vercianti, keistg nauja prietaisg iS odiniy dirzeliy ir
skriemuliy. Atidziai studijuodamas instrukcijas, jis
sukonstruoja nesudétingus pakinktus, kuriuos prisitvirtina

=

—

the girl who has just caught JOSEPH’'s eye in the bar — she
waves a greeting. He launches his plane in her direction, it
lands with pinpoint accuracy at her feet - this is obviously a
well worn routine. She unfolds the paper plane and the camera
zooms in to read the note written inside:

“Would you do me the great honour of meeting me tomorrow at 3pm
on the bench next to the new monument. Ever yours, Joseph”.

She gives the merest incline of her head in agreement and
turns away, not quickly enough to hide her smile. JOSEPH blows
a kiss at her departing back - then sinks to his knees out of
sight before raising his arm in a victory salute.

EXT. THE PARK, DAY

JOSEPH is waiting anxiously on the bench, dwarfed by an
enormous bunch of roses. As if from nowhere the girl appears.
He leaps up excitedly but as his feet hit the ground his world
of dreams comes crashing down. He is 5’3” - she is almost 6’.
He looks up at her - she looks down at him. His face is as red
as the roses in his arms.

BLONDE GIRL
(Bending over him, more like a
nanny over a small child than a
lover)
Are these for me? You really are
adorable you know.

And then she gives him the motherly peck on the cheek that
breaks his teenage heart.

INT. GERMAN BOARDING SCHOOL, DAY

JOSEPH sits at the same desk as before. He appears to be
studying but on closer inspection he has a magazine concealed
inside his exercise book with the following advertisement:

“HOW TO GROW TALL - A Starting Discovery that Will
Revolutionize the Physical Condition of Mankind”

CROSSFADE TO SAME LOCATION, 2 WEEKS LATER

JOSEPH opens a parcel and removes a bewildering contraption
of leather straps and pulleys. Studying the instructions
carefully, he constructs a crude harness which he fastens
around his head. He takes the rope and threads it through the"
pulley which he attaches to the coat hook on the back of the
door. He brings a pile of books to the door and climbs up onto
them, attaches the harness to the rope and kicks the books
away.
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aplink galva. Paémes virve perveria jg per skriemulj, kurji
pritvirtina prie kabliuko paltui ant dury. AtsineSa kriva
knygy prie dury ir uzZlipa ant jy, pritvirtina pakinktus prie
virvés ir nuspiria knygas. Koridoriuje pasigirsta Zingsniai.
Beldimas j duris. JUOZAPAS stengiasi atsikabinti nuo kabliuko,
bet be knygy jis bejégis, ir tik pasSélusiai mostaguoja kojomis.
Dar kartg pabeldzia, o tada duris energingai atlapoja MOKYTOJA
— grieztai atrodanti vidutinio amZiaus moteris. JUOZAPAS su
trenksmu blosSkiamas ] sieng, kabliukas nultGzta ir pritrenktas
Juozapas nukrenta ant grindy.

MOKYTOJA
(susirtpinusi palinksta virs jo)
Juozapai? (8velniai papurto ji
uz peties) Juozapai?

SUGRIZUS I DABARTI:

DRAUGAS
(purtydamas ji uz peties)
Juozapai. Juozapai. Gana,

drauguZi, seile varvinti. Cia
ministro dukra Biruté. Toli grazu
ne tavo nosiai.

JUOZAPAS sSelmiskai pamerkia draugui akji, pasitaiso Svarka
ir patenkintas savimi nertGpestingai nusileidzia laiptais
merginos link.

LAUKE. PLOKSCIADUGNE VALTIS NEMUNO UPES NENDRYNUOSE, NAKTIS
Ménulio apSviesta naktis. Valtyje JUOZAPO glébyje guli BIRUTE.
Akivaizdu, kad jie kg tik pasimyléjo.

BIRUTE

Negaliu patikéti, kad mes tiesiog
,pasiskolinome” Siag valti.
Nujauciu, kad turbit esi tai dares
anksciau. JUOZAPAS JUOKIASI.
Kaip manai, kam ji priklauso?
Tikriausiai Zydui. Siais laikais
jiems viskas priklauso - nepaisant
visy komunistiniy jy pamoksly.

JUOZAPO veidu perbéga debesis.

JUOZAPAS
Tai tau nepatinka Zzydai, a?

BIRUTE
Na, argi ne taip? Juk zinai, kad
jie nenurims, kol neparduos Kauno

=
—

Footsteps in the hall. A knock on the door. JOSEPH struggles
to detach himself from the hook but without the books he is
helpless and his legs flail wildly. Repeated knocking and then
the door is flung open by the TEACHER — a stern looking middle
aged woman. JOSEPH is sent banging into the wall — the hook
breaks and he falls to the floor, stunned.

TEACHER
(Bending over him with concern)
Joseph? (Shaking him gently by
the shoulder) Joseph?

RETURN TO PRESENT:

MALE COMPANION
(Shaking him by the shoulder)
Joseph. Joseph. Put your eyes back
in your head mate. That’s Min-
ister Balutis’ daughter, Birute.
She’s way out of your league.

JOSEPH gives his friend a cheeky wink, straightens his jacket,
and sets off jauntily down the steps towards the girl.

EXT. A PUNT IN THE REEDS OF THE RIVER NIEM, NIGHT
A moonlit night. BIRUTE lies in JOSEPH'’S arms in the boat. It
is evident they have just made love.

BIRUTE

I can’'t believe we just ‘bor-
rowed’ this boat. I get the feel-
ing you might have done this be-
fore. JOSEPH LAUGHS. Who do you
think it belongs to? Probably a
Jew. They own everything these
days - despite all their Commu-
nist preaching.

A cloud crosses JOSEPH’'S face.

JOSEPH
So you don’t like Jews eh?

BIRUTE
Well do you? You know they won’t
be happy until they’ve sold Kau-
nas to Moscow.

JOSEPH
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Maskvai.

JUOZAPAS
Na, brangioji. Galbut dabar atéjo
metas pasakyti, kad jas kg tik
myléjotés su zydu.

BIRUTE
(staigiai atsiséda ir atsigrezia
i3i)
IS +tikryjy? Bet tavo plaukai
Sviests ir akys mélynos. Ir esi
kapitalistas!

JUOZAPAS
Taip, bet vis tiek esu Zzydas.

BIRUTE
(jos veido isSraiska suSvelnéja,
ji istiesia ranka ir paliec¢ia jo
veida)
Ka gi... man tu patinki.

Jie buciuojasi.

LAUKE. GATVE. VELYVA POPIETE. KAUNAS 1940 M. BIRZELIO 15D.
Per Kauna zygiuoja soviety kariai. Susirinkusi minia stebi
pagrindine gatve riedanc¢ius Sarvuotus tankus. Kai jie rieda
pro Muzikinj teatrg, minioje pamatome jauna MARA, kuri rankoje
vis dar gniauzZia ,Traviatos” programéle. Ji viena.

PATALPOS VIDUJE. KAGANU BUTAS. NAKTIS. KAUNAS 1940 M.
BIRZELIO 17D.

TEVAS sédi prie stalo ir pildo didZigja buhalterijos knyga.
Muzikag radijuje pertraukia naujieny pranesSimas. Jis liaujasi
rases ir klausosi.

RADIJO PRANESEJAS
Soviety Sgajungos reikalavimu
buvo isteigta nauja
vyriausybé. PranesSama, kad
Prezidentas Smetona ir kiti
Lietuvos Vyriausybés nariai
pabégo is Salies.

L

LAUKE. GATVE. NAKTIS. KAUNAS 1940 M. LIEPA

Tus¢ia gyvenamyjy namy gatvé pasiturinc¢iyjuy rajone. Gili
naktis. Sustoja Jjuodas sedano tipo automobilis, tai gali
btGti rusy kariné transporto priemoné. Variklis iSjungiamas
ir vairuotojas du kartus sumirksi priekiniais Zibintais -—
vienas trumpas blyksteléjimas ir vienas ilgas. Atsidaro
prieSais esanc¢io pastato durys ir isSnyra 2Zmogaus figtira.

Mira Kaganiené

Mira Kagan
1893—1965
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Well my dear. Perhaps now is the
time to tell you that you have
just made love to a Jew.

BIRUTE
(Sitting up abruptly and turning
to face him)
Really? But you have fair hair
and blue eyes. And you are a cap-
italist!

JOSEPH
Yes, but a Jew all the same.

BIRUTE
(Her face softens, she reaches
out a hand to touch his face)
Well.. I like you.

They kiss.

EXT. STREET. LATE AFTERNOON. KAUNAS JUNE 15TH 1940

Soviet troops march through Kaunas. Crowds gather to watch the
armoured tanks rolling down the main street. As they pass the
Opera House we see a young MARA in the crowd, still clutching
a programme for La Traviata. She is alone.

INT. KAGAN APARTMENT. NIGHT. KAUNAS JUNE 17TH 1940

FATHER sits at the table filling in an accounting ledger. Music
on the radio is interrupted by a news report. He stops writing
and listens

RADIO ANNOUNCER
At the request of the Soviet Un-
ion a new government has been es-
tablished. President Smetona and
other members of the Lithuanian
government are reported to have
fled the country.

EXT. A STREET. NIGHT. KAUNAS JULY 1940

A deserted residential street in a well to do area. Dead of
night. A black sedan car comes to a halt, it could be a Russian
military vehicle. The engine is turned off and the driver
flashes the headlights twice — one short flash and one long.

The door of the building opposite opens and a figure emerges. .

INT. THE BLACK SEDAN CAR. NIGHT.
JOSEPH SITS AT THE STEERING WHEEL. BIRUTE clambers into the
passenger seat.
BIRUTE
They didn’t believe me but I told
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VIDUJE. JUODAS SEDANO TIPO AUTOMOBILIS. NAKTIS.
JUOZAPAS SEDI PRIE VAIRO. BIRUTE jsirop&éia i keleivio vietg.

BIRUTE
Jie manimi netikéjo, bet as jiems
sakiau, kad tu mums padési.
Dieve, kaip sunku judéti su tais
visais drabuziais.

JUOZAPAS
0 as pamaniau, kad papilnéjai nuo
paskutinio sykio, kai matémés, nes
daug valgei, malSindama ilgesj,
taip smarkiai manes pasiilgus.

Zvilgsnis jos veide aiSkiai rodo, kad dabar ne laikas juokauti
ir tikrai ne laikas flirtuoti.

BIRUTES MOTINA ir SESUO ropS$&iasi ant galinés sédynés. Jos
taip pat apsivilkusios tiek daug drabuziy sluoksniy, kad vos
pajégia prasisprausti pro automobilio dureles.

BIRUTE
Manai, kad mums pavyks? Ar tu
tikras, kad misy nesustabdys?

JUOZAPAS
Zinoma, kad ne, bet §is senas
zisas jums yra geriausias Sansas
(jis patapsSnoja per vairg).
Kokia prasmé turéti darbg su
privilegijomis, jei negali jomis
pasinaudoti savo naudai?

LAUKE. KELIAS PER MI§KA. NAKTIS.

Zisas, iSsukes 1S kelio, stovi tamsoje po medziais. Moterys
ropS¢iasi is automobilio. JUOZAPAS stovi prie atviros
bagazinés, is kurios iskelia du lagaminus. IS misko zibintuvéliu
perduodamas Sviesos signalas — viena trumpa blyksté ir viena
ilga. BIRUTES MOTINA prieina prie Juozapo, stovin&io prie
bagazinés.

BIRUTES MOTINA
Tau reikty grjizti. Esu

tikra, kad toliau jau
padios susidorosim. Cia tie
lagaminai?

=

—

them you’d help us. God it’s dif-
ficult to move with all these
clothes on.

JOSEPH
And I thought you’d put on weight
since I last saw you — comfort
eating because you’d missed me

so much.

The look on her face makes it clear this is no time for joking
and certainly no time for flirting.

BIRUTE’S MOTHER and SISTER are clambering into the back seat.
They also wear so many layers of clothing that they can barely
squeeze through the car doors.

BIRUTE
Do you think we’ll make it? Are
you sure we won'’'t be stopped.

JOSEPH
Of course not- but this old Ziss
is the best chance you’ve got.
(he pats the steering wheel)
What'’s the point of having a job
with perks if you can’t use them
to your advantage?

EXT. A ROAD THROUGH THE FOREST. NIGHT.

The Ziss has been pulled off the road and is parked in the
darkness under the trees. The women clamber out. JOSEPH is at
the open trunk from where he takes two suitcases. From within
the woods a flashlight flashes twice — one short flash and one
long. BIRUTE’S MOTHER joins Joseph at the trunk.

BIRUTE’'S MOTHER
You should go back now. I’'m sure
we’ll manage from here. These are
the suitcases?

JOSEPH
Yes. I’'ve written the name for
you. I hope your husband will be
able to track him down.

BIRUTE'S MOTHER
You have my word. If we can find
him we will. It’s the least we
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JUOZAPAS
Taip. AS uzrasSiau jums varda
ir pavarde. Tikiuosi, Jjisy
vyrui pavyks surasti tg
Zmogy.

BIRUTES MOTINA
Duodu tau 2zodji. Jei tik

galésim, surasime ji.
Tai maziausia, ka galime
padaryti...

Ji stveria lagaming ir kamera pritraukia vaizda. Ant lagamino
uZrasytas vardas - JOHANNES BRUSS. Garso takelyje miSko naktj
garsus pamazu pakeicia ant jy ,uzplaukes” virs galvos skrendanciy
léktuvy garsas. Kamera atsitraukia, kad atskleisty...

LAUKE. KAUNO AERODROMAS. DIENA. 1942 M. RUGPJUTIS

Ta patj lagaming dabar rankose laiko keistas mazZylis, dévintis
vermachto karininko uniformg ir stovintis vokiec¢iy karinio
léktuvo laipty apac¢ioje. Prieina Jjaunas kareivis, paima
lagaming ir jdeda jji i dzipo gals.

VOKIEéIU KAREIVIS
Sveiki sugrize j Kaung,

pone Brusai.

VAIZDAS PAMAZU UZTEMSTA IKI JUODO EKRANO

Juozapas

can do..

She takes hold of the suitcase and the camera zooms into the label
with JOHANNES BRUSS’s name. The soundtrack crossfades from the
forest at night to the sound of airplanes overhead. The camera
pulls back to reveal...

EXT. KAUNAS AIRFIELD. DAY. AUGUST 1942

The suitcase is now in the hands of an odd little man wearing the
uniform of a Wermacht officer, standing at the bottom of the steps
of a German military aircraft. A young soldier approaches, takes
the suitcase and puts it into the back of a jeep.

GERMAN SOLDIER
Welcome back to Kaunas, Herr Bruss.

FADE TO BLACK

i i I i T S —
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BENJAMINAS KAGANAS

KAUNA81 Dauk§ﬂs g"‘l"é gb' ..................................................................................
Telef. 1214,
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ATVIRUTE ey
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Naujoky apmokymo stovykla

Raudonoji armija jzygiavo j Kauna ir gyvenimas
apsiverté aukstyn kojomis. Kokia tai kliseé! Bet
Siuo atveju tai gana tikslus situacijos jvertinimas.
Juozapas, turtingo kapitalisto stinus, mokesis
vokieCiy mokykloje ir studijaves Anglijos
universitete, jprates gyventi prabangoje,
staiga kdliais nusirita i$ virSanés j patj dugna.
Vakarykstis elitas tampa Siandienos valstybés
priesu.

Trumpa kelioné namo aplankyti Seimos
pabaigus universiteta jau daugiau nei metus
jstrigo Lietuvoje, o dabar viskas pasisuko j dar
blogesne puse. ISkeldinti iS tévy namy jspejus
pries 24 val., darbuotojai ir loSia iS savo gyvybiy
azartinius loSimus su gyvenimu ir, regis,
nesunkiai pakeicia istikimybe naujiesiems
Seimininkams. ,Gyvenimas prie soviety buvo
tarsi komandosy rengimo stovykla, ruosianti
mus gyvenimui prie vokieCiy, — veliau
sakydavo jis, turédamas laiko ir nuotolj sugalvoti
iSmoningas analogijas ir kurti istorijas apie tuos
laikus. Bet tuo metu tai nebuvo prasimanyta
istorija, o bUsimy iSbandymy nejmanoma buvo
net jsivaizduoti.

Svytintis naujasis tévo fabrikélis jau nebe jo
— nacionalizuotas pernakt tampa dar vienu
didziulés sovietinés masinos sraigteliu.Katilinés
kdrikas, girtuoklis, bet aktyvus komunistas
girtuoklis, yra paaukstinamas ir paskiriamas j
generalinio direktoriaus pareigas. Juozapas
priverstas pasitraukti j cecha kaip gamybos
vadovas, jj palieka dél turimy techniniy Ziniy
ir tai jj iSgelbéja nuo bilieto j Sibirg be teisés
sugrjzti, iSdalinto daugeliui kity. IS Cia jis stebi,
kaip prasideda chaosas, taciau net ir budamas
dvideSimt trejy, jis negali ramiai iSbati pasyviu
stebétoju, nors apdairumas ir byloja, jog taip
bty saugiausia.

Fabrike iS tiesy vieSpatauja chaosas, o kadaise
gerai suteptg mechanizmg naikina vagystés
ir neefektyvumas. Kas verdia jj jsikisti? Galbut

nuogastavimai, kad kalté bus suversta
gamybos vadovui, kaip kad jis teigia, o galbut
Cia jau galime jzvelgti ankstyvas jo arogantisko
intelekto zymes? Jis mato sprendima ir yra toks
uztikrintas — ne, ,uztikrintas® néra tinkamiausias
zodis, nes implikuoja slankig tikrumo skale, o jo
tikejimas savo teisumu yra absoliutus ir neturi
jokiy tolerancijos laipsniu. Jis mato sprendima
ir jo niekas nesustabdys siekiant iSvysti, kaip tas
sprendimas jgyvendinamas.

Jis pats prisistato pas komisara.

I§ deSinés: Benjaminas, Mordechajus, Juozapas (from right)
outside the new factory

prie naujos gamyklos 1939

— Kas jUs, drauge, esate?

— Esu kapitalisto sUnus. Taip pat technikos
specialistas, iS€jes mokslus Anglijoje, o Siuo
metu — gamybos vadovas fabrike, kuris anksc&iau
priklausé mano tévui.

— Ko jums reikia? — klausia net nepakeles akiy
nuo stalo.

— Noréciau kai kg iSsiaiskinti. Ar ketinate fabrike
toliau vykdyti gamybg, ar jusy planas yra leisti jam
sugriati?

The Red Army marched into Kaunas and life
was turned upside down. \What a cliché! In this
instance - a pretty accurate assessment of the
situation. Joseph, son of a wealthy capitalist
father, educated in a German school and at an
English university, accustomed to living a life of
luxury, plummets from the top of the heap to
the bottom. Yesterday'’s elite is today’'s enemy
of the state.

His quick trip home to visit the family after
university has already seen him
trapped in Lithuania for over a
year and now things have taken
a turn for the worse. Evicted
from the family home at 24
hours’ notice, employees and
associates gambling with their
lives and switching allegiance,
seemingly effortlessly, to the
new masters. “Life under the
Soviets was like a commando
training camp preparing us for
life under the Germans” he would
say later, when he'd had the time
and distance to dream up clever
analogies and make stories of
those years. At the time it was no
story, and the trials ahead were
way beyond even the most vivid
imagining.

His father’s gleaming new factory is his no more
— nationalised overnight it becomes another
cog in the Soviet machine. The boiler man, a
drunkard, but an active communist drunkard, is
elevated to the position of Managing Director.
Joseph is forced to retreat to the factory floor
as engineering manager, kept on because of
his technical knowledge and saved from the
one-way ticket to Siberia handed out to so
many others. From here he watches the chaos
commence, but even at 23 years of age he is
not comfortable on the side-lines, despite

Boot Camp

the fact that prudence might suggest it's the
safest place to be.

Chaos does indeed reign at the factory and the
once well-oiled machine is being decimated
by theft and inefficiencies. What drives him to
intervene? Perhaps concern that the blame
will land at the managers’ door as he claims -
but perhaps we see an early indication of the
arrogance of his intelligence? He sees the
solution and is so sure — no ‘sure’ is the wrong
word for that implies a sliding scale of certainty,
whereas his belief in the fact that he is right is
absolute and has no degrees of tolerance. He
sees the solution and he can do no other than
see that it is implemented.

He presents himself to the Commissar. “Who
are you comrade?” “l am the son of a capitalist.
| am also a technician trained in England and
at the moment | am the technical manager of
the factory which used to belong to my Father.”
“What do you want?” ..all this without glancing
up from his desk. “I'd like some clarification. Do
you intend for the factory to go on producing
or do you plan to allow it to disintegrate?”
At last a glance. “Sit down.” Joseph had the
ear of the Commissar. His fluent Russian and
air of assured confidence were not the only
things that blurred the lines of the relationship
between the young Joseph and the communist
operative. He found the young man talking to
him in a language he understood: crackdown,
peak efficiency, no mercy, out with the slackers.
Joseph had talked himself into a new role as
manager. He hoped that if he could deliver
what he had promised there was a chance life
would be sweeter and safer. He knew that if he
failed it would have serious and potentially fatal
consequences.

So Joseph entered a post-graduate business
school where the stakes were high. In later life
he spoke with pride of thisbeing the experience
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Pagaliau zvilgteli:
— Seskite.

Juozapas pasinaudojo komisaro palankumu.
Sklandi rusy kalba ir akipléSiSko pasitikejimo
mina veide buvo ne vieninteliai dalykai, padare
jaunojo Juozapo ir komunisty saugumo
agento santykius miglotais. Komisaras sutiko
jaunuolj kalbantj jam suprantama kalba:
grieztos priemones, palauzti pasiprieSinima,
maksimalus nasumas, jokio pasigailéjimo, lauk
veltedzius. Juozapas jsikalbéjo sau atliekantis
nauja vadybininko vaidmenj. Vylési, kad jeigu
pavyks jgyvendinti pazadus, galbat gyvenimas
bus saldesnis ir saugesnis. Jis zZinojo, kad jei
nepavyks, tai turés rimty ir potencialiai mirtiny
pasekmiy.

Taigi Juozapas jstojo j podiplomines studijas
verslo mokykloje, kurioje statymai buvo dideli.
Veéliau jis su pasididziavimu kalbéjo apie
savo ,sunkyjj ruoza“ ir naudotus drakoniskus
metodus. Atsizvelgiant j aplinkybes, galir galima
pateisinti jo taktika. Jis mané dirbantis masiy
labui — lygiai taip pat jau praéjus trisdesSimdiai
mety jis tuo dar buvo jsitikines, kai uzdraudé
profsgjungas ir pasieké panaSios sékmeés
kitame tekstiles versle, nepaisant stipraus
pasipriesSinimo.

Antsandéliydurybuvopakabintos spynos.Laiko
apskaita buvo vykdoma gamyklos vartuose
pastacius kaléjimo automobilj, o tie, kurie 7
val. dar nebuvo vartuose, buvo nukreipiami j
furgono gala. Kai darbuotojai pradéjo kabinétis
prie jo valgykloje, jis apribojo valgymo laika,
perstumdeé stalus ir uzdraude diskusijas. Kai
jie pasitrauke j tualetus kurti samoksly, kaip jj
nuversti, jis jsake nuimti nuo vyriy tualeto duris.
Jis jiems padovanojo naujojo rojaus skonj — bet
tai veiké ir jrode, kad jis teisus. Gamykla tapo
parodomuoju sovietinés Lietuvos pramonés
pavyzdziu.

Sie faktai gali sudarytijspadj, kad jis buvo Ziaurus
tironas. Juozapas zinojo, kad yra geranoriSkas
diktatorius. Juozapas Kaganas baisiai daug ko
iSmoko i$ stalinistinio rezimo laiky. Jo metodai
gal ir buvo griezti, bet jie iSgelbéjo ne tik jo
paties, bet ir jam dirbusiy vyry gyvybe. Jis i$ jy
padaré pagrindinius darbininkus ir tai reiske,
kad jie visi buvo apsaugoti. Kai kitos gamyklos
atleido savo ankstesnius vadovus, Juozapas
juos pasamde, taip surinkdamas darbo jegos
grietinéle ir gamykla tapo naSumo pavyzdziu.
Taip, kad kai apsilanké delegacija i§ Maskvos, ji
buvo pasiysta apzitréti Sio puikaus sovietinio
nasumo pavyzdzio.

Sis konkretus pasakojimas baigiasi scena,
atkeliavusia tiesiai i§ kino. Maskvos delegacijai
vadovauja vidutinio amziaus moteris, jai
gamykla aprodo ,politineés valdybos virSininkas®.
Né vienas i§ darbininky net nepakelia galvy
nuo staly, kai pramarSiruoja delegatai — taip
susikaupe jie uoliai dirba. Pastebimai suzavéta,
ji papraso pakviesti gamybos vadova, norinti su
juo pasikalbéti, ir Juozapas atvedamas j priek|.
PaaiSkeja, kad ji studijavo Lesteryje, todel
jiedu su Juozapu, lydédami delegatus atgal
j automobilius, lengvai susiSneka angliSkai.
Kai delegaty kavalkada pajuda iS§ gamyklos
teritorijos, ji liepia vairuotojui sustoti, nuleidzia
automobilio langa ir Sukteli Juozui: ,Jaunuoli,
tai i$ tiesy pavyzdinis fabrikas, bet jus turite
zinoti, kad Zmones uz virvuciy galima tampyti
tik iki tam tikros ribos ir ne daugiau. Mano labai
geras draugas Kirovas buvo toks pat grieztas
kapitonas, kaip ir jus, kol ji galiausiai nudaré
vienas i§ jo pavaldiniy..“ Manau, Cia galime
imti fantazuoti, kad ji perbraukeé pirStu sau per
gerkle ir sugargaliavo, bet, i§ esmés, butent
tai ir buvo pasakyta. Zinia buvo aigki. Juozapas
Zinojo, kad atéjo laikas planui B..

that developed his ‘tough streak’ and of the
Draconian methods he employed. You may
excuse his tactics under the circumstances.
He believed he worked for the good of the
masses — just as 30 years later he believed
the same thing and achieved a similar degree
of success when he banned the unions and
made a success of another textile business
against all the odds.

Locks were placed on the stores. Time keeping
was enforced by placing a black maria at the
factory gates and those not inside the gates at
7am were directed to the back of the van. When
the workforce started ganging up on himin the
canteen he restricted meal times, moved the
tables further apart and forbade discussions.

When they retreated to the toilets he had the
lavatory doors removed. He was giving them a
taste of the new paradise — but it worked, and
it proved him right. The factory became the
Soviet showcase of industrial Lithuania.

The facts may suggest he was a cruel tyrant,
Joseph knew he was a benevolent dictator.
Joseph Kagan learned an awful lot from his time
under a Stalinist regime. His methods may have
been harsh but they saved not only his own life
but those of the men who worked for him. He
made key workers of them and that meant they
were all protected. As other factories sacked
their old managers Joseph took them on, and
so he assembled the cream of the workforce
and the factory became a model of efficiency.
So much so that when a delegation visited
from Moscow they were sent to examine this
fine example of Soviet efficiency.

This particular tale ends with a scene that's
straight from the movies. The Moscow
delegation is lead by a middle aged female
delegate andis being shown around the factory
by the ‘political director’. None of the workers
even lift their heads from their benches as the
delegates troop through — sointent are they on
their work. She asks to speak to the manager
and Joseph is brought forward. It transpires
that she'd studied in Leicester and so she
and Joseph slip into an easy conversation in
English as he accompanies the delegates
back to their cars. As the cavalcade starts to
pull away from the factory she stops the driver
and calls Joseph over. “Young man, this a model
factory but human strings can be stretched so
far and no further. My very good friend Kirov
was stabbed by one of his workers..” | think
it's probably pushing the boundaries of our
imaginations to suggest that she drew a finger
across her throat and made a gurgling noise,
but that's it in essence. The message was clear.
Joseph knew that the time had come for plan
B.
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gf)/'ohoas }baa/ar@' c/@/ 0(,/'@/%005.9 /Vec/@é/an/ L/'@ }ba/@/'slér/' . @aéar J'/‘ l/'au
namie, bet srauém;a/‘ }b@rsga»c/us/ r é(jo vel ied'

(% m. bicdelio &5 d. treSiadienis
X 2 7 pastmaliau su S i@ﬂ/ IS jO pavome rastel; /faé@ bad P
arestavo. Trase miasy athest: kelety dackty cyaaf;b/'% shustug, wudo. Mama
per Jabg /‘s”sgﬁam/us/ Gedt & napny Us kalba apte rySaplauky }barﬁ‘aan@,
Ruris vel aters Jjos suémpf?i Mar nelabai noréjosi edi vienar be mamos,
bet Rarte su manomr éjo Drena /etis p/oue’ automobilius, o jaunas letuwis
saa@;}/ém/‘s }brré/‘[cr@"o i su Saufwu rankose. Drena waldavo ety "Bede
(er/,‘ behae. Bekowe. /ngs//}é//@ Sia". O s 74 nus@ypsojo i ranfa
sutarée Jjat }b/auéus: 'O kas rufibs Siam Jau»uo//ur,‘ Jjel paé@'féfau, a?"
i afp ﬁ}bfsdléa,/

134 . bicdelio 26 d. Aetvitadients
GClrdime pasako Jan/ Sturpios /'sf’oryas. Krimmaliniac nusikalleliac palests
lasver fafl/és@ Sudo a“)/c/us. S/Wag?ofos sm/efm/os bart su V/'c/uJ'@
buvusiars rabmars. Net i ardiau misiy }basau/?‘s Araustos (& }bm/o. A ora
}basaffo ja mg/‘rc/us/ B ir B svarstant ar Jjlems atels a/ce)}ﬂ?‘ bratos pas
mus (v konfiskuots miasy Tty ar pacsylt 1o, kad esu J4 drauge. lap o
niekur neko. brsi Tal niko rereikity 0(,)/; bidly svarste, ar uSswilkts
me&»g/g Svarkg ar }b//,ég/j - ar werdt! | misy namus i Jjuos Ehratyt;
ar ne. Galy pale Jjte nus}br@m/@') bad bus per c/apg bedlu Negali }oaf?;ée//;
bad Je Bvis svarste Tokius c[:a{j//éus.

) (94 w. birdelio T 4, }oe»/é/acéems
Standler sudinojau stulbirant; dolybg - as visar »@éyau nurctl, Mus
Gvilko é oy fa/l/@ jaun! }oarﬁaana/,' }br/'s}baucé pree senos, afstate
Saudlwus pums  galves, o as b@é[J’OJ&M - neéyoJ'au numitt. BUKO
baisu, Aad suseis r Turésin stebet; ,éa/}b miréta mama r wosude, Aol
lefar mirtinal nukraujuosie Bet ggsdino re pati mirtis. Vs yylaus; kad
el daus, Tar Saus vienu melu fée/}b) bad wes visos wirtfume Rartu. Ar

ohia reakelja yra normall? Atcode, kad &buwome ten valandy valandas -
t/'auéfauy bad /m/' ruhris rankos - bet turdid tar tetrubo TR minudes. Mus
lacke tr 1ol kol pasemé & misy buto, ko roréjo, i tada }ba/@/'c/a Moraw,

Jjte rel bgo/amwo misy nudaut; bet tuo meti tar afrode »eaéel/'of?»a/
“hra.
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fum{:e)/ Jine Ln»d 194/
We are (n preces. @er}na»)/ has declared war on He Soviet Union. 7500}03
kave already crossed oo A dhuanta and AlK s af summer camp rpkt
o The Garman/A_ duwariar border. ﬁ}m never /Kouy(/ 7 would Kﬁﬁa@?
so soon or ke would rever fave lef Aim go. Mama s beside K@rse// and
we can't ;@/ any /»/arhoaf?‘on Vs chaos on He streets kere - Soviel
troops refreating, A Awarians w ik white armébands skooting af them. The
5(075@)}75 Aave gone. - //{e)/ //@c/ ée/ar@ dawn. Now we kave 1o decide
- should we 50 %007 ) can fear my }bar@né sKau//bf o e next room.
7‘?}0@ Ainks we should take owr chances w ik Hhe Soviets. Mama Aates
Hhe Bolskeviks ever wore har she /ears Hhe Germans. Most o/ of! ske's
worried aboud Alik. So am 7/

0(,0/6 5&0%/&)/ ng?/(/

Germar éo)fnémdo overfead - weve been n He cellar /or Aours. ke
»@gv/\éours are of! fere - @xcgc/ /or ﬂméerdos 0/ course. I1's Aard o
wrie. We are éemf watehed - Heres real a»/}noszj/ » Re air. e %:ac/
Hat ) rever sef /oa/ (7 a synagogue doesn't make we any less ew sk
o Heir eyes. Karller ﬁ}m /@// He house and turned up wik a Aorse
and cart He said "Tack a /@w //(m;s and well f@/ on the road - but
/”ahm fe/usd }bom/ é/ab/é - 270/ a)f/x(ﬂbc/ ALk, 5/@ sa/z/ 7%05! SKOM// fo
alorne. Ske hinks //\e/// 72190@/ /e/f w (r9 syh/pa//(/sgrs and kel! be i

a{cm/oer. “Nonsense' ke said ‘7D am rot runrning away Jus/ 7o save my
own neck! So kere we are.

/%m/a/ Jurne Q3rd 194
Mama (s wore rervous Than ever - shoo,émdo one cé@zr@% aﬂ@r anclhier
w K shaking kands. fa went oul this mornmg 1o kand over kis keys 7o
farama. Now 7}0)14 - Ae s »ot back. Ske Hhinks the worst - always. 9/
only she had wore /Qf//<. St no word on ALk,

Zc-es/a)/ Jane 244, 194
Mama just came kowe n the most terrible state. Ske went To the Ked
Cross This mornmg. - searcb»f /or rews. SKe was gone all c/a/ - Dve
been getling more and wore frantic. Ske finally calived down enougk
% el we what /\%wbec( Mawa was fraééec/ on He steet é)/ a white
armbander. He ch%oea/ her 0 He l/u:e/Z Hen 1o Hhe cowrt - but 77\:—:)/ were
/u// fue»/m/& ke locked her (» a room » He par/r;san HO wk a

Froup 0/ other w omen. 7/@)/ old her, "First ﬁ(e)/ rape us Hhen take us

down HRere 1o He /arc/ and shoot us" Mou can J’us/ (magine He state

she was . 0(,%6‘1414/ M gofc/a//'s was Here. She keard Lim say, " You
have arrested 2 Aenia Skirom. Are you crazy? DBon't you Anow Aow
muck SKtromas has dove for A Auana? Release her immediately” Ske
Aowe now - buf she (s /@rr/%'@c/ % leave e Aouse agal.

A/@/n@s/a)/ Jane 25K, 194
Dve J’us/ seen 7‘?}0@/ We g0t a note from kim this worning saying ke
/u% é@en arreséc[ H@ as(ec/ us /0 érmf /</ho some //(/»fs: unc/@rwmr)
a raxor, 30590. /%ahm «@as /00 ﬂ’éo/\ﬁm@c/ /0 fo ouf./ 5/@ 1466703 fée/imf
about He Singer Aaired }barﬁ'san comng % ;@/ her aga(». D wasn't keer

% 50 alone, but Drena came w ik we. 12 was wasKm; cars - a young

A_ duarior ;mr;/ wafé/(m; over Aim w ik a un. She }O/@ac{d w (X Kem
"Come Uncle 6’@0)})@ run. et s run. Don't stay here - ke smiled and

m///@c/ her fatr. "And what would /\%0@77 % s Young man // 7 ran
aw ay @/\? K H ow j/lb/'ca/;/

7A7ur55/a/ Jane 267K, 194
We fear Korr/%‘c tales. Criminals are on fhe loose and are hmn/@nbf
ws on The streets. Syragopues Rave beern burned wdk HRe rabbis nside.
Lven closer o kowe the world Aas gore crazy. Aora #lls we ske heard
BIB ﬁa/émf Skould ﬁ(e)/ come and co»/@'scaﬁa our é@/onf/b;s - gwen
Aot ) am Heir /r/‘@»d? A ike o was ro 590 ol A ke whether o wear
He blue or Hhe srey J'ac,ée/ _ whelher 1o raid our kome or ot D» He

end /K@)/ decided o would be too awhward - ) can't believe Hhat //{@y
could even con/@m}o/a/@ such a //{/»f.

Friday Jure Q74 194
7 learned a swrprising lessor /m/a)/ - HKat Dwr not aﬂ’a/‘c/ 0/ wy own
dealk. We were chyf@a/ oud 0/ Ae fouse onto Hhe stheed }or@ssec/ %Oaa/»s/
/K@ wall é/ )/0007; }barﬁ'sabs Ka/J/bf fbms /0 our /xﬂacfs - a?n/ 9 was»’/
a/ra/‘c/ - 770/ 0/ 4/07}. 9 A/A’S a/m// 0/ é@/bj woum/ec{ 0/ Kaumf /0
watehk 2% molher and /Omm(fwo//\ar die white ) bled to deatk slowly. Bul
rot 4//?7; per se. 2 ,égo/ //\o}tﬂbf Aat // ff(@)/ did sKooK/ //{6// ol shoot
af once so we would ol de /of@ff/\ar. Vs Hat a normal reaction? 7
/e// lke we were There /or Aours - wy arms were r@aag/ % cﬂ'a)o 0//
- but i was }bméaéé/ only minutes. Dn He end f;(e)/ /590/ us fhere white
/K@y ook what 77\@/ wanted %’o}n our A}O&fﬁw@ﬁ/ and Rer lef us 0. 2
don't Hhink 77\6)/ ever }D/a????&/ % shoot us - but af the time o seemed a
certamty.
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Rankas aukstvn

Trumpametrazis filmas
Scenarijaus autoreé
Jenny Kagan

Paremta
Margaritos Kagan
, istorijomis

Hands

Up

A short film
Screenplay by
Jenny Kagan

Based on stories
told by
Margaret Kagan
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VAIZDAS PAMAZU ISRYSKEJA

PATALPOS VIDUJE. VALGOMASIS (KAUNAS 1941 M. BIRZELIO MEN.)
SOFIJA, 63 mety, dukart iSsiskyrusi, pernelyg kategoriska, labai
zavi (tiems, kam su ja nereikia gyventi), prie stalo rasSo laiskg.
PrieSais jg sédi ZENIA, keturiasdeSimtmeté trapi batybé, amZinai
nesusigaudanti savo gyvenime. Ji kg tik baigé lakuotis nagus
rySkiai raudona spalva ir dabar apdairiai desine ranka rako
cigarete, iSplsdama dimus ant kairés, kad :lakas isSdziaty.

SOFIJA - rusy kalba
(nepakeldama akiy nuo laisko)
Neabejoju, Jurgiui labai palengvés,
kai sugrjzZes pamatys, kad jo dingimas

nesutrukdé tavo manikitrui.

ASaros sifibteli j ZENIOS akis. Ji uZgesina cigarete ir uZsidengia
veida. Ka tik nulakuotos rankos tik is dalies prislopina garsag -
pusiau ktkc¢iojimg, pusiau atodisi.

MARA, 16 mety, smulkaus sudéjimo, tamsiaplauké, gana smarki ir
rimta panelé, sédi ant grindy, pasikisusi kojas, pasinérusi i
knyga, kuriag skaito. ISgirdusi ZENIA sielvartaujant, ji padeda
knyga, prieina prie stalo ir apkabina moting.

MARA - vokieciy kalba
Atrodote grazi, mama. Neabejoju, kad
tétis bet kuriag akimirkag jZengs pro
duris ir pats jums tai pasakys.

Dienos karsStis rimsta, o pro atvirg langg pasigirsta, kaip kazkas
staiga suSunka lietuviy kalba. ZENIA paSoka is§ vietos, SOFIJOS
ranka sustingsta, MARA ziGri tai vienag, tai i kits.

VIDUJE. LAIPTINE

Laiptais auksStyn uzbéga trys jaunuoliai. Jie Saukia vienas kitam ir
juokiasi — i$ pirmo Zvilgsnio tai gali btati niekuo neissiskirianti
vaikiny kompanija, kurie kartu iSéjo praleisti vakarg mieste. Tik
jy dévimi balti raisc¢iai ir tai, kad kiekvienas su savimi nesSasi
ginklg, rodo juos esant partizanais. Jie beldZziasi j buto duris,
o kai tik jos plySelj atidaromos, jisiverzia j vidy.

#

VIDUJE. VALGOMASIS

Trys moterys stovi prie stalo, SOFIJA pakélé plunksng, tarsi tai
btty lazdelé, su kuria galéty jas nustekenti, o MARA ir jos MOTINA
glaudziasi viena ant kitos kaip jisimyléjéliai, besiruoSiantys
iSsiskirti.

=

—

FADE IN

INT. DINING ROOM (KAUNAS JUNE 1941)

SOPHIE 63 years old, twice divorced, assertive to a fault, much
admired (by those who don’t have to live with her) is writing a
letter at the table.

ZHENIA 40 years old, a fragile creature perpetually out of joint
with her existence, sits across from her. She has Jjust finished
painting her nails bright scarlet and with studied care smokes a
cigarette with her right hand, exhaling onto her left to dry the
varnish.

SOPHIE - in Russian
(without glancing up from her letter)
I'm sure George will be greatly
relieved when he gets back to find that
his disappearance hasn’t interfered
with your manicure.

Tears well in ZHENIA’'s eyes. She stubs out her cigarette and
covers her face. A sound, part sob, part sigh is only partially
muffled by her newly painted hands.

MARA 16 years old, small framed, dark haired, a rather intense
and serious young lady, sits on the floor with her legs tucked
under her, lost in a book. At the sound of Zhenia’s distress she
puts the book down, comes to the table and drapes her arms around
her mother.

MARA - in German
You look beautiful Mama. And I'm
sure Papa will walk through the door
any minute and tell you so himself.

The heat of the day is just fading and through the open window
we hear the sudden sound of shouting in Lithuanian. ZHENIA leaps
from her seat, SOPHIE’'s hand stills, MARA looks from one to the
other.

INT. STAIRWELL
Three young men run up the stairs. They shout to each other and
laugh — at first glance this may be a boisterous gang of lads on
a night out together. Only the fact that they wear white armbands
marks them out as partisans. That, and the fact that each one
carries a gun.

They hammer on the door of the apartment and as soon as it is
opened a crack they force their way inside.
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PARTIZANAS I - lietuviskai
Jis trys — lauk tuctuojau.
Judinkiteés!

LAUKE. GATVE APACIOJE. ZEMAITES GATVE

Tarpduris ] siaurg gatve, dviauksc¢iai pastatai is abiejy pusiy.
Popiec¢io saulé vis dar auksStai danguje. Loveliai ant palangiy
pilni géliy, dzZziasta skalbiniai, pro pravirg langa sklinda vaiky
balsai.

Prie jéjimo j namg stovi dar trys ginkluoti vyrai. MARA tarpduryje
pasirodo pirma. Ji atsigreZia ir bando pamatyti moting, taciau
ja pasitinka Sautuvo Zziotys, ginklas mojuoja jai Zengti pirmyn.
Ji apsisuka ir kaktomuSa susiduria su Jjauniausiu grupés nariu.
Jam ne daugiau nei astuoniolika, jis tik pora mety vyresnis uz
MARA. Jos veide Svysteléja nuostaba, atpazZinus vienos is mokyklos
draugiy brolj. Jis mosteli ginklu i sieng kitoje gatvés puséje.

ANTANAS
Zingsniuok tenai — prie sienos.
Rankas aukstyn!

MARA atatupsta eina prie sienos ir iskelia rankas virs$ galvos.
Pakélusi rankas, atloSus galva, nugara prispaudus prie sienos,
akis jsmeigia j Antang. Jy 2zvilgsniai susiduria tiesioginéje
dvikovoje. Tai akimirka, kuri galéty bGti visai iS kitos operos.
Bet vos po keliy sekundziy motina su moc¢iute iSstumiamos j gatve,
ir dabar MARA kripteli, jos veidas persimaino iS$ baimés. SOFIJA
ir ZENIA Siurkséiai pastumtos atsitrenkia j sieng Salia MAROS
is abiejy Sony. PrieSingai nei MARA, jos stovi veidu ] sieng,
suakmenéjusiais veidais, vir$ galvy pakeltomis rankomis. ANTANAS
zvilgteléjes j Salia jo stovincius du augalotesnius vyrus, kurie
ginklus nukreipe j dvi vyresnes moteris, suvokia savo klaida ir
parodo gestu MARAI.

ANTANAS
Apsisuk. Veidu 1 siens.

Ji taip ir daro. Kamera seka paskui jos zvilgsnj, kai ji pasuka
galva i Song, atsiremia skruostu j sieng ir pazvelgia j Salia
stovin&ig moting. Kamera sustoja ties deSine ZENIOS ranka, kg
tik nulakuotais skaisc¢iai raudonais nagais ir didziuliu Ziedu su
perlu. Pasigirsta virsuje atidaromy langy garsas.

KAIMYNAS
(pro langa virsuje)
Greic¢iau, paskubék, ateik cia.

KAIMYNE
(garsiai Snabzdédama)
Manau, jie jas nuSaus.

=

—

INT. DINING ROOM

The three women are standing by the table, SOPHIE holding her pen
aloft as if it were a wand with which she could magic them away,
and MARA and her MOTHER hanging onto each other like lovers about
to part.

PARTISAN 1 - in Lithuanian
You three — outside now. Move!

EXT. THE STREET BELOW. ZEMAITES GATVE

A doorway onto a narrow street, 4 storey buildings either side.
The afternoon sun is still high in the sky, window boxes are filled
with flowers, laundry is drying, children’s voices drift from an
open window.

Three more men with guns surround the doorway. MARA appears first.
She turns back to try to catch sight of her mother but is met by
the muzzle of a gun waving her onwards. She spins round to find
herself face to face with the youngest of the group. He can be no
more than 18, only a couple of years older than MARA. A flicker of
recognition and surprise crosses her face as she recognizes the
brother of one of her school friends. He gestures with his gun to
the wall on the other side of the road.

ANTANAS
Get over there - against the wall.
Put your hands up!

MARA reaches the wall and raises her hands above her head. Arms
up, head back, back pressed into the wall, her gaze meets his
head on. There is a moment here that could be from a very different
story. But it is only seconds before her mother and grandmother
are pushed out onto the street and now she flinches and fear
transforms her face. SOPHIE and ZHENIA are pushed roughly against
the wall either side of her. Unlike MARA they face the wall, faces
turned into the stone, hands above their heads. ANTANAS glances
at the 2 heavier men alongside him who have their guns trained on
the two older women, realizes his mistake and gestures to MARA.

ANTANAS
Turn around. Face the wall.

She does so. The camera follows her gaze as she turns her head to
the side, lays her cheek against the wall and turns to see her
mother at her side. The camera dwells on ZHENIA’'S right hand,
complete with the freshly painted scarlet nails and sporting a
huge pearl ring. We hear the sound of windows opening above. *
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MAZOS MERGAITES BALSAS
(is kito lango)
Mama, kaip manai, ar jas
visas nuSaus vienu metu?

MAROS veidas STAMBIU PLANU.

KAIMYNE
(is to antrojo lango)
Eik Salin nuo lango, Audra. Séskis
ir baik valgyt pietus kaip ir dera
gerai mergaitei.

Kamera sustojusi ties MAROS veidu. Pasigirsta atlauziamo ginklo
gaiduko spragteléjimas. Ji uZsimerkia. Laikas eina. Scena vyksta
realiu laiku. Sekundés atrodo kaip minutés, scena tesiasi ir
vis daugiau ir daugiau jtampos, laikas eina, bet neisStariama né
zodzio, neisSsaunamas né vienas sStvis.

Galiausiai tarpduryje pasigirsta garsai ir pasirodo trys virsuje
buve partizanai. IS buto virsuje Jjie neSasi glébius daikty.
Stalo jrankiy komplekta, kelis porceliano indus, radijo aparats,
papuosaly dézute...

Jiems praeinant pro moteris, trys sargybiniai nuleidZia ginklus ir
prisijungia prie gaujos. Jiems nueinant gatve, ANTANAS nutraukia
auksine grandinéle nuo vieno iS vaikiny kaklo ir isSmeta ja j ora.
Vyresnis vyras Jja pagauna, papurto galva dél tokio jaunatvisko
iZGlumo ir jsikiSa ja i kisSene.

MARA su SOFIJA nuleidZia rankas ir atsisuka paziaréti j ZENIA,
kuri stovi sustingusi laike, iskélusi rankas, veidu i siena. Jos
ranky vaizdas STAMBIU PLANU — skais¢iai raudonai nulakuoti nagai
ir Zziedas su perlu.

VAIZDAS PAMAZU UZTEMSTA IKI JUODO EKRANO

=

—

MALE NEIGHBOUR
(from the window above)
Quickly, come quickly.

FEMALE NEIGHBOUR
(in a loud whisper)
I think they are going to shoot them.

CHILD'S VOICE
(from a different window)
Mama, do you think they will shoot
them all at the same time?

CLOSE UP on the face of MARA.

FEMALE NEIGHBOUR
(from this second window)
Come away from the window Audra and
sit down and finish your lunch like a
good girl.

The camera holds on MARA's face. We hear a rifle cocked. She closes
her eyes. Time passes. The scene plays out in real time. Seconds
seem like minutes and the scene drags and becomes more and more
tense as time passes and no word is spoken, no shot is fired.

Finally there is a sound from the doorway and the three partisans
from upstairs emerge. They carry armfuls of possessions from
the flat upstairs. A canteen of cutlery, some china, a radio, a
jewelry box..

As they pass in front of the women the three guards drop their
guns and re-join the gang. As they head down the street ANTANAS
pulls a gold chain from the neck of one of the others and throws
it in the air. The older man catches it, shakes his head at such
youthful impudence and puts it in his pocket.

MARA and SOHPIE lower their hands and turn to look at ZHENIA who
stands frozen in time, hands up against the wall. CLOSE UP on her
hands with their scarlet painted nails and pearl rings.

%
FADE TO BLACK
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Mara ir

Sofija

Zenia ir Mara

) &

Zhenia, Mara & Sophie

61



62

Geto dekretai

Privalote ant kairiosios kratinés dalies
nesioti §j Zenkla: geltonos spalvos Dovydo
#vaigzde 8-10 cm skersmens. Zenklus
pasirGipinate patys. ISimciy dél lyties ar
amziaus nebus. Pastebéti be Zenklo busite
suimami.

Nuo $iy mety liepos mén. 15 d. iki
rugpjucio 15 d. privalote persikelti
gyventi j Vilijampole. ISim¢iy nebus.
Persikélimas vykdomas jiisy paciy léSomis.

Jums leidZiama vaikscioti gatvémis ir rodytis
vieSose vietose tik nuo 6 val. iki 20 val.

Kitu metu pastebéti vieSose vietose bisite
suimami.

Jums draudZiama vaiks¢ioti

Saligatviais. Jis privalote vaikscioti

desine gatvés puse ir eiti vienas

paskui kita.

Jums draudziama eiti j
aléjas ir vieSuosius parkus.

Jums draudZiama sédéti

ant suoly viedose vietose.

Jums draudziama naudotis vie$ojo
susisiekimo priemonémis: autotaksi,
vezikais, autobusais, garlaiviais ir

Siandien privalote atiduoti
visus kailius ir kailio gaminius
vyresnybei.

Jums draudziama eiti gatve
susikidus rankas j kisenes.

Jus privalote atiduoti
visus elektrinius
prietaisus, kaip antai:
virykles, krosneles ir kt.

Jis jpareigojami atiduoti
visas uztemdymo

- Jums draudziama ardyti
medziagas.

namus ar jy dalis arba griauti

Jums grieztai uzdrausta
einant j miestg nestis su
savimi pinigy.

Jis turite atiduoti visas knygas,
nepaisant jy turinio ar kalbos.

Néstumas draudziamas. Kiekvieng néstuma
batina nutraukti. Astuoniy ar devyniy ménesiy
galima palikti. Nuo rugséjo ménesio gimdyti
grieztai draudziama. Nés¢iy motery laukia
mirtis.

Neiséjimas j darba be
pateisinamos priezasties bus

Visos veikiancios mokyklos turi
bati nedelsiant uzdarytos. Nuo $iol
draudZiamas bet koks mokymas, taip

kitois, Jums draudsiama pirkti tvoras malkoms. baudziamas mirtimi. Gestapas pat i religinis.
u udzi irkti P
Jyms drau@iiama naudotis maisto produktus ir kitas Jums draudziama bati geto ::rrr)]/ls“?;t.lknmmus rkrates geto
kity tautybiy asmeny prekes mieste. atvése po 9 valandos
samdomuoju darbu. Jums draudziama 9 ¥ p
lankytis ar pirkti vakaro. |
vieSuosiuose turguose Privalote atiduoti vieng / Nuo Sios dienos kiekviena nés¢ia
iki 10 val. ryto. gabala tualetinio ar moteris bus ia pat nuzudyta.
Jei turite radijo aparata, privalote j tuojau skutimosi muilo. Plotas palei geto tvora
perduoti Buty tkio valdybai. Neispilde Sio paskelbtas mirties zona. Vietoj issiuvinétos Dovydo
nuostato, bus grieztai baudziami. Priartéjes prie tvoros, bisite Svaigides jis privalote
Bitina atiduoti visus nusautas be jspéjimo. nesioti i$ audinio pasitity
pasarus, kaip antai: avizas, Dovydo 2vaigzdés Zenkla. Nuo $iol draudziama gete
e . . Sieng, Siaudus ir kt. naudoti arklius. Katafalkus ir
Jei turite ginkly, privalote juos kitokius veZimus nuo $iol privalo
tuojau perduoti komendantirai. tempti patys Zmonés.
1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942
sausis vasaris kovas balandis | geguzé birzelis liepa rugpjdtis |  rugséjis spalis lapkritis gruodis sausis vasaris kovas balandis geguzé birzelis liepa rugpjitis | rugséjis spalis lapkritis gruodis

Aplink getg turite pastatyti
spygliuotos vielos tvora. Jus
turite patys imtis $io darbo.

Jis privalote kairéje kritinés puséje ir
ant nugaros nesioti geltong Dovydo
2vaigzde 8-10 cm skersmens.

Jums nuo $iol draudziama parduoti,
mainyti ar kokiu kitu bidu realizuoti
savo turtg. Taip pat draudziama
naikinti jranga ar vertybes.

Jums draudZiama

vaikscioti Neries upés

pakrantémis.

Jums draudziama j geta
jnesti laikras¢ius ir maisto

produktus.

Jums draudziama laikyti

nepriristus Sunis ar isleisti j

gatve kates.

/

Visas jusy turtas turi
buti suregistruotas iki
rugséjo 9 dienos.

Privalote atiduoti visus
likusius vezimus, ekipazus
ir roges.

Jums jsakyta sunesti visas kates
ir $unis j sinagoga Veliuonos
gatvéje.

Turite atiduoti Siuos daiktus: visus
pinigus, rusiskus ar vokiskus,
vir§ijancius 100 rubliy vienai $eimai,
visas vertybes, taip pat auksg,

sidabra, brangiuosius akmenis ir

kitus tauriuosius metalus, vertybinius
popierius ir indéliy apyrasus, vertingus
paveikslus, vertingus kailiy gaminius

ir kailius (i8skyrus avikailius ar labai...

Jums draudZiama pjauti naminius
paukscius ar gyvulius.

...sudévétus kailius), gerus kilimus ir pianinus,
raSomasias masinéles, visus elektros prietaisus,
iskaitant tuos, kurie gali biti naudojami
medicininiams ar profesiniams tikslams, gerus
audinius kostiumams ir paltams, karves ir
paukscius, arklius su pakinktais, vezimus, pasto
zenkly kolekcijas.

Kiekvienas vyras privalo nesioti gatvéje
galvos apdangalg ir nusiimdamas

ji reiksti pagarba uniformuotiems
asmenims.

Privalote atiduoti vyresnybei visg
vandens sporto jrangg ir valtis.

Turite atiduoti visus metalinius daiktus i$ vario, alavo, nikelio, $vino, Zalvario, bronzos,
sidabro ir aukso. Surenkami visi pavieniai ir komplektiniai daiktai, kaip antai: peleninés,
stalvirsiai, puoSybos elementai, bronzos dirbiniai, skardinés ir virduliai, puodai ir keptuvés,
padéklai ir dubenys, stalo jrankiai bei indai, namy apyvokos reikmenys, ypa¢ virimo
rakandai, pauksciy narveliai, dury Zenklai ir vyriai, apkaustai, dury rankenos, langy
rankenos, kabliukai, durelés, turéklai, skulptiros, ekipazai, plokstés, sieny ir dury skydai,
taip pat monetos, variniai stogai, sieny danga, Zalvariniai svarsciai, visy rasiy kabliai,

visi daiktai i$ auksciau iSvardyty metaly ir lydiniy, esantys namy apyvokoje ir dirbtuvése.
Uz kurio nors vieno i§ iSvardinty dalyky neatidavima ar dél kity pazeidimy bus grieztai
baudziama.
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Bukarestas
1945 m. lapkricio 1 d.

Brangus Mordechajau,

Per pastaruosius septynerius metus dazZnai galvojau, kiek daug
turétume vienas kitam papasakoti, jei vél pasimatytume. Tuo metu
Si tikimybé atrodé labai menka. Dabar, kai galima rasSyti, man
sunku pradéti, nes karas mus nuvedé visisSkai skirtingais keliais.

Ar prisimeni, kaip pasakodavai man apie savo iSgyvenimus per
paskutinj kara? Kaip tau, berniukui, teko atsakomybé islaikyti
Seimg, itin sunkiomis sglygomis apripinti jg maistu. Kaip deSimtis
kilometry ant nugaros neSdavai sunky maisto produkty krovinj vien
tam, kad netoli savo namy jj prarastum kokiam nors kareiviui ar
policininkui. Kaip turéjai iSsikovoti savo vieta pasikliaudamas
vien savo iSradingumu. Kaip Zmonés nuolat susidurdavo su banditais
ir plésikavimais. Kaip karta girti kazokai vos nenuzudé tavo tévo.
Jei prisiminsi tg savo gyvenimo laikotarpj, busi arcéiausiai to, ka
mes patiriame, ir galési mus suprasti.

Tai prasidéjo iskart po to, kai tévas isvyko i Anglijg. Pirmiausia
— visiskas misy socialinés sistemos sukrétimas. Viskas, kas iki
tol buvo gyvenimo privalumas, tapo naSta. Sirdj pléSantis reginys,
kai nuo taves nusigrezia seni draugai ir darbuotojai — iS dalies
rodydami tau neapykantg ir nuoskaudg, kurig visg laika slapta
puoseléjo prieS tave, iS dalies — bandydami pasiteisinti naujuyjuy
valdovy akyse.

Tuomet prasidéjo nattralus nenoras tikéti tuo, kas nemalonu, bet
neisSvengiama. Suprantama, bet, bijau, ne pagirtina viltis lémeé,
kad mes, ypa¢ motina, éjome toliau grumtis pralaimétoje kovoje. Ji
stengési isgelbéti tiek, kiek tik buvo galima iSgelbéti, ir taip
isitrauké j verslo veiklas, kad neabejotini ir gausts artéjancios
nelaimés Zzenklai liko nepastebéti ir nejvertinti. Tada jau buvo
per velu.

Jei tada butume Zzinoje, kas misy laukia, bGtume rade iseitij.
BGtume iSmete visus materialius dalykus, kuriuos taip stengémés
iSsaugoti, ir tai butume padare savo noru. Tac¢iau tuo metu tai
neatrodé protinga. Verslus jau prarade pabégéliai iS Lenkijos mums
sakydavo, kad tokiais laikais turtai ir fabrikai yra tarsi girny
akmuo ant kaklo skestanc¢iajam, plaukianc¢iam dél savo gyvybés, ir
ragino skirti savo jégas vizai uZsitikrinti, o ne statyti pamatus
ant ugnikalnio, kuris neisvengiamai sprogs. Tiek daug Zmoniy
prarado gyvybe jisikibe i savo turtus, tikédami, kad jie juos
isgelbés.

Tada prasidéjo masiniai areStai. Zmonés buvo suimami dél jvairiy
kaltinimy, dazZniausiai dél mokesc¢iy nemokéjimo — kartais

jie dingdavo be jokios paaiSkinamos priezZasties. Niekada
nezinojai, ar atsigules nakti, atsikelsi ryte. Netekome buto.
Mums liepé iSsikraustyti per 24 valandas. Gali jisivaizduoti,
kaip tai buvo sunku. Neturéjome kur eiti. Jei butume turéje
proto ir moraliniy jégy palikti baldus ir sunkius daiktus,
bGtume iSvenge daug ripesc¢iu ir sutaupe sveikatos. Bet kokiu
atveju, véliau jos netekome. Ka nors parduoti buvo labai

sunku. Viskas buvo juokingai pigu. Zmogus buvo prisiriSes prie
kiekvienos smulkmenos, prie kiekvieno baldo, kadangi jie zadino
prisiminimus. Apémé jausmas, kad bty lengviau viska padegti
nei atiduoti uZ sitlomas kainas. O padegti tikrai bty buve
protingiausia, kaip véliau mums parodé bisima patirtis.

Gali jsivaizduoti, kaip buvo sunku. Motinai teko iSgyventi ne
tik atsiskyrimg nuo Seimos Anglijoje, bet ir sunkumus, pavojus,
nusivylimus ir pazZeminimus dél socialinés padéties smukimo.

Visi buve draugai nusigrezé, nenorédami su mumis bendrauti.

Buvo dar sunkiau, nes kentéjo butent tie, kurie anksc¢iau

niekada nekentéjo. Juos netikétai vis uZklupdavo nelaimés,
kurios uzgritdavo Ziauria, bet logisSka seka. Nesugebéjome juy
isisamoninti ir pastebéti ne dél to, kad triuko Zenkly, o tik dél
to, kad atsisakéme aiSkiai mastyti — nes toks mgstymas vedé prie
tokiy nemaloniy isvady.

Laikas bégo, o salygos darési vis sudétingesnés. Motina gyveno
nuolatinéje baiméje ir nerimavo. Tu Zinai motinos prigimtji —

ji apdovanota gebéjimu nerimauti, kai tam néra jokios rimtos
priezasties. Todél gali jisivaizduoti, kaip ji jautési, kai

turéjo dél ko jaudintis. Ji paverté savo gyvenimg pragaru, O mes
buvome priversti juo dalytis. Baigsiu Sj laiSka dabar, o daugiau
papasakosiu véliau, nes nenoriu apkrauti kapitono Steisio per
didele korespondencijos nasSta. PrasSau, parasSyk ir papasakok, kaip
tu iSgyveni §j kara.

Kaip visada

Pazodinis Juozapo laisko tekstas tévo
broliui Mordechajui (Maksui), kuris 1938 m.
paliko Lietuva ir kariavo Anglijoje.
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Kagany Seima isvykoje
apie 1924

Kagan family outing
c.1924
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Bucharest
November 1lst I945

Dear Mordachai

Often during the last 7 years I have thoughts how much there
would be to tell each otherr if we did see each other again. At
the time this likelihood seemed exceedingly remote. Now: when it
1s possible to writer I find it difficult to start: for the war has
led us on such totally different ways.

Do you recallr how you used to tell me about your exXperiences
of the last war? How/ as a boyr you were faced with the
responsibility of supporting the familys procuring food under
extremely difficult conditions. How you used to carry a heavy
load of some food for tens and tens of kilometres on your back
only to lose it to some soldier or policeman within sight of
your home. How you had to earn your way relying on your own
resourcefulness. How people were exposed to bandits and robbery.
How once your father was nearly killed by drunken Cossacks.
Well: if you think back to that period of your life you will come
nearest to our experience and be able to understand us.

Straight after father left for England it started. First of alls
the complete upheaval of our social system. Everything that
had hitherto been an advantage in life became a liability. The
disheartening spectacle of old friends and employees turning
away from you; partly showing you hatred and resentment which
had been secretly harboured against you all the times partly
attempting to justify themselves in the eyes of the new rulers.

Then there was the natural reluctance to believe the unpleasant
but inevitable. Understandables but I am afraid not commendable
wish-thinking caused us/ particularly motherr to go on fighting a
lost battle. She tried to save as much as could be saved and got
so engrossed in business activities: that the sure and plentiful
signs of the coming disaster went unnoticed and unheeded. Then
it was too late.

Had we then known what was waiting for usr we could have found
a way out. We would have thrown away all the material things we
tried so hard to save and done it willinglyr but at the time it
didn t seem sensible. The refuges from Poland who had already
lost their businesses: used to tell us that in such times
fortunes and factories were like a millstone round the neck of
a drowning man/ swimming for his life and urged us to devote our
energies to securing a visa rather than building foundations on

a volcano that was bound to explode. So many people lost their
lives clinging to their wealths while believing they would be
saved by it.

Then came the days of mass arrests. People got arrested on
different charges/ mostly failure to pay taxes sometimes

they disappeared without any explicable reason. One never knew
lying down at night: whether one would get up in the morning.

We lost our flat. We were told to leave within 24 hours. You

can imagine what a job it was. We had nowhere to go. If we had
had the sense and the moral strength to leave the furniture

and heavy things behinds we would have saved ourselves a lot of
trouble and health. We lost it afterwards in any case. To sell
anything was very difficult. Everything was ridiculously cheap.
One was attached to every detail/ every piece of furniture by

the memories they held. One had the feeling that it would easier
to set fire to it all rather than give it away at the offered
prices. And setting fire to it would certainly have been the most
sensible thing to dor as future experience showed us.

You can imagine how difficult it was. Mother had to endure

not only her separation from her family in Englands but the
hardships: dangers: disappointments: and humiliations of the
social comedown. All former friends turning awayr not wishing

to associate with us. It was all the harder because those who
suffered were exactly who had never suffered before. They were
taken by surprise over again and again by misfortunes: which came
down upon us in a cruel but logical sequence. We failed to own up
and notice them: not because there was lack of omens: but merely
because we refused to think clearly when thinking that way led
to such unpleasant conclusions.

Time wore on and conditions became more and more difficult.
Mother 1lived in continuous fear and worry. You know mother s
naturer she is endowed with the ability of worrying when there
is no good reason for it so you can imagine how she worried
when she had so much to worry about. She made her life a living
hell and we were forced to share in it. I shall finish this
letter now and tell you more laters for I do not wish to burden
Captain Stacey with too much correspondence. Please write and
tell us how you experienced this war.

As ever

Verbatim text of a letter written by Joseph
to his father’s brother, Mordechai (Max), who left
Lithuania in 1938 and spent the war in England
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Mara & Al
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(%4 . liepos 19 d seétadients
ﬂfa//‘au peros naul/'/'@nos/ Ankste s“ﬂ}/ suskambo a/urg shambutis. Abidvi su
mama }bas“oéahae ant ,éol/'% "(Zay/s", - suduko Jb o aé - Alikas'. Aehte
nulefem ¢ éa/éo»g r }ma‘iméms/'os demyn pa}na/e}n@ Sviesios faréa»o/as
fa/Vufés paléaus:/: Aliukas sugriio - Loks c/é/‘abg?s}nas/ flolewe Vi c}o,éaémf?,'
bet js mus atstiome, Metodiéhar }oer@;/'o per visg éu/@. Jis »gm/éfaus@' apte
%ty bet su hekvienu kambariy, kury rado Tussia jo veddas vis niaukést
A eidome jam uééagﬂf?‘ paf?}ér@, Lavkeme, Kol V& uSduos /é/aas/}n@, bet s
»qmé/ause. DVr vis delto J o - Vacfs“@//s.

(34 . /?'9005 20 d. sebmadiens
Alinkas éiandien jau panasesnis ( save - Snehus i wedial Svelnus.
7%00541[0/0 mudns afaoymu Sf/ovy,é/a }bc?ouofé { arﬁ/@ryos wng o je
f@/é@'c/a}m‘&s/‘ /éé@fo c/@;anéfafs /a/)bféa/'s vilkedam 1i£ p/‘éa}no}n/‘s. /ada er}ns
re/'/ée'Jo p@r@/f?‘ mido /awég, _ peflikétina - ,éa/}b ﬁM f2sieke }ws“,é@,
bet po 3 dieny, eidami pataike Tlesial pas vokiesiy Karewiy bary lbikus
Erikiavo, berniukams éyc/a)ws buvo //‘qoféz é’enff?‘ Eingsny }or/'e/{(: K
féz/}b i }Oac/aré. Bel 14 re mano ;uc/’usﬁs brolinkas - s »@al/ucé»a}na/
s/oyéjo W@f/ol/'e... i, Enoma, Esisubo. X,a/}n@/,' j& f/)'né Sviestals )o/awéa/‘s r
}ne'é/no}ws akiomis. Jer jo We/ol/'e biaiau buvus aé ...

(% . ligpos 23 d treSiadiens
Kokia didele difena Gete }or/Va/o}n@ bits R dio wenesio }méayos, bet
10077&5 700527@:”/'5 nns lg 7h )Oasfﬂ/@' a/f/er»ajw@. nZs Vacfayauja fa}'n)/l/a/'
bamme. Jam leidSiama Fartu pas/‘/}nf?' Setmag, bet tokios neturi v nori Fad
mano mama ud. jo Gtekety Bel has bus, jel suprgs #ts? K. ap j& hus
suras? K. g jis pafa/ms? Moma labar éyo f)/uenf?‘ f@/@) bet tar fa//' biats
edis. Kalbames jau Aelias valandas i ne viema nelinome aféaé)/}no =

galy gale T J spalr nasprgsf?:

(34 m. /?'@pos 27 d. sebmadiends
Krawnamés dacktus - Aoémaras - g }Oasf/}wf?,‘ £a )Oa/df?? Calie }oasf/}nf?'
1A Tieh Ak panesime. Hé rnuncéian c/abyu}n@ miasy ,én)/f% savo »e
a“)/a/a}ns a"abya}ns, bad }oasaoyo@ bet /ég, a/agﬂ? su vadoveliais? Ar war
J4% rekes? /%75% lal}ny»as Vok ietlis poras Fucksas sa,éo, bod }Oas//{}s miusy,
beblioteh os ,éa/)b r musy }baé/g, bet jam pa/@nfm?/'o, bad wes /S“V)/,ésféz}we.

Margarita (Mara) Stromaité
Margaret (Mara) Kagan (née Shtrom)
1924-201




Jis rerimanja, bad bus /'s“sﬂésf/as { /mb/@ dar pres puvs saugial
c}bsg?)/m}?ab/ 09&/@ (7/5 mano, /éaa/ }bosfrm/éo)fne /@/'smfazi IR (UOS J/S ﬁz/sus.

194 . rugpjadio [l d }D/rhoac//izbls
ﬁfa/?‘au ssikiareme, el per Aokias prumiynes. Vi pesast de! geresnés
vietos, 0 mes resame geriaus( bovotojai Atsidareme dyiejy kambariy
bute Za/rmg fa/{/@;/'a. fastatas dar beéaép/as s/ag///,‘ bet bent jau raujas.
Dauguma pas/afég aplinfuc - senos oriuvenocs, kar kure - re c/a%wau rel
lagreles. Mes gavome vieng Kambarg Aila éeima - g M warma, Aliukas
r as, o 50%"a Sk c#abg,oa/'s dalia - sz/}b bus Jeriausia Vj's% svedkatar /%?5%
/éa}wéapys /éa/}b éa/c/% }ban/uofum' - frmcg/(/s vos malos:. 5//4/};40 »era, bet
Va);;u, ar sz{' }bmé/a}wa f/of/'u oru. ﬂahm bar/}nabya, kas éus, Lar a/@/'s
Sema. Netibin, Aad Eia basome /a/}b /4%2/1

(%4 . rugpiasio (3 d }D/rhoac//izbls
/VesuVO/é/'a}wa, Aaa/ f)/mm}was fa/?‘ /a/}b ;mfféz/ }basr'/éa/'sﬁj %/f/ﬂm/os vielos
Hora éag/a. Geto vartar uo‘z’m/{m//,' o hes s}bgs/uose. @/V@ba}n@ susy/aua/@
su Tokia aide Emondy, alaayu}nos /éw’/‘(é }br/'es“ 2 méresius rnet rebiadiaun
su/%us. %‘s/ ,br/Va/o c//réf? - mar a/a%?/'au Jozé/'o J’nO/f)/}wosﬂ /Vafa//u ,baf%a//,
bod sbé,Oa/'s“au tiek lacko ruoidamasi egaamnams, Aung reredés /a/é\/{ﬁ
Bardar c/abési/'aus/a Kemos Zua/?%iacyos a/czrémmxéa}ns, Talian Eiandier
buwvo Avediami Esilaving Jjauwnt yyral su/orhmaf?‘ eliting érgiaa/@ ras“/mé/éos
darbuctojy. Birbs patalpos viduje v paus valoyli tris Aartus per dieng
Hearo }busém/}'s 6/ deynaras }m@;/'o uo’z’sﬁ’@ffsﬁ’uoﬁ; bet a/q\/(o per vela: Jie
borajo 500, o j& buvo 5 38-as a//e;/'a, }baa}ng 534 lgldas ema & }bmf/o -
mare, bad tar jam bus Sansas /'s“Vanff?' smér@% Jaré% érgpac/% /fa/'s%/a,
jam 7ehs sus?burw»f?' rankas. Veiems mwms Teks Emokt; /éa/,b /S;Oymbff

Sto € vielo €.

(%4 . rugpiaso A d, Aetvitadiends
ﬁfa/?‘au /S}J/n/o}n@ Sodely nuo 1o, Mus %b/ab/éé Emogus, wates et )X
/orfz. V¢ visho s}br@m/o‘z’/'an{ o bikle buvo }Drasféz, bet éis é}nofus
dave Jjam Vandens Va/ana/é/g }bas//éa/éajo su juo. /ets }b%oras“@’ }berc/uafr
s Enute, kad j& dar Syves, ( paprase Za/}b »ors }bafa/éa// Stam
b%baé“g‘sféz}na 2jah. Moma afidave jam veng & savo ém»f/g /xypuos“a/gc Nesu
visiéhar Tihra ar }baf%éd'au juo, ar »e, bet vis tiek fr@//a/' Viskas bus
konfiskuota. Ji Tesioy labar dbwaugiosi &oirdusy ad eflis vis dar gyves.
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fa/ura/a)/ Jdy | 4 19H
A last some fom/ bews/ £ aré/ /K,/'s hoor)amf /Ka alooréa// rabf. /ﬁzbm am/
7 otk /@%O/ % our /e@f "637307@” she cried - 7 yelled "AlE . e rushed
% the baleory and looked down To see e /0/3 0/ a lifte lond curly
head. Alik s back - what a joyl We fell on kim but ke shrugged us
0// He went M@/Ao%'ca/ﬁf 74 0%( He //af./ He dido'? ask aboud 7%0&, bud
w (X eack room fe /oum/ 6}14107/  Ais /éace darkered We let Aim co}yp/@/e

K./S saarc(, @We waz/e/ /or K/}n % ask /A@ ?u@s//on - éuf/xa »eyver a//a/ //a
Arows TXO%K - poor love.

SMDJQ)/ July 204, 194/
Alik 5 more thosa// today - cKa/j/ and a//@cf?’o»a/@. He told us more
a/@ézlfs. 7[6 cah/p W as Kf/ é)/ ar‘////@):y /?m, aba/ /Aa)/ asca,bca/ » /A@/r
pyjamas, down a éummf staircase. [her TXay had 1o cross He éaff/a/@e/a/
- wibelievable - lite a %/M. 7[6)/ Jmaa/e & o /K& /ores/ but 3 a/a)/s
/af/@r /Ka)/ wa/,éaa/ s/c}o éabf /)7/0 Q }b/af/oon 0/ @r}wab so/cﬁ@fs. ZZ& A/c/s
WEre /}»eo/ u/p am/ ﬂa @/S/( 50)/5 /o/a/ i 57%0 /ormara/ 7[6 O/Kars a//a/
as they were 1old Not' wy clever lifte brofler - ke stood Ais froama(. and

fo/ away wdk o 0/ course. Kuc,é/y he was HRe one born wdk blond

hair and blue eyes. 9/ & fad beer we..

A/aa/nesa’ay iy 23rd 194
A/Ka/ a a///aho}na. We Kam % be TXa f(a//o é)/ 7%@ 6}74{ 0/ fKe J’nonﬁ
- b /7)" 7%5)9@' Kas /us/ f/mn us a cKa/ca. //6 Kas Qa Joé }’nﬁ)?%@/??f Qa
/échoy » He caun/)ysfa/& Hes ollowed 1o take Ais /a)wfy, buf ke hasn't

fo/ ore, and ke wants Mama 1o marry Aim. Bud what w ! K%bpc» //

ﬁ}ba comes back? How w ! he /%74/ us? What will ke Bink? Ma dreads
//w)af » He f(a??/o bt s could be a way oul Weve discussed /ar
howrs »ow and redier 0/ us Erows e answer - i He end only she

can decide.

Sum/ay Jidy Q74 194
We're ,bac;ém;. s a ngﬁwar@ - what 1o tabe, what 1o leave? [here
5 0)74/ so muck we car carvy. Dve taken most 0/ our books 1o »or
ew /'SK /r/'ebaé /or /Kahﬂ % store - buf w&af/ about my sc(oo/ books?
Wil ) ?7664/ /Kaho? Our @aﬂnan nay(éour, f/arr FL-(CKS, says Aa's fmbf %

miss our //ém)y as much as kel wiss us - bul ke's relieved were 009,

He's worried Hat e ?ng,OK/ le }oosféa/ %o e /mn/ éa/ora we are sa/a ”»

He ;/\@7?/0. He Bunks weve made He rg[/ chotce - 7 /\ape Ae's rg?/{/

Monday 4&9)%/ A, 19H
We are setted ot last bud what a sfz’%g)f/e. Kveryone (s /90/(/07; over e
bes? }b/aces - we aren'l e best /90/(/@:”5. weve landed » a two room
//a/ » lrniw Streel - s an M»%WISK@J éw/c//»f, but ot least f's rew.
HMost o/ He Aouses round Kere are ramshackle ofd }o/aces - some »o
wore fhan slwms. Weve fo/ ore room - andller /a)w{j/ He ofher. Just
Mowa, Alik and ) - 50}0(/@ 5wk %’/‘@mfs »earé/ = which is dest /ar
everyone's sandy. Our room (s like a /ur»r/ur@ shop - you can barely
see He //oor. JRere's »o /\eaﬁ»f but Kat's hardly a }bfoé/e)’w o s

wealler. Ma s worried aboud fow well cope when w inter comes. ) can't
believe well be fere Hhat /o»f.

Monday 4@/%5/ 134, (19H
L{»/a/,(omé/@ Hat /?%a can c/\a»f@ so /asf e barbed wire /@»C@ (s
co}n}b/@é. /R ;/\5770 fafc/zs are locked and we are ﬁ".cﬁv@c/ side. We are
//w»; cx(eéi /0 CK@@A a)/‘//\ suc;( an arvay 0/ }beop/a - hoos/ 0/ w/(aho 9
would rever Aave ever el L montis ago. Kveryone rust work - »o
wore. schoo! /or we. ) can't believe ) wasted so nmuch time s/mfn»f /or
exams D won't have to take. Most o/ He work s /aéour/b;, but Here
was a call /oc/a)/ /or educated youno mey 7 /or}n an elie éryac/@ 0/
clerical workers. The work 5 indoors and fX@)/ f@/ /@/ Aree meals a
Ja)/. /@/ cousin lldeymar went to sn up bul ke was late anwng. 7/@)/
wanted 500 - ke was rumber 538 o He gueve. 7/(@)/ only took 534 4
(s distraught - ke Hought o was gommg o be kis chance o escape He

Aard laborr érgaa/@s. DVt weans Ae's Fomg9 % fave o ;@/ Ais Kands c//‘rj/.
We are ol H0079 %o Aave 7o learn rew ways % ;@/ é/ »n s }D/ac@.

%rs/a)/ 4&9}%3/ st 154
A tast word weve kad word ﬂ’o}w 7%0@. We had a visdtor who saw 12
af e XK /arf/ %par@»/{}/ he was poor s/(%oe - bud His war pave
km sowe wattr and spoke o kom for a whie. fa asked kim o pass a
message % us o say ke was copng, and asked us 1o offer some Ke@ %
Ais s/m»f@r. Haya gave Aim a prece 0/ her J&o@//@vy D'm not entirely
sure // D trusted kiom or not bud o will off be co»ﬂScaé/ soon anyway.
She s J“S/ au@ayoyec/ %o fear 7‘%0a s still alwe.
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Didzioji akcija

Nuo &ia man ir prasideda — spalio 28-3ja
— kaskart. Tai diena, kai likimas nulemiamas
spragteléjus pirstu. Sis gestas iSryskina
gyvybeés trapuma. Mano gyvenimas prasidéjo
1965 mety spalio 28 diena. Jei buc¢iau gimus
bet kurig kita mety dieng, man galbdt nereikéty
pasakoti Sios istorijos.

1941 m. spalio 28 d. visi Kauno geto gyventojai
atsikelia prie$§ ausra. Tiesa sakant, dauguma jy
nemiegojo. Jie pasipila i§ namy nenatdralioje
ir iSkilmingoje tyloje, kai kurie neSini zvakemis

keliui pasisviesti,
apgaubti savo
iSkvepiamo oro

riko stingdandiame

Sy 5 nakties Saltyje. Ar
“ taryt snigo? Negaliu

jums pasakyti.

__J!-"—*—*"’: Atminties  kaprizai

véelesniame

gyvenime jai tapo
kone apsédimu. Stai pavyzdys. Mano tévas
prisimena sniega, kaip ir déde Solis; 0 mamos
ir dédés Val prisiminimuose — tik Saltis ir
tamsa. Istorijos iS skirtingy lGpy daznai pasuka
skirtingais keliais, jgauna skirtingas formas
skirtinguose prisiminimuose, bet tik ne Si
istorija. Tiek daug karty girdéjau jg pasakojant is
tiekos daugybes Zzmoniy, ir vis tik ji lyg bendras
ir iSmoktas tekstas. Vienintelis skirtumas —
snigo ar ne.

ISvakarése  paskelbtame jsakyme  buvo
reikalaujama, kad visi geto gyventojai 6 val. ryto
susirinkty Demokraty aikStéje. Vyks suraSymas,
gyventojai bus suskirstyti j dirbancius ir
nedirbancius. Dirbantys gaus didesnj maisto
davinj, o nedirbantiems — paliekamas esamas
maitinimas. Mazai kas tiki, kad tai tikroji uzmacia.

Seniuny taryboje vyko intensyvios diskusijos
apie tai, ar skelbti Siuos praneSimus ir taip tap-

ti Sio zaidimo bendrininku, ar ne. Bet vokieciy
isakyme praneSama, kad visi, pasilike namuose,
bus nusSauti. Vyresniegji kreipési patarimo j ra-
bing Sapiro, kuris visg naktj sédéjo ir svarsté §ig
dilemg, studijuodamas Sventasias knygas. Ga-
liausiai jis nutaré, kad bty geriau paklusti, jei tai
reik§ty galimybe iSgelbéti gyvybes.

Taigi, tamsoje iS visy geto kampeliy atplUsta
8i nenoriai besiritanti Zzmoniy banga. Prie
kiekvienos gatvés kampo ji jgauna jégos,
nusinesSdama letuosius, susirinkdama
atsilikusius. Jie susirenka aiksteje, kaip nurodyta,
iSsirikiuoja kolonomis pagal darbo vieta. Jie stovi
ir laukia, kol létai aplinkui iSausta Saltoji diena. Tik
9 val.ryto atvyksta Rauka. Jis jsitaiso ant pakylos,
o kolonos varomos pro ji. Jis mosteli ranka — j
kaire arba j deSine. Kartais j tg paciag puse buvo
numojuojamos iStisos Seimos, kartais Seima
iSsiskirdavo linkteléjus galva ir spragteléjus
pirstu. Tik po geros valandos prieSais Rauka
atsistoja Juozas. Savo rankose jis laiko Jordano
pazyméjima. Tai néra saugumo garantas, bet tai
yra viskas, ka jis turi, ir jis pamojuoja juo viltingai.
Jis ir Motina pasiunciami j desine, taCiau vis
dar neaisku, kuri puseé yra ,gera’, o kuri ,bloga“
Prabégus kelioms valandoms tampa akivaizdu,
kad dauguma pagyvenusiy ir nedarbingy
Zmoniy siunciami j kaire. Panasu, kad Juozui dar
karta nuskilo.

Kai vélyva popiete ateina Maros eilé, Si die-
na jau regis iSsitesusi iki amzinybés. Kai stovi
ir lauki, suSalus, alkana ir sumiSus, gaudydama
per minig nuvilnijanCius gandus bei spélioji-
mus, laikas beveik sustoja. Vis tik dabar priesais
ja — Rauka. Jo akys praslysta jos veido pavirSiu-
mi, nieko neatskleisdamos. Jos kiinas barSka
nuo Salcio, Sirdis dauzosi... Jis mosteli pirstu jai
j desine.

Ji pasisuka eiti, bet mama ir mazasis Aliukas
neseka paskui ja — jie nukreipiami j kita puse.
Ji svyruoja, ar apsigrezti, ar prisijungti prie ju?

This is where it starts for me — October 28th -
everytime.This day when destiny is determined
by the flick of a finger. In this gesture the fragility
of life comes sharply into focus. My life began
on October 28th, 1965. Had | been born on any
other day of the year | may not have needed to
tell this story.

On the 28th of October 1941, the entire popu-
lation of the Kaunas ghetto rises before dawn.
In truth, most have not slept. They pour from
their houses in an unnatural and solemn si-
lence, some carrying candles to light their way,
shrouded by the mist of their breath on the
freezing night air. Was it snowing that morn-
ing? | can't tell you.

The vagaries of memory became almost an
obsession for her in later life. Here is a case
in point. My father remembers snow, as does
my uncle Solly; my mother and uncle Val only
remember the cold and the dark. Stories of-
ten take different paths in different mouths,
different shapes in different memories, but
not this one. I've heard it told so many times,
by so many people, and yet it is like a shared
and learned text. The only variance - whether it
snowed or not.

An order, posted the day before, has demand-
ed that all ghetto inhabitants assemble at 6am
in the Square of the Democrats. A census is to
take place, and the population is to be divid-
ed into workers, and non-workers. \Workers will
receive a greater food allocation; non-workers
will remain on current rations. Few believe this
is the true intent. There was intense debate
within the Aeltestenrat about whether or not to
post these notices, and so become complicit
in this game, yet the German announcement
stated that anyone remaining in their houses
would be shot. The elders sought the opinion
of Rabbi Shapiro, who sat all night considering
the dilemmain light of the teachings of the holy

The Big Action

books. Finally he decreed that it would be bet-
ter to comply, if it meant there was a chance
that lives might be saved.

Now in the darkness, from all corners of the
ghetto, flows this reluctant rolling wave of
people. At every street corner it gathers
force, sweeping up the slow, gathering in the
stragglers. They assemble in the square as in-
structed, in columns according to their work
details. They stand and they wait as the cold
day breaks slowly around them. It is not until
9am that Rauca arrives. He installs himself on a
mound and the columns are herded past him.
He gestures with one hand — to the left or to
the right. Sometimes whole families waved to
the same side, sometimes a family divided with
anod and a flick of the finger. After only an hour,
Joseph finds himself standing before Rauca.
He holds up his Jordan Pass. It is no guarantee
of safety but it is all he has, and he brandishes
itin hope. He and Mother are sent to the right -
but it is still unclear which side is the ‘good’ and
which the ‘bad'. As hours pass it becomes ev-
ident that the majority

of the elderly and in-

firm are being sent to

the left. Joseph’s luck f
seems to have held ¥:

once more. V

By the time Mara’s /
turn arrives, late in the

afternoon, this day has

already stretched into a seeming eternity. To
stand and to wait, cold, hungry, and bewildered
- grasping at rumour and conjecture as it rip-
ples through the crowd - brings time to a near
standstill. Yet now Rauca is before her. His eyes
skid across the surface of her face, revealing

nothing. Her body jangles, heart hammering...
He waves her to the right.

She turns to go, but her Mother and little Alik
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Ir tada, tg akimirka, kai laikas, regis, sustingo,
pasigirsta vyro balsas. ,Sios moters nereikéty
siysti kairén. Zenia Stromiené yra pagrindiné
nare brigados, kuri gamina maistg Simtams
vokieCiy.“ Né nezvilgteléjes, tik antrg karta
mosteléjes ranka, Rauka nukreipia ja j desine, ir

ji — jau stovi Salia Maros. Aliukas kazkaip prasly-
sta ir atsistoja Salia ju.

Dabar ateina Maros tetos Doros eilé. Jos
vyras Aidikas j aikSte atéjo tiesiai po naktinés
pamainos oro uoste. Naktinis darbas padaré
savo; Aidikas atrodo nebetinkamas niekam.
Rauka iSkart jiems ir jy mazajam stnui Muliai
mosteli pirStu j kaire. Jie pasitraukia j Salj, bet
Dora nejuda i$ vietos ir paprastai bei mandagiai
gera vokieCiy kalba klausia: ,Wieso dahin?“
(,Kodel ten?). Jis mosteli j desine ir tesia toliau.
Tik du Zodziai.

Tie, kurie desSinéje, yrapriverstivalandy valandas
stoveti aiksteje. Jie gali tik stebéti, kaip lietuviai
prizidrétojai apsupa | kaire pasiystus Zmones
ir nedideliais buriais varo juos per tiltg j mazajj
geta. Sutemus pagaliau leidziama grjztij namus.
Aiksteé iStustéja — beveik. Keliolika, iSgyvenusiy
atrankos procesg, neiSgyveno dvylikos valandy
stovéjimo aikstéje, ju klinai pasilieka ant zemés.

Sugrjzus j kadais perpildytus namus jsiplieskia
diskusijos apie tai, kas laukia tGkstanciy zmoniy,
kuriy Cia nebéra. Ar mazasis getas bus anek-
suotas? Ar bus deportacija? Zenia nepalauzia-
ma: ,Jie bus iSsiysti mirti.“ Kiti jai prieStarauja:
~Kam tu skleidi panika, taip ziauriai meluodama?“
— klausia jie. — ,Kaip tik dél tokiy kaip tu Sis ge-
tas sugrius, o kartu su savimi jas nusitempsite
ir mus visus®. Ir tai moteris, kurios vardas man
buvo duotas — Jivgenija, Eugenija, Zenia, Dzené,

Dzen — moteris, kuri visada bijojo blogiausio. Ar
mano amzinas optimizmas yra gyvenimo leng-
vais laikais rezultatas? Galbat taip ir manyciau,
jeigu ne mano mama, jos dukra, ta diena stove-
jusi 8alia ir madiusi tiek daug siaubo. Nepaisant
to, ji niekada neprarado vilties.

Daugiausia pasakojimy apie ta naktj mini
raudas, kilusias 4 val. ryto, kuomet buvusiuosius
didziajame gete pazadino i§ mazojo geto
iSvaziuojanCiy sunkvezimiy garsai. Raudojo
nuskubéjusieji prie spygliuotos vielos tvoros ir
sunkvezimiy 8viesose iSvyde begaline kolong
Zmoniy, varomy IX forto link. Zmoniy srauta
sudare veik 10000 ir jis nuslugo tik vélai ryte. Tai
nebuvo deportacija. Visi jie buvo negyvi dienai
dar nepasibaigus.

Kauno geto
Vilijampolé

— Geto vartai
Ghetto gate

Demokraty

do not follow - they are sent to the other side.
She falters, should she turn back, can she re-
join them? And then, in this frozen moment, a
man speaks out. “You must not send this wom-
an to the left. Zhenia Shtrom is a key member
of a brigade that cooks meals for hundreds of
Germans.” Without a second glance, but with a
second wave of his hand, Rauca re-directs her
to the right and she is at Mara's side. Alik some-
how slips by to stand beside them.

Now comes the turn of Mara's Aunt Dora. Her
husband Aidik has worked the nightshift at the
airport and come straight to the square. The
night's work has taken its toll; he looks fit for
nothing. Rauca immediately waves them and

To the
Ninth Fort J

IX forta

aikste

o Kaunas Ghetto
Viliampole

their young son Mulia to the left. Others step
aside but she holds her ground and simply and
politely asks him, in good German: “Wieso da-
hin?” Why there? He gestures to the right and
moves on. Just two words.

Those on the right are forced to remain stand-
ing, hour upon hour, in the square. They can
only watch as the Lithuanian guards surround
those sent to the left, corral them with blows,
and drive them over the bridge into the small
ghetto. As dusk falls they are finally allowed
to return to their homes. The square empties
— almost. Some who survived the selection
process have not survived the twelve hours
standing in the square, and their bodies remain
on the ground.

Back in once crowded houses, debate rages
about the fate of the missing thousands. Will
the small ghetto be annexed? Is there to be
a deportation? Zhenia is adamant, “They will
be sent to their deaths.” Others round on her,
“Why are you spreading panic with such vi-
cious lies?” they demand. “It is people like you
that will be the downfall of this ghetto, and you
will take us all down with you.”

And this is the woman, whose name | was
given - Yvgenia, Eugenia, Zhenia, Jenny, Jen -
this woman who always feared the worst. Is
my eternal optimism a result of a life lived in
blessed times? | might believe that, were it
not for the fact that my mother, her daughter
who stood beside her on that day, witnessed
so many scenes of horror and never lost her
sense of hope.

Most accounts of that night tell of the wailing
that arose at 4am as those in the big ghetto
were woken by the sounds of lorries leaving
the small ghetto. The cries came from those
who rushed to the barbed wire fence, and saw
in the lights of the lorries, the endless column
of people being marched in the direction of
the IXth Fort. The stream of people numbered
almost 10,000 and flowed late into the morn-
ing. This was no deportation. All were dead be-
fore night fell.
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1942 m. sausio 16 d, }oeméfézc/fem‘s
Nowjenos] Marn rebereiks Rasti bulvig Jurie nax . darég f@/o
dirétuvése - éryacfol/'@, ﬁezéfanéfod'a /éoJ'/bes vok ey /m»/w: Meoms
alstunSiami didindiar resvariy /éoJ'm/g ):ys“u//'a/: Je /‘s“lb/au»aJw; o po %
suc/é/?‘ol/'a?m' jporomis. br wano darbas - }bomwhoas/ A_aomeq kad éiame
a/gb@ Avapo beveik rebelieta Yoros siwnduamos ¢ Aig éo»VaJW/o gala bad
é&/% suaaj/os r /‘5“4/;/?7/05. Mira K agan aféazémfa uX agf/}fn@_ K /‘@,éweng
dieng ji ateira Sturmuodama ir Saukdama ant poravimo merging res wes
jar afé//u»/@'}n@ »@su/a}vpa»éfas pores. Mms maliausiai n?}o/,‘ bad Raxhoks
vokiediy Rarewis furés miwet: nederandias Aojmes, Tadiaw ji »goer[a/éa}na)
darbas ture bidi alliktas tobular C%m jos Sk Tk fa//a. %‘sg /al}ég J{'
kalba apte savo nuostaby siny Standier il wa /bamc/e' Jjo nuotrauky, i

e . 5 [%2 [%2 %2 . . oL . o
J’S ﬁéra/ fa»a »afraaus - KeEmas, aVa/raaléls, 7220/520( Ja/ l//s yra }brmcas.

1342 w. vasario 26 4. treSiadienss
Vs sunkiau ir sunkiau gautt rikaly mamar - nefoc wamais | waisto
davinius. Nejstengiam subaupts Jjo atearpy, bet juk Tap surhu su ja Aat
braustos (& }orofo ! 1y cparediy, Kartacs geriau }baéac/au//,' kad badty
ramu bent trumpam. Mama visq laikg gstempusc Ji negali miegoty res
peles lpa pas jg ¢ lovg o ji prabunda apimta (sterjos. Masy lovoj peliy
réra, fad siilau Jjat susikersti Kelias raktis tar vekia bel pashuc i vél
J }oraéum/a kbykdama vidury nakty i Turive afsibedsti Babar Syvename
»uo/a/ma;/'@ lovy Aedimos: éamse/@'J@) /@»,éj/mam/aho/' su }oa/a'ho/‘s, ho@'f/bc/a)w/‘
bent Lingsniu jas go/ebléﬁ:

1342 m. vasario 9 d. }b/ﬂwac//eb/s
A grummost su savimi Nawjajame darée Ras savadt Saunu }ogoz/c/o}n@
riekele, duonos. Zl;b rortst jg }ba/ausaf?; bad galeSiaun }basfc/a/?»//' su mama
i Alivku - Znaw e alkant /éa/}b i ad - bel 7?‘65/'0; »@st/e»;m fradedu
vedina geriausiy Aetinomy bef Tada nusprendsic afsikast: madyl Kasnelivka
}oaséw‘ dar vieng i .. é@refm/ nieho rebelieka. Hé vis dar albara Je
repauna papddomo waisto. Mare grausia falte. Wik bady kone geriau dvis
regauts papildomo maisto davino.

1942 w. vasario |5 d. sekmadiends
Masy angelas sargas Swandier aplanke wus. e skrisdamas auksinials

sparnas, et terpdamas sunkias roges per sniepq Mums buvo Tap batsial

$alla. Jau /ﬁ?/'au ne savatl lackosi winus 20 Saléio ir, nors dabar tfurime
c/@f/é/j{, pms rebelito /5@ 4/60907/11 ﬁ}fnab/'au, Aaa/ Va/'a/abasg kar )bao’iye&usf
pro /abf@ pamacian. piasy, serel| su rogemas, }br/%mu/o}w‘s hm/zé({;
Os“)buo/fau laukar jo }basf///é// w c}b/éar/'abg bad vienas }bafé velka roges,

o js 74 bus@/}bsoJ'O man savo Sibandiomis meéfbohzs akis. Madge j
/urajo doar vertingesne érangenybe, Odos  baty }baa/a}'ns _ 7iek, kod uStehs
ui/o,b)/f visas sy éaﬂ/é sév/es. Gulyos i L}D/@ Jf éaséarf Aot sausomis
(0‘/'0};4/'5 e per snega. Jis 14 )bc}bras“@') bad rieko b%basalof/ma A liems

;/}nma/é/ams. af/s &no, é@ J/'a fa/VOJ'a %b/'@ mamag. (7/@ b/'aéac/a J'a/' baa//a/'s

us tag Aad }Da/%o Jb resvarbu, kad sugrydo. Jis O,O/Ya//,' a je kalba, i
rel res@meija, bet sako: "4)}7/' tar svardu, Jel miasy Jar9cs /4 yl?” 75/,23

hy//u J§ us dwos Sodius,

1942 . vasario (6 d, ,b/ﬁnaa//em's
Za//}'o/ faa’au /‘sdaf/‘{.‘ }mfézr/‘au, kad veng saVa//g suua&ysm visg c/ufb@, o
Al savatl visq jg pataupysiv i parnesi namo nepallesdama. Siandier
}barsmeéusf Visg faéa/g, afidavian wamai i Alinku Je /a/}b c/i/'a%oe'sg bet
aé buvau /a/}nmfes}?é, »es }bafa/?‘au may }baV)/éo /'s“saagoff duonos jens.
K //@ savartt suuaéo/vsla visg - Zhart - ir nel res(jaus kalla ﬁr}n@
far'/é per belias savades matau ées/'s“)/}bsabé@ mamg,. 7%‘5/%4@)%(, bai buvau
mala, /a/}b doSnar verhdavaw, o mama su 1S balbedavo }bmbcﬁafs%a/;
bad b@suprascv‘/'au Vienntele /ma@') Aung sujbras/amu, buvo 4)‘@/&, elle va
}b/@urer (A iaukss, it s verkt' ) Dabar Jjl yra 72, Aur verkia visq lakg,
0 af esu Ta, Aur nori Fad i liaudyst.

(942 . vasaro [3 c/, fresadients
Kas per diera. Netrubus po (200 buvau pasusta su pavedivu, fode!
gsélinau pima lacko pety Maniow, pasiehs. Gal gausin kokig bule,
P/&JMWHOJ&”()’/@ drumaliname Vam/@b)/Ja, Cla /a/)éo}n@ “sruda". Tar buvo
Avala }fnmf;‘s, bet albis }br/mré/'a c/ap;// éya/é/sfes. i afp 7k Tuo momentu
oridorime &jo Minleris. Tamates mane 6 pasélo. K ap Tu degstt henkts
marno c//'sC/}b/bva/? /ﬁabo fa/as, - rékia "/ﬁ#/VO /a/as bus [a/}b obula
}nao’iﬁ }Dc}buos“a/(é Llutt. Wiks shlandsiar fa/}b lackrodSio meckaniaimas”.
) éttes, Jj& - 7ikras éf?omf?s. ¢ ap bausme ateinandius din sebmadienivs
turesiw dirdte aerodrome. ffios, fad uStehs J%Qg /'5}3}/%797;‘ tas dvi dieras -
c/cug Aam bqbam//és/a.
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F}/'c/a/ «7@»%&)}/ 1674, 1942
News! No more c/g;/»f }oofafoes /or we. D fave a rew Joé o He
JO/{ef/o « orfs/\gas - on a érgaafe suﬁbﬁﬂbf socks /0 77\6 @@r}wa» /mhf./
We f@/ sent Kuf@ bales o/ /?/fx)/ socks. 7[&/ are washed and Hhen made
o patrs. fRat's my J‘oé - }ba/'r/b;,/ Auckdy &y then the smell s wostly
gore. /e pairs are sent o The ofher end 0/ He line /or c/amm; and
(ron(»9. Mira K agan (s (» c/\ag)@ 0/ Ae c/ar»mf. Kvery c/a)/ she comes
s/or}nm/o and yelling af e pairing pils because we Kave sent Aer non-
ana/c/(/bf parrs. We couldn'?t care less aboud a Germar soldier chm; %
wear mematehed socks - bul she s adamant Hat the job wust be dore
}ber/@c/é/ D feel a lifte sorry for her. She talbs ol Ke time aboud her
wom/@r/u/ son. ZZ/Q)/ she showed we a px(a/ofrgo/\ 0/ Akim and ke s
really rafler ugly - short wdk a s?um/ n Ais eye - bud to fer e s a

}O)" (nce.

A/@Jn@sc/a)/ January 2674, 1942
VW s /Oe/f?»; wore and wore cﬁ//@‘cu// % ;@/ shokes /or Moller - ever
%Oams/ //{@ /004/ mﬁ'ons. We cabbo/ s}bar@ 77\6)14 éu/ /‘/ s so a////?cu// /0
cope wik ker when she (s craay for cparefles. Sometimes (f (s better
% e /meiy and Kave some jpeace. She s stessed he whole time. Ske
cannot s/ego because the mice ;@/ nto her bed and she wakes /ys/@rfca/
7[@)’@ are »o mice (» our é@/ so 9 0//@)’ /0 540470 w//( K@r. 9/ works
for a few npkts bul then she wakes screammng agamm n the middle of
He »gv(/ and we fave 7o swap back. Now we lve » a }n@ny-fa-roum/
of bed swapping, Trying 1o stay one step akead of e mice.

/%m/a)/ /e—éma)jy 34 1942
D sﬁ/’pgf/?»;. Vn my rew l/'oé g /0@/ an extra prece o/ bread eack
week. 9 wa»/ so )'mcc/\ /0 save r/ /0 5/<are zdf//\ /%e)'na a?nf Alik - 9
Anow /K@y are os /meg/ as D am - bl l/usf/ can't do D start w ik
best intentions bul hen ) decide o Aave a tiny litle bt and Ren )
have anofler and é@/or@ D krow d. d s off gone. D am stil/ /\w;;)y.
7[@/ Kam 7o @xﬁ/’a /004{ 9 am r/‘a/c//@c/ wr//\ ;w/f./ 9/ wou/a/ a/ﬁwos/ é@
better »ot 7o have He extra rafions.

Sum/a)/ /Eéma:y 1574 1942
Our ;mrc//‘a» a»f@/ came /Oc/a/ Mot /4//»} on fo/céﬂ,» w (795 but cﬂ'%O;/»f
a /\ea@/ s/@aé)@ //\rwg?/\ Hhe snow. Weve beer so /@’wéé/ cold Vt's éeer

20 below zero /or more Han a week and a/ff/\my/\ we fave a burner
row we Aave na//{/»f leff 1o burn. ) 77\0%(0/{/ 7 was seeing f?{mfs

w/@m 7 /ooléea/ out 0/ //Q% zdmafow am/ saw by fmm//afzﬁr wr/K Qa
s/acéoa lader down wdk wood ) dasked out to weel kim and old kom
0// /or ch%omf He s/ecéoe on Ais own buf ke Jus/ smiled at we w ik
Ais Tw mokly blue eyes. D Kis é%o ke had ever wore precious freasure.
A_ealler /or e soles o/ our shoes - @70&30/\ % cover all He Aoles.
VPl Kink 0/ Ao emay//?ng D walk out nto he snow w ik a/)y /e@/. He
asked 0774/ Aot we don't #l! e rest 0/ He /a}w& He £rnows fow //{a)/
/e@/ about /7&)%9. ﬁg listens 1o aff fXﬂff crificisms 0/ /<€/r am/ /\a %Qesh'/
even c//‘s%oraa. Bu e says "What does o matter // our 6260);0@ loves

her?" D fove kim so muck /or sayng Aot

/”O»a@/ Eémca)y 16744, 1942
H urny/ 7 Kam a solution to //(ﬂ }Droé/c’/}’n 0/ //(ﬂ extra rafions. 7 /\am
decided Rat one week D will eal oll e bread and Re rext week )
wll save o al! am/ ér/bf d //\OJ’W@ u»/ouc/(aa{ ZZ@/ D ém%(o/{/ Ko)*nc’/ 71&
whole chunk and gave o 1o Mawa and AlE. Tkey were so K,c?go)/ _ but )
@ as /(a)gb/er because ) J’MQ??%O&J af last 1o save o /or Hem. Next week 7
wdl eat o ol - sﬁ”aéo/(/ away - and ) won't ever /e@/ fw/{}//. Vs He
first tme D have seen Mama smile for weeks. ) remember how - wher
7 was younger - D used 1o cry so much and she and 12 w ould s}beaxé
o Frenck so D didn't wnderstand 7ke one ,erase D wnderstood was
"Hrete - elle va p/@ur@r" g 5/0/3 shkell start crymg " Now o s ske who
cries al! //Q% fome am/ 7 am //\a one zd/<0 a)/;c/(&s $/<c% wou/a/ s/gb

Wednesday february 134, 1942

What a a/a/ D was sent o vrwn an ervand s/\oa’/{y a%/gr 12 so 7 cr%o/

o early for my Lunch. 7 f;/\OMdOK/ D may be lucky. Maybe ;g/ a /yoféz/o

//oa//bdo » He hmrl)/ water Rat passes /or 'sou}o" V't was s/up/'a/ ”

but /wmfgr makes you b s/up/'a/ /Kmfs. MNuller was wa//émf down The

corridor af Hat very woment He sees we and poes crazy. "How dare you
wndermine oy c//'scv,b/’ma? /{y Chetto” ke screams, "My Ghetlo s Somng %

be like a per/ec/ litte J'ew@//ay box. W will run lite clockwork’ He

rga/é/ IS ﬁ”ué/ }'nac{ Hs pub/sbweh/ -9 am o work /or //\a rext two

5&070/&)/5 of e a/r//e/c( 7 /\gb@ VY have He sﬁ”ehff;/\ % make //()’0%0/\

Hose tw o c@/s - many o not 91
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Brusas sugrjzo

Juozapo gyvenimas uz spygliuotos vielos
nusistovi ir tampa savotiskai normaliu toli grazu
ne normaliame pasaulyje. Neturédamas jokios
apsaugos, iSduotos geto elitui, prie kurio jis
nusprendé neprisijungti, jis neiSvenge sunkaus
triso darbo brigadoje aerodrome. Taciau kas
kelias dienas jis nusimeta geto oda ir iSsprista
i prieglobstj Broneés ukyje, kuriame gausybé
maisto bei malonumy. Jei ne Motina, iSvis
nereikety grjzti.

Tada pradeda sklisti gandai. Kazkoks
vokieCiy pareiglinas teiraujasi apie jj. IS to,
kas pasakojama, galima suprasti, kad tai
keistas tipas. Jis vilki vermachto uniforma, bet
nepanasus j kariskj, ir uniforma atrodo keliais
dydziais jam per didelé. UzZuot pareiskes
savo akivaizdzig virSenybe — nuzygiaves |j
geto administracija su palyda ir pareikalaves
Ziniy apie Juozapo Kagano buvimo vieta — Sis
Zmogus pasirodo vienas. Jj mate svirduliuojant;
ant seno dviracCio tarp darbo brigady, Sioms
griztant j geta, ir klausinéjantj, kur galéty rasti
Juozapa. Jei Juozapas sunerimes dél Siy
pranesSimy, tai jo motina dvigubai tiek. Anot
jos, akivaizdu, kad Sitaip tyCia nepaisydamas ju
saugumo, jis pats sauiSsikasé duobe, o valstiete
mergaite jj iSdavé. Juozas tvirtai jsitikines, kad
gali pasitikéti Brone. Galiausiai jis gauna rastel;.
Paslaptis iSaiSkéja. Broné isteisinama. Rastelis
nuo Johaneso Bruso.

Juozapas susipazino su Johanesu ir Vera Bru-
sais 193%-aisiais, kai Lietuva jau buvo soviety
Seselyje, bet dar nebuvo pakliuvusi po jy padu.
Nutrdkus zZaliavy tiekimui i§ Vokietijos ir Angli-
jos, fabrikas nebegaléjo jsigyti pakaitiniy ge-
lez&iy gyvybiskai svarbiam jrengimui — apkar-
pymo masinai. Neturint astriy gelezdiy iskilo
pavojus audinio kokybei, o kartu ir pacios Sei-
mos gyvenimo kokybei. Juozapas nujauté, kad
turi bati zmogus, galintis pagalasti geleztes
Kaune, bet tai nebuvo paprastas darbas; ge-
leztés buvo sudétingos spiralés ir reikejo ne

tik jgadziy, bet ir iSradingumo, norint jas pa-
galasti. Paieskos jj atvede | nedidele
dirbtuvéle, kuriai vadovavo mazakal-
bis keistos iSvaizdos vyras, aistringas
astraus plieno ir problemy iSsprendi-
mo megejas. Jis pamaneg, kad rado ta,
kurio ieskojo. Tuomet Bruso ieskojo
Juozapas.

Kaip jis pasakyty, Johanesas Brusas
aistringai sprendé problemas, bet
jozmona Vera aistra jauté Juozapui.
Jis turéjo polinkj perdéti, ar net
pasakoti visiSkus prasimanymus,
bet tai yra viena sritis, kur, ko gero,
galime jo zodzius priimti kaip
fakta. Jo nejtikétinas gebéjimas
visg gyvenima apzaveti
moteris — ta liudija devyniolikameté
meiluze, raudanti prie jo patalo, kai jis miré
sulaukes septyniasdeSimt devyneriy — jau
tuomet buvo padiame smarkume. Siuo
konkre€iu atveju Juozapas elgési garbingai ir
jo santykiy su Vera nevainikavo lytinis aktas. Ar
Johanesas buvo dékingas uz tai, kad Juozapas
mané nedera pasinaudoti tuo, kas akivaizdziai
sitloma? Juozapa, savo ruoztu, musis visada
labiau zavéjo nei pergalés paradas, o su Vera
karas jau buvo laimétas. Jtariu, kad bltent del
to Veros dorove liko nepazeista, o ne dél to,
kad buty buve atsizvelgta j Bruso santuokos
Sventuma.

Brusas buvo keistuolis; introvertas, rusiskai
kalbantis etninis vokietis, atsidaves Jehovos
liudytojas. Jo kiinas per mazas, galva per didele,
kurig gozé sunkus juodi akiniai storais remeliais;
jis neturéjo draugy. Juozui taip pat trako draugy
ir taip jie tapo keista trijule.

Ir tada, paCiame soviety puolimo i§ Ryty
ikarStyje, Hitleris pirmakartg asmeniskaijsiverze
j Juozapo gyvenima i$ Vakary. Pagal Molotovo-
Ribentropo sutarties slaptajj prieda visi etniniai

Joseph's life behind the barbed wire settles
into its own kind of normality in a far from
normal world. Afforded none of the
protection handed out to the
ghetto elite he has chosen not
to join, there is no escaping
the hard labour of the work
brigade at the airfield. But every
few days he sheds the skin of
the ghetto and slips away to the
haven of Bronja's farm. If it were
not for Mother, there would be no
need to return at all.

Then rumours begin to circulate.
A German officer is asking for him
by name. By all accounts he cuts an
odd figure. He wears the uniform

of the Wehrmacht but he doesn't

look like a military man, and his
uniform appears to be several sizes too
large. Rather than asserting his obvious
authority - marching into the ghetto
administration mob-handed, and demanding
to know the whereabouts of Joseph Kagan - he
appears alone. He is seen wobbling along on
an old bicycle beside the work details as they
return to the ghetto, asking where he can find
Joseph. If Joseph is alarmed by these reports,
his mother is doubly so. It is clear, she tells
him, that his wilful disregard for their safety is
coming home to roost and the peasant girl has
betrayed him. Joseph is adamant that he can
trust Bronja. Eventually he receives a note. The
mystery is solved. Bronja is absolved. The note
is from Johannes Bruss.

Joseph at
Gamyba 1940

Joseph had met Johannes and Vera Bruss in
‘39, when Lithuania was under the shadow, but
not yet under the heel of the Soviets. Cut off
from German and English supplies, the factory
could no longer source replacement blades
for a vital piece of machinery — the cropping
machine. Without sharp blades the quality of

Bruss is Back

the cloth was in jeopardy, and with it the quality
of the family’s very existence. Joseph felt there
must be someone who could sharpen the
blades locally but it was no straightforward
job; the blades were complex spirals and
it would take not only skill, but ingenuity, to
hone them back to life. His search led him to
a small workshop, run by a man of few words
and strange appearance, with a passion for
sharp steel and problem solving. He thought
he might have his man. Back then it had been
Joseph who had gone looking for Bruss.

As he would tell it, Johannes Bruss had a
passion for problem solving, but his wife,
Vera, had a passion for Joseph. Prone to
exaggeration, if not outright invention, this is
one area where we can probably take his word
as fact. His uncanny lifelong ability to captivate
women, evidenced by the 19 year old girlfriend
sobbing at his deathbed when he passed
away at the age of 79, was already in full sway.
On this particular occasion, Joseph acted with
honour, and his relationship with Vera remained
unconsummated. Was Johannes grateful that
Joseph saw fit not to take advantage of what
was clearly on offer? For Joseph's part, he was
always more bewitched by the battle than
the victory parade, and with Vera the war was
already won. | suspect that is what kept Vera's
morality intact, rather than any regard for the
sanctity of the Bruss marriage.

Bruss was an oddity; an introvert, a Russian
speaking ethnic German, a devout Jehovah's
Witness. His body too small, his head too
big, dominated by heavy thick-rimmed black
glasses; he had no friends. Joseph was also
short on friends and they fell into a quirky
threesome.

And then, in the midst of the Soviet assault

from the East, Hitler made his first personal
foray into Joseph'’s life from the West. A clause
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vokieciai turéjo bati grazinti j Vokietija. Vokieciai
Zinojo, kad vykdant invazijg jiems reikés kadriniy
darbuotojy — rusy kalbg mokanciy zmoniy.
1940 mety pradzioje Brusui buvo teduotos vos
kelios dienos prisistatyti j repatriacijos centra.
Laiko uzteko tik susimesti j krepsj pacius
svarbiausius daiktus ir jie iSvyko, buvo grazinti
Latgal“ j Vokietijg, kurios niekada nebuvo net
regéje. Johanesas iSsaké Juozapui paskutinj
savo praSyma. ,Jei tau pavykty sutvarkyti masy
reikalus, parduok namg, kiek nors uzdirbk iS$
to, ka paliekame..” — jis bejegiSkai guzteléjo
peciais, Vera supratingai nusiSypsojo — ji tikejo
Juozapu.

Prabégo dvejetas meteliy ir Stai Brusas sugrjzo;
sekvestruotas j kariuomene ir pasiystas atgal
j Lietuvos fronta tarnauti vokiediy karinéms
pajégoms. Jis vadovauja nedidelei gelezies
liejyklai, kuri yra netoli geto riby ir gamina
Saudmenis vokieCiy karinéems pajégoms.
Juozapas slapta iSsmunka i§ savo darbo
komandos ir suranda buda patekti j liejykla, kur
Brusas jj pasveikina kaip seniai prarasta brolj.
Lagaminai, kuriuos Juozapas su Birutés pagalba
slapCia pergabeno per sieng, visoje Sioje
chaoso juroje nepradingo ir kazkaip atsirado
prie Bruso dury, o jo dékinguma pranoksta tik
nuostaba, kad Juozapui pavyko jvykdyti regis
nejmanoma uzduotj, kuria dave jam veikiau
apimtas nevilties nei kazko tikedamasis.

Jis nori padéti kuo tik gali: pinigais, maistu,
drabuziais? Bet Juozo galvoje grandioziSkesnis
sumanymas. Jis nori, kad Johanesas Brusas
paprasyty darbui liejykloje vergy darbininky i§
geto brigados. Brusas pasibaiséjes. Jis bjaurisi
vokieciy elgesiusuzydais, o Staidabar Juozapas
praso jo slapta susitarti dél geto darbininky
iSnaudojimo. ,Juozapai, kaip tu gali manes to
prasyti? Tai prieStarauja mano religijai, visoms
mano vertybéms. Kaip as galiu iSnaudoti vergus
darbininkus? Net ir dél mdsy draugystes, del
visko, kg a$ tau esu skolingas, negali manes to
prasyti. Savalaiké pauzé. ,Buti iSnaudojamam
Cia, ar mirti dirbant aerodrome?“ Brusas
jitikintas. Reikalaujama pateikti dirbsianciujy
liejykloje sarasa, o Juozapas pasirtpina, kad jo
pavardeé atsirasty tame sagrase.

Darbas liejykloje yra dievo siystas, bet vis-
gi rizikingas. Brusas vis dar neperpranta geto
zydy gyvenimo trapumo ir jam sunkiai pavyksta
zaisti zaidima taip, kaip jis turi bati zaidziamas.
Jis instinktyviai pasisveikina su Juozapu ryte, kai
brigada atvyksta j darbg, ir tik nuolatinis Juo-
zapo grizijimas jtikina jj, kad prie prizidrétojy
jis turi elgtis su juo kaip su vergu, o ne kaip su
drauguy, kitaip rizikuoja savo gyvybe.

UzZuot dienomis sunkiai trilises varginanciame
Saltyje, Juozapas dabar dirbaiSsirenges ikijuos-
mens prie karstos krosnies. Bet kazka reikia au-
koti — ir tai yra jo santykiai su Brone. Dabar jis
jau nebegali pradingti keliom dienom. Jis dar
vieng — paskutinj — karta iskeliauja. Sjkart — at-
sisveikinti.

Ir yra dar viena priezastis, dél kurios jis jaucia,
kad atéjo metas judéti pirmyn. Jis susipazino su
jauna moterimi Margarita Stromaite. Jis susi-
pazino su savo busima zmona.

in the Molotov-Ribbentrop Treaty ruled that all
ethnic Germans be repatriated to Germany.
The Germans knew they would need cadres
of people who could speak Russian when
they carried out their invasion. Early in 1940,
Bruss was given a matter of days to report
to a repatriation centre. No time to do more
than fling their most important possessions
into a bag and they were gone, taken ‘back’
to the Germany they had never even known.
Johannes made a final request to Joseph. “If
you can wind up our affairs, sell the house,
make anything from what we've left behind...
He shrugged helplessly, Vera smiled knowingly
- she believed in Joseph.

Now here we are, two years later, and Bruss is
back; sequestered into the army and sent back
to the Lithuanian front to serve the German
war effort. He is in charge of a small iron
foundry making ammunition for the German
war effort not far from the boundaries of
the ghetto. Joseph slips away from his work

Vytautas Gelezies liejykloje

Penktas i$ desinés paskutingje eiléje, apie 1937

Vytautas at the Iron Foundry
Back row 5th from right ¢.1937

detail and finds his way to the foundry where
Bruss greets him like a long lost brother. The
suitcases that Joseph had smuggled across
the border with Birute had somehow found
their way through the sea of chaos to Bruss’
door and his gratitude is only exceeded by his
surprise that Joseph had managed to achieve
the seemingly impossible task he had set him,
more in desperation than expectation.

He wants to help in any way he can: money,
food, clothes? Joseph has a grander scheme
in mind. He wants Johannes Bruss to request
a brigade of slave workers from the ghetto to
workat the foundry. Brussis horrified. He abhors
the treatment of the Jews by the Germans
and here is Joseph asking him to collude in
the exploitation of the ghetto workers. “How
can you ask this of me Joseph? To go against
my religion and all my values and to use slave
workers? Even for our friendship, for all that |
owe you, you cannot ask me to do this.” A timely
pause. “Exploited here, or worked to death on
the airfield?” He is persuaded. A work detail
is requested, and Joseph engineers that his
name is on that list.

Work in the foundry is a godsend but not
without peril. Bruss still has little understanding
of the fragility of the life of the ghetto Jews, and
finds it almost impossible to play the game as it
has to be played. He instinctively greets Joseph
in the morning as the brigade arrive and only
constant badgering from Joseph persuades
him that he must treat him as a slave rather
than as a friend in front of the guards, or put
his life at risk. Rather than days of hard labour in
the punishing cold Joseph now works stripped
to the waist in the heat from the furnace.
But something has to give — and that is his
relationship with Bronja. Now he can no longer
disappear for days at a time. He makes one last
trip to say goodbye.

And there is one more reason he feels it is time

to move on. He has met a young woman named
Margaret Shtrom. He has met his future wife.
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You are required to wear the following insignia on
the left side of your chest; a yellow star of David
8-10cm in diameter. You are responsible to come
up with the insignia yourself. There will be no
exceptions based on sex or age. If you are caught
without the insignia you will be arrested.

You are not allowed to walk on the
pavements. You are to walk single file
on the right side of the street.

Between July and August 15 of this year
you are required to move to Viljiampole.
There will be no exceptions. The move

will be carried out at your own expense.

You are only allowed to walk on the streets
or to appear in public from 6am to 8pm. At
other times, if you are caught in a public
place, you will be arrested.

You may not hire a person
of another nationality.

You are not allowed to walk on
the promenades and are not
allowed in any public parks.

You are not allowed to sit
on public benches.

You are not allowed to use any public
transportation such as taxis, coaches,
buses boats and simialr vehicles of
transportation.

You are forbidden to
be present or to make
purchases from public
markets before 10am.

You are forbidden to walk in
the streets with your hands
in your pockets.

You must hand over all
electrical appliances such
as kitchen stoves and
ovens.

You are summoned to
hand over all blackout
materials.

You must hand over any
furs and fur products to
the authorities today.

You are forbidden to carry
money when going into the

Ghetto Decrees

Pregancy is forbidden. Every pregnancy must
be terminated. An 8 or 9 month pregnancy may

You are forbidden to
purchase foodstuffs and
other items in the city.

You must hand over one
piece of toilet or shaving

If you own a radio you will turn it in
immediately to the housing administration
office. Non compliance will be punished
severely.

soap.

be completed. From September all pregnant

ity. .
oy women will be put to death.

You are to hand over all books,
regardless of their content or language.

You are banned from
demolishing houses or parts
of houses, or dismantling
fences for the purposes of
procuring firewood.

All schools must be closed
immediately. Any teaching as well
as any religious training is forthwith
prohibited.

Absence from work without
justifiable reason will be punishable
by death. Inspections and searches
of houses will be conducted by the

You are forbidden to be on Gestapo.

the ghetto streets after 9pm.

From this day any pregnant woman
The area adjoining the Ghetto will be killed on the spot.
fence has been declared a

death zone. If you are caught

approaching the fence you will

Your Star of David badge
is required to be made

All fodder such as oats, be shot. of fabric rather than It is henceforjch forbidden to
hay or straw must be embroidered as previously. use horses within the ghetto.
handed over. Funeral hearses and all other
If you own firearms you will turn types of wagon must henceforth
them in immediately to the military be pulled by people.
headquarters. .
Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942

You must hand over any
remaining carriages, cabs

You must set up a barbed
wire fence around the ghetto.
You must undertake this work
yourselves.

You are forbidden to

walk on the shores of

the Vilija river.

and sledges

All items of your
property must

You are required to wear a yellow star
of David 8-10cm in diameter on the left
chest as well as on the back.

You are herewith forbidden to sell,
to exhange, or to realize in any other
way your property. The destruction
of equipment or valuables is likewise
prohibited.

be registered by
September 9th.

You are forbidden to
bring newspapers and
foodstuffs into the ghetto.

/

You are forbidden to keep
dogs unless they are on a
leash or to let cats into the
street.

You must hand over the following: Any
money in Russian or German currency
exceeding 100 rubles per family,

all valuables inculding gold, silver,
precious stones and other precious
metals, securties and receipts of
depsosits, valuable paintings, valuable
fur products and furs (except for ...

All males are required to wear headgear
in the street and to pay respects to
uniformed persons by taking it off.

You are ordered to bring all cats
and dogs to the synagogue on
Veliuonos Street.

You are required to hand over
all fresh water sports gear and
boats to the authorities.

You are to hand over all metal items. The collection includes all loose and built in items
such as: ashtrays, table tops, decorative pieces, bronze items, cans and kettles, trays and
table utensils, household items - especially cooking utensils - birdcages, door signs and
fixtures, ledges, door handles, window handles, hooks, doors, railings, figures, carriages,
reliefs, clothing, wall and door plates, as well as coins, copper roofs, wall coverings,
stairtops, brass weights, all kinds of hooks, hot water bottles, musical instruments, lead

You are fobidden to slauahter poultry or animals.

... sheepskins or very worn furs) good carpets
and pianos, typewriters, all electrical appliances
including those which can be used for medical
or professional purposes, good materials for
suits and coats, cows and poultry, horses with
harness and carts, stamp collections.

pipes, unusable lead, and in general all articles of the above named metals and alloys
exitsiting in households and workshops. Failure to hand over any of the items listed, or
any other irregularities will be severely punished.
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Pirmasis pasimatymas

Taigi, Cia tas momentas, kai jy istorija prasideda
iS rimtyju. Prisukamas patefonas groja ketvirtaja
Caikovskio simfonija. Astuoniolikmetés Marga-
ritos Stromaités rankose — butelis degtinés. Ji
geria, né laSelio nepasidlydama jaunuoliui, kuris
ir parpino Siy nepaprasty gérybiu.

Pirma karta susitikti su Siuo liGdnai pagarsé-
jusiu nepazjstamuoju ja nusivedé pussesere
Irena. ,Eime. Jis turi muzikos ir desros. Ar gal
jsivaizduoti tokj dalyka?” Ta pirma vakara jis ja
jsimyléjo — ji neliko suzavéta. Nors desra jai pa-

.

|

ey,

Juozapas ir Mara, Bukarestas, 1945

tikoir ji nepraleis progos pasivaisinti privaCiame
jo maisto sandeliuke, ta ji darys tik savo mazo-
sios pusseseres draugijoje. Jis buvo pasiryzes
susitikti su ja be pasaliniy. Sau galvoje uzsi-
brezé Sig uzduotj, o jeigu jau jis ko uzsimano,
ta tikrai gaus, tuo jis absoliuciai tikras ir taip bus
visg jo gyvenima — taip viskas prasideda.

Jis kviecia, ji atsisako;jis vilioja, ji atsispiria, jis uz-
pila ja savo zavesiu, ji nubraukia Salin... bet jis jau
nusprende. Kol kas ji dar nezino, ka tai reiskia,
kai jis kazka susigalvoja ir nusprendzia. Ji dar
nezino, koks stiprus jo pasiryzimas, kokia beribé

jo valia laiméti, kaip toli jis gali eiti. Visus Siuos
dalykus ji dar suzinos. Ir jie iSgelbés jai gyvybe,
formuos jos gyvenima, sugadins jai gyvenima.
Bet kol kas ji — tik naivus nekaltas kadikis, tad... ji

»Juozapai, as gi tau sakiau. Praleisiu vakara viena
su tavim tik tuo atveju, jei surasi man butelj
degtinés, Ketvirtajg Caikovskio simfonijg ir
vieta mudviem.” Jos balse girdziu juoka iS savo
padios jzdlumo.

Ar ji nujauté? Ar jau jtare,
kadSisnepaprastasvyras
tokiomis nepaprastomis
aplinkybémis gali
padaryti nepaprasty
dalyky? Jtariu, kad taip.
Brolis Aliukas atneSa
jai rastelj; ,Ryt astunta
blk pasiruosus. Turiu
visus tris® Tai buvo
taip nertpestingai meté
jam po koju. Jos zodziais,
tai — ,tiesiog kvailas
bldas pasakyti ,aciq,
ne®. Jei bent akimirka
blty pasvarsciusi, kad
jis gali priimti ta i$S0kj,
niekada nebduty iSdrjsusi
jo paskelbti. Bet ji visada ir
nepataisomai iStikima savo zodziui — tai nickada
nepasikeis, per visg jos gyvenima — taigi, kitg
vakara astunta ji laukia, nes davé zod.

Belaukiant, uz lango pasigirsta su niekuo ne-
supainiojama Caikovskio simfonijos melodija.
Ir antai, ant Zemeés lopinélio Salia namo, stovi
sena palapiné ir bltent iS jos sklinda muzika. Ji
iSeina laukan ir eina link palapinés. Viduje, ant
palapinés grindy, sedi visas Svytintis Juozapas,
Salia jo — prisukamas gramofonas ir iSdéliotos
vaises, kurios buty nudziuginusios net taikos

So this is the moment when their story begins
in earnest. Tchaikovsky's fourth symphony
plays on a wind up gramophone. Margaret
Shtrom — 18 years old - drinks a bottle of vodka
and doesn't offer the young man, who provided
such extraordinary riches, a single drop.

She had first been taken to meet him, this
notorious stranger, by her cousin Irena. “Come.
He has music and he has sausage. Can you
imagine such a thing?” He fell for her that first
night - she was unimpressed. Although she
enjoyed the sausage, and wouldnt pass up
the opportunity to share in his private larder
again, she would only do so in the company of
her young cousin. He was determined to get
her on her own. He set his mind to the task,
and what he wants he believes with absolutely
certainty he can have — this never changes his
whole life —and so it begins.

He invites, she declines; he cajoles, she resists,
he pours his charm on her, she brushes it
aside.. but he has decided. At this moment she
doesn't yet know what this means — him setting
his mind to something. She doesn't know the
strength of his determination, the boundaries
of his will to succeed, the lengths to which he
will go. She will learn all of these things. They
will save her life, they will shape her life, they will
blight her life. But for now she is an innocent
and so.. she plays with him, like the child which
to all extents and purposes she still is. She
issues the challenge:

Joseph. I've told you. I'll only spend the evening
alone with you if you find me, a bottle of vodka,
Tchaikovsky's Fourth Symphony and a place of
our own.” | can hear the laughter in her voice at
her own audacity.

Did she have an inkling? Did she already
suspect this extraordinary man could produce
extraordinary things in these extraordinary
circumstances. | suspect she did. It is her little

The First Date

brother, Alik, that brings her the note. “Be ready
tomorrow at eight. | have all three”. It had been
a fantasy, this challenge she had dropped at
his feet so carelessly. She describes it as “Just
my silly way of saying - No thank you.” Had she
considered even for a moment that he may
meet the challenge she would never have been
so bold as to have issued it. But she is true to
her word, always and irredeemably - this never
changes her whole life - and she gave him her
word, and so she is waiting the next evening at
eight.

As she waits she hears the unmistakable
strains of the Tchaikovsky symphony outside
her window. And there, on the patch of
ground beside the house is an old tent and it
is from here that the music comes. She steps
outside and makes her way to the tent. Inside
is a beaming Joseph, sitting beside a wind up
gramophone,andlaid out onthe floor of the tent
is a feast which even in peace time would have
been a delight; in the ghetto it is unimaginable.
Sausage, bread, potatoes.. Food, she tells me,
never tasted so good - before or since.

She doesn't share the vodka. Why? Because
she fears that if he gets drunk he may get frisky
and so the only solution? “To drink it all myself
of course”. When he reaches out to take the
bottle she snatches it away from him. “No.” She
tells him. “ | asked that you should get a bottle
of vodka for ME. If you want to drink you should
also have got a bottle of vodka for yourself!”

The courtship was swift. For his part he was
certain that this was the woman he wanted to
be his wife. He had already started to plan the
escape into hiding and he wanted Margaret to
go with him, as his wife. It was his favourite joke:
that he gave her two options, marry him and
go into hiding, or stay in the ghetto and resign
herself to almost certain death. “She chose
me, but it was not an easy choice and she was
never sure that she made the right decision.”
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metu; gete tai nejsivaizduojama. DeSra, duona,
bulvées.. Maistas, sako ji man, nickada nebuvo
toks skanus — nei anksciau, nei véliau.

Ji neduoda jam gerti degtinés. Kodél? Nes
baiminasi, kad jei jis pasigers, gali tapti per
daug zvitrus, taigi, koks vienintelis sprendi-
mas? ,Zinoma, viska iSgerti paciai‘. Kai jis iStie-
sia ranka, ji atitraukia butel;. ,Ne, — sako. — Pa-
prasiau atnesti MAN butelj degtinés. Jei nori
gerti, turéjai atsinesti butelj ir sau!*

PirSimasis neuztruko. Juozas buvo tikras, kad
tai ta moteris, kurig jis nori vesti. Jau buvo
pradéjes planuoti pabégima | sleptuve ir
norejo, kad Margarita bégty su juo kaip jo
zmona. Tai buvo meégstamiausias jo pokstas:
jis davé jai pasirinkti iS dviejy varianty — iSteketi
Uz jo ir pasislépti, arba pasilikti gete ir pasitikti
beveik neabejoting mirtj. ,Ji pasirinko mane, bet
tai nebuvo lengvas pasirinkimas, ir ji niekada
nebuvo tikra, kad prieme teisinga sprendima’, —
Siuos zodzius palydi audringas juokas ir tumulai
cigaro dimuy. Tai buvo pokstas, bet, kaip ir
visuose geriausiuose anekdotuose, jame buvo
grudas tiesos. O ji, savo ruoztu, labai abejojo,
ar i$ vis yra pasirengusi uz ko nors iStekéti, jau
nekalbant apie Juozapa.

Bet Juozapas, net ir tuomet, buvo nepaprastas
prekybininkas ir visg savo meistriska gebeéjima
jteigti, jau neminint gudraus apdairumo, jis
pasitelké paveikti ne Margarita, o ten, kur
tas gebéjimas turéjo daug daugiau svorio
— jtikindamas jos mama. Zinoma, Margarita
nenorejo palikti mamos
vienos gete, bet mamanet
nenori girdeti, kad dukra
pasilieka tik dél jos. ,Kas
man i§ to, jei tu pasiliksi ‘r'r'
ir zasi kartu su manimi

gete? Jeigu iStrdksi, yra

tikimybé, kad galési man padéti.“ Jauniausias
jos vaikas Aliukas jau buvo iSgabentas uz
geto riby, salyginai saugiai priglaustas vienos
lietuviy Seimos, ir dabar jai reikéjo iSgelbéti dar
vieng savo vaika. Ji nenurims tol, kol Margarita
galiausiai sutiks iSeiti.

Buvo dar viena priezastis netekéti uz jo — tai
neatitiko jos plano. Ji buvo apsisprendusi, kad
pries iStekédama turés dvylika meiluziy (gana
ambicingas skaiCius 1930-aisiais). Kaip gi kitaip
suzinosi, kad sutikai tinkama zmogy, su kuriuo
gali praleisti likusj gyvenimg, jei neturi su kuo
palyginti. ,Ak tu, naivi vistele, — juoko asaromis
trySko mama. — Juozapas bus tavo pirmas vy-
ras, bet tai nereiskia, kad paskutinis.” Taigi, Mar-
garita, Sis 18 mety vaikas, geta paliko su savo
pirmuoju vyru, kuris, kaip likimas nulems, i$
tikryjy bus ir paskutinis.

Jie susituoké spalio pradzioje, tyliai ramiai ir
paskubom, nenorédami atkreipti j save dau-
giau démesio nei batina, per civiline ceremoni-
ja geto administracijos kabinete. Nebuvo nei
vestuviy pobavio, nei Sokiy, 0 medaus meénesio
keliones kryptis...
—dézé.

followed by gales of laughter and a puff of cigar
smoke. It was a joke, but like all the best jokes it
had a kernel of truth. For her part she was very
uncertain that she was ready to marry anyone,
let alone Joseph.

But Joseph was even then a salesman
extraordinaire and he brought all his
salesmanship (not to mention his unerring
cunning) to bear, not with Margaret, but in a
place where it had much more weight — with
her Mother. Of course Margaret didn't want to
leave her Mother alone in the ghetto, but her
Mother would not hear of her staying on her

1970

behalf. “What use will it be to me if you stay and
perish alongside me in the ghetto? If you get
out then there is a chance you will be able to
help me.” Her youngest child Alik was already
out, hidden in relative safety in the midst of a
Lithuanian family, and she had one more child
to save. She would not rest until her daughter
had agreed to go.

Margaret had one last reason not to marry him,
it didn't fit in with her plan. She had made a
decision, that before she married she would
have twelve lovers, quite an ambtious total back
in the 1930’s. Until then how would she know
that she had met the right person to spend the
rest of her life with? She would have nothing
to compare them to. “Look you silly goose.”
this came from her Mother, through tears of
laughter. “Joseph will be your first husband, but
that doesn't mean he will be your last.” And so
Margaret, this child of 18, left the ghetto behind
with her first husband, who as fate would have
it, would in fact also be her last.

They married quickly and quietly in early
October, unwilling to draw more attention to
themselves than necessary, in a civil ceremony
in the offices of the ghetto administration.
No wedding breakfast, no dancing and the
honeymoon destination... the box.

1982
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Gelbstint gelbetojg

Vytauto RinkeviCiaus iSgelbéjimo istorija —
pati skysCiausia iS visy. Telieka pasikliauti
tévo pasakojimu, o pati istorija atrodo tokia
nejtiketina, kad net mano mama ja pasakodama
guzteldavo pecdiais. Ir vis délto... jei taip nebity
atsitike, ar blty jmanoma paaiskinti, kaip jie
iSliko gyvi?

Neilgai trukus po to, kai pradeda dirbti liejykloje,
Juozapas pamato sceng pro dirbtuviy langa.
Kieme vieng geto brigados darbininkg musa
brigadininkas lietuvis. Priezastis, dél ko
uzsipultas darbininkas, néra aiski, bet aplink
stovinCiai miniai tai aiSkiai patinka. Akivaizdus
publikos mégavimasis, skatinant uzpuolikg
smogti stipriau ir Saukti garsiau, kazkaip
padidina Sio iSpuolio Ziauruma. Juozapas tik
stebi pasiurpes. Tai kasdiené scena, Juozapas
jau zino, kad prie panaSiy sceny privalai
priprasti. Bet tada jis pastebi kazka nejprasto:
vienas vyras, kuris néra minios dalis, néra, regis,
ir vienas i$ bario, uzuot dragsines uzpuolika, stovi
Siek tiek atokiau nuo Sios scenos.

Sis vyras nesikiga, Zinoma, jis negali jsikisti, bet
nusuka veida. Veliau Juozapas pasakos, kad
mate, kaip to vyro smakro raumenys sutrakcioja
ir jsitempia, o jo akyse iSvydo gily liides;j.

Sunku pasakyti, kaip apacioje besistumdandioje
minioje jis sugebeéjo jzidréti kazka tokio
subtilaus ir sunkiai apibréziamo kaip gero
Zmogaus esmeé, bet butent taip jis tvirtino.
Galbit §j Zzmoniskumo jrodymo trupinj Sitokio
masinio nezmoniskumo akivaizdoje tiesiog
nebuvo taip lengva praleisti pro akis. Juozapas
laiko batinu iSsiaiSkinti, kuo vardu Sis vyras. Tai
Vytautas Rinkevicius. Juozapas neuzmirsta Sios
scenos ir jsimena varda.

Po keliy savaiCiy Vytauto ir Juozo keliai vél
susikerta. Nors gete gyventi beveik nejmanoma,
ne pyragai ir lietuviams darbininkams. Trdksta
visko, ir norint iSgyventi bent kiek komfortiskai,

reikia pasinaudoti bet kokia pasitaikancia
galimybe nusipirkti Siek tiek papildomo maisto.
Darbo dienos pabaigoje i$ liejyklos slapta
iSnesti brokuota dilde ir iskeisti ja juodojoje
rinkoje mainais uz maistg tapo gyvenimo
badu. Visi tuo uzsiima, tereikia pasirdpinti, kad
nejklidtum. Vytautas i§ prigimties néra vagis.
Vytauta suciumpa. Policija pastebi jj bandant
parduoti dildes ir perduoda gestapui.

Grijzes | liejykla Juozapas iSgirsta apie aresta.
Jis eina tiesiai pas Brusg, tikedamasis jtikinti jj

Vytautas 1970

The story of the saving of Vytautas RinkeviCius
is the most tenuous of all tales. We only have
my father's account to rely on, and this is a story
which seems so unlikely that even my Mother
told the story with a shrug of her shoulders.
And yet.. if it hadn't happened, could their
survival really be explained?

Not long after he begins working at the foundry
Joseph witnesses a scene from the window
of his workshop. In the yard one of the ghetto
brigade is being beaten by the Lithuanian
foreman. The reason for the assault is unclear,
but the crowd that surrounds them are clearly
relishing the event. There is a savagery in the
assault, which is somehow amplified by the
evident enjoyment of the audience, which
encouragestheassailantto hitharderandshout
louder. Joseph can only look on with horror. This
is an everyday scene, the like of which Joseph
has learned you must inure yourself to. Then
he notices something out of the ordinary, one
man who is not one of the crowd, who does not
seem to be part of the pack, who rather than
cheer on the assailant stands slightly apart
from the scene. This man does not intervene,
of course he cannot intervene, he simply turns
his face away. Joseph would later tell how he
saw the muscles in his jaw twitch and tighten
and saw a hollow sadness in his eyes.

It's difficult to know how he could have seen,
in the scrum below, something so subtle and
hard to define as the essence of a good man,
but that was the claim he made. Perhaps this
shred of evidence of humanity in the face of
such mass inhumanity was just not so easy
to dismiss. Joseph makes a point of finding
out this man's name, Vytautas RinkeviCius. He
remembers the scene, and he remembers the
name.

It is some weeks later that Vytautas again
crosses his path. While life is nighonimpossible

Saving the Saviour

for those in the ghetto, neither is it any picnic
for the Lithuanian workers. Everythingisin short
supply and, in order to survive with any level of
comfort, one has to grab any opportunity that
arises to buy a little extra food. Smuggling the
odd file out of the foundry at the end of the
working day and trading it on the black market
in return for food has become a way of life.
Everyone is at it, you just have to make sure you
don't get caught. Vytautas is not a natural thief.
Vytautas gets caught. He is spotted by the
police while trying to sell the files and handed
over to the Gestapo.

Back at the foundry Joseph hears of the arrest.
He goes straight to Bruss, hoping to persuade
him to intervene with the authorities and help
Vytautas, but he will have none of it. Bruss is
a good man, a Christian, a Jehovah's Witness,
and on this occasion his religious convictions
override his responsibility to his friend. Theft is
a sin, the bible is quite clear on this matter and
he, Johannes Bruss, does not have the power of
absolution. No amount of pleading, reasoning
or moral debate will change his mind.

It seems there is nothing more that Joseph
can do. But Joseph Kagan has not survived
this far by accepting what fate presents to
him as immutable fact. What seems like a dead
end to most people, well to Joseph it's a high
hurdle in need of a more creative approach. He
waits until Bruss has left for lunch, walks into
his office, picks up the phone, calls Gestapo
headquarters. Speaking his impeccable
German, he tells them that he is Herr Johannes
Bruss, the engineer in charge of the foundry
and that he has a deserter. He impresses on the
man at the other end of the line the seriousness
of the situation. Lithuanian workers are vital to
the German war effort. This man is a key worker
and if he is not tracked down and returned
to the foundry then production will suffer. He
must be found. He has found a sympathetic
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isikisti, kreiptis j vyresnybe ir padéti Vytautui,
bet nieko nepesa. Brusas yra geras zmogus,
krik§&ionis, Jehovos liudytojas, ir, Siuo atveju, jo
religiniai jsitikinimai ima virSy prie$ jo pareiga
padeéti savo draugui. Vogti yra nuodéme,
Biblijoje, Siuo klausimu, visiSkai aiSkiai parasyta,
ojis, Johanesas Brusas, galios isteisinti neturi. Ir
jokie maldavimai, argumentai ar diskusijos apie
dorove nepakeis jo nuomoneés.

Atrodo, kad Juozapas nieko daugiau negali
padaryti. TaCiau Juozapas
Kaganas nebity iki Siol
iSgyvenes, jei priimty tai, ka
jam likimas dovanoja, kaip
nepakeiCiamg fakta. Kas
daugumai zmoniy atrodo
kaip aklaviete, Juozui -
aukstai iskelta klidtis, kuriai
jveikti tereikia karybiskesnio
pozidrio. Jis palaukia, kol
Brusas iSeis pietauti, uzeina

j jo kabinetg, pakelia telefono
rageljirpaskambinajgestapo
bistine. Nepriekaistinga
vokieciy kalba, jis prisistato
esgs ponas Johanesas
Brussas, uz liejykla atsakingas
inzinierius, ir pranesa, kad
dezertyravo vienas i§ jo
darbininky.  VyriSkiui  kitame
laido gale padaro jspldj situacijos rimtumas.
Lietuviai darbininkai yra gyvybiSkai svarbls
Vokietijos karo reikméms. Sis Zmogus yra
pagrindinis darbuotojas ir jei jis nebus susektas
ir grazintas j liejykla, nukentés gamyba. Jj reikia
surasti. Juozas surado uzjaudiantj klausytoja,
gestapininkas pazada, kad pabandys surasti
pabegusj darbuotojg ir perskambins. Dabar
belieka laukti, kol suskambés telefonas. Bet
pries sulaukiant atsakymo, sugrjzta papietaves
Brusas.

Juozapas giliai jkvepia ir smarkiai rizikuodamas
pasakoja, ka iskréte. ,Jei nesutinki, pasielk taip,
kaip tau atrodo tinkama.” Jis dar karta iStiesia

Vytautas 1932

ragelj. ,Paskambink | gestapa. Papasakok
jiems, ka padariau, tegul ateina ir suima
mane.“ Jis deda viltis j tai, kad nors Bruso
moralinis kodeksas neleis iSklysti i$ kelio, kad
padety Vytautui, bet taip pat neleis perduoti
gestapui draugo, kuriam tiek skolingas. Sékmé
jo neapleidzia. JtUzes Brusas iSmusa jam i$
rankos telefono ragelj ir isSlekia lauk. Véliau ta
padia popiete Juozas iSgirsta, kaip tusCiame
kabinete suskamba telefonas, nuskuba i$
dirbtuviy atsiliepti ir dar kartg prisiima liejyklos
virSininko  vaidmenj.  Naujienos
geros. Vytauta pavyko susekti, bet
paaiSkeja, kad jis ne dezertyras,
O vagis, suciuptas nusikaltimo
vietoje ir jmestas | kaléjima. ,Po
velniy. Noriu susigrazinti tg zmogy*,
— Saukia Juozapas, jsijautes |
personaza. ,Galite sumusti jj
juodai, iSmarginti visg mélynémis,
man nerupi. Gali naktis sau leisti
kaléjime, bet dieng noriu, kad jis
blty c¢ia, prie gamybos linijos.
Mano darbas yra gaminti prekes
Vokietijos kariuomenei fronte ir as
neleisiu, kad tas darbas nukentéty
dél eilinio vagies. Noriu, kad jis
blty sugrazintas cionai j liejykla
— O jei jus negalite to sutvarkyti,
paskambinsiu j Berlyna ir susirasiu
ka nors, kas gali.” Ir nebelaukdamas
atsakymo, jis nutrenkia telefono rageli. Po dviejy
valandy Vytautas RinkeviCius, atrodo apkultas ir
sutrikes, yra numetamas prie liejyklos varty.

O &taiir pati sudétingiausia Sio pasakojimo dalis,
kuria sunku patikéti. Jie né sykio nesikalbéjo
apie tai, kodél ir kaip jis buvo sugrazintas.
Tenka patiketi, kad ta dieng tarp Siy dviejy
vyry, kurie tebuvo persimete vien zvilgsniu,
uzsimezgeé nebylus rySys. RysSys, pakankamai
prasmingas, kad vienas vyras savo nesuvarzyta
ir neapsaugota islikima atiduoty kitam j rankas.
Numanomas dékingumas, dél kurio kitas vyras
mainais rizikuos tiek savo, tiek visos Seimos

gyvybe.

Irena, Mara &
Vytautas 1964

ear and the Gestapo man promises he will try
to find the errant worker and get back to him.
Now all he can do is wait for the phone to ring.
But before there is any response Bruss returns
from lunch.

Joseph takes a deep breath and a big chance
and tells him what he has done. “If you don't
agree then you must do as you see fit” He holds
out the phone once more. “Call the Gestapo.
Tell them what | have done and let them come
for me too”. He banks on the fact that while
Bruss' moral code will not allow him to go out
of his way to help Vytautas, neither will it allow
him to turn a friend, to whom he owes so much,
over to the Gestapo. His luck holds. A furious
Bruss knocks the phone from his hand and
storms out.

Later that afternoon Joseph hears the phone
ringing in the empty office, rushes in from his
workshop to answer it,and once more assumes
the role of the foundry boss. The news is good.
Vytautas has been traced. It transpires that he
is not a deserter but a thief, caught red handed
and thrown into jail. “Damn it. | want that man

back,’ Joseph yells, getting into character.
“You can beat him black and blue for all | care.
He can spend every night in jail but during the
day | want him here on the production line. My
job is to turn out goods for the German army
at the front and | won't let that job suffer for a
common thief. | want him back here —and if you
can't fix it | shall get on the phone to Berlin and
find someone who can.” He doesn’t wait for
an answer, slams the phone down. Two hours
later Vytautas RinkeviCius, looking battered
and confused, is dropped back at the foundry
gates.

Andhere'sthetrickiest part of the tale tobelieve.
They never once spoke of why or how he had
been returned. We are to believe that there
was an unspoken unarticulated relationship
formed on that day between these two men,
who had never exchanged more than a glance.
A relationship, sufficiently meaningful that one
man would place his survival, unfettered and
unprotected, into the hands of the other. An
assumed gratitude that would see the other
man risk both his own life, and that of his entire
family, in return.
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. 1943 m. s}ba/?a 10 d. sebmadiends
Spyf anksti Chana /s“e'l/'o, vedina /§54/§/€u5/u Alinkv, titar sikibusin ¢

/o5 mmég. Mo tada sedime (a/}b ant ac/a/% h¢ (aurg c//'@)?@ vos jsf/en;/au
afé/}b/e's“//' ruo lango. B (jojau Evysts ¥z }baS/mc/a»/ & ud ,éa}y?oo vis dar
barfu su ud rankos V@aéz/hm mizsy el émn;/‘u bernidku. Bet £a 7k

Jt sugriZo - viena Jauduos( apsvagus( »uo }ba/en;my'/}no. Je suftho

s }bréo/aus//: Stame }basau(jye vis dor yra didyriy Dabar jau niekas
rebetrukdo misy, planams - rors swaubingar bijau del savo gyyéés - vis
dar nesu Tihra ar peral darome. Kol Fas esu }bafauféz r nesama Juoao
entuaiaao, sumiEusio su mamos uSTikrintamu, éa»fos _ kartass jaudi,

bad nebetiriv ‘/@f% }br/'eémf?s ar rinktis }baf?:

(%43 . spalio Il d }b/'r)’naa//e??/s
Juozaas wan Tk c/auy buvo }basa/éOJ@s cyb/'@ %/au/@ bet niekos mangs
»eé&fig paruosgs sustikimur su juo asweniéhal /Vefa/?‘u 7 }baa/‘s“/é/b/ﬂ
Bandsiau }b@oasaléa/f mamal Aa/}b Jjts prmerfé’ mane Jaus//s, bet neradau
a”m/a“/g Aé neliman. Jis nedioja aknius storais juodais remeliais su
sf?}br/'a/s ledats, Aurie, regis, kashap alshiria J§ muo mizsy pasaulio
4 0 j AU UmO. Vé u¥ % jo aé)/s shleidSa /014/'@ mhzyég, 704 }oas///;ée;/'/m@
AL tmirksniu }basyufém saupl su. juo. Mamac }ba/e»;mja Jr J’auc//hosz; bad
persgalvosiu i pasditsiy, taSiaun dabar Jt 7h; kad Tihrac esiw Kad bisiu
/'s“fe/ééféa. T wan vis ,éarf/oJ'a ir Rartoia, bad vienmtelis jos noras - /5@/5//'

sabgﬁms aéu sal/o Va/}éus.

(943 m. s}ba//‘o 14 d kedvirtadiends
Vg savartly dirbau liejyhlos brigadoje ir pagaliau Siandier Juosur pavyho
mane s/c;b/a nuswests { pas/o;@, bad }ba}nag//é/‘au s/%b/uw;. /V@ﬂ/)é@'/ma
éo»sﬁ%,écya. /Veo‘”imf:wg ,éa/}b J'a)w /a/' pa@/xéa <1§ saléa, /éac/ cﬁféo }br/'e Jos
re vieng menes| - }bmc/eja dar (A1 wums susr,baa“gsfémf Vs dar reges
»eJS/Va/ac/uo‘/a}na) bad Syvensime 7/0J6 desiie - nedinia Ak lako. Vs
ngba//‘au‘/u /fée’//; bad tar dore//af }bayéaéos, bet //}éejau o jau c/l/eJus pietus.
Dr vis ek tac dar tesiasi ..

’ (%43 . spalio [ d antradienis
Z)/;c/aréfs aliktas. Mes susiduobemel C@re}nonya éag@/‘ ak imirksniu.

Juozas /ure;/'a }bas/%ogs éu/e/j c/@f//??és progac afé“w;sf?: a(,/‘%omu jam duots S
man }basa%oa//; bet j& }basa,ée) bad 1o J@/,éfo }ba/gbma;/'e manime »@égbas/f?'/é/:

B 0o bad V/‘S/ég /'s;%rsru Kar a/@'Jo)'na ¢ £lios /éa)'néarj,' bur buvo f;as/%ofza
Jq/ma’, bashas ja jau buvo pavoges. Gof tar dieviéhasis aﬁb//c/as us 7a
bad rarmi n%bas/‘f;}{ejo?

(%43 . spalio 22 d pe»xé/ac&'@ms
ﬁrhogzéarf Jdengiau § miasy naujus pamus. %aﬁs ir Juozas padare
stobuklus. Cia re rima; bet furime Susinms - anthlodes. A@)fy?ou/@ (i
V/)y[/@ (v rankiluoséius. 1Pies Aelias abimickas /'s;ol'rcb}'na s}becm/% %u/o
beldimag i atidaréme livkg. Tasirode ,ér%oé@/?'s) Auriame buvo duona su
druska r ref J'naé)/fs /as“m/'% ;aéa/@’/?‘s. fradicins }basV@/}émmms naujuose
ramuose, Koks Emogus. Koks »uaj/,éfs.

(943 m. s}ba/?'o 24 c/, s@f}nacﬁ'@m‘s
Bame, fad mus suras, acs’z}b//cfo visq mixsy /a/'/é@) Lol remiegam,
ret swerdia ¢ misy. sapnus. - ohia Sio ?moj//éfo r@aé/é@ K ehvienas
wenkiausias atsdikinis Jarsas mums 4/; }b@n&?}?o frenksmas. fus/mdosféaho@
i Llavkiame ia/éo 54/145»/'0, Aures f?)éra/' sehs }basléwi Dieros )'n@/u é/"au
rel a,bsWersf;' ant dou//o Jroaas dabar batminasi; bad misy Sviesa }'naj/sfs
P relikros sienos /@»@ }o{)’/s“/us. Kol rebus rastas s}brabc//?nas) dardo
valandomis Turove bt aklimo vje Tamso oje. Bandome Jwgaf?; Kiurkés

sfabc/@' Q.

(943 m. s}ba/?'o 2 c{, é@ﬁ/ﬁ’facﬁ'@m‘s
Dirbome belias naktis E edes, bol uStinkavome }bfys“/'us refikroie senoie.
Wik negmanoma prpmti gpso prie wedinig lenty et Jja padaryta. Ve/
turime Svesq. Juoaas Juo[au/a, bad ;a/e'sm dirdt: 1inhucto ia Aar visa Tar
éagsfs, = &0 wuintis mar visar }baf;bléa.

(%43 . spalio 3 d pe»xé/ac&'@ms
1% ramios dienos - raujas pavojus. Waaﬁas) mirtinar /'s”éa/gs) a/@;/'O pree
livko. Buvo Tihrinamas elektros shatikls. Méz’cfumfa}w' Rlausima; )‘V 0/@'/
sféaé,va su»am/@ahm tiek %:euf elektros? Wau/as Surertmo - }b/'r)'ng
karty & pali éag’//'s c/abg gredian el }o/anayom@. Be Sildymo mes Eia
79@/'5}?)/%»5/%4@. Mebuvau Tifra, bad rorue ion s/%b/bwéb. Bet naujienos E
geto Tokwos, kad siaudas Auriy é/"OJo}n@ atsdiko. Jwko dar viena c//'a/éi/'ol/'/'
azéc{/a. 3000 }oae'ha@' per nakt; Grsti - ne cedis. Dabar l/'auél'u, bad
okt pasr/?)é//' Stame saugame }br/g/oésj/l/‘&
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Su»a/a)/ (04 October, 1943
Chara /5ﬂ early s mornng - a }oa/@ /acaa/ Alik clinging /90/\/4/ %o her
hkand Weve beer on tenterfooks ever since. 7 could barely tear )’n)/se//
%’O)’Vl 7’7@ wma/wd al/ a/a)/. 9 a"@aa/@a/ Sﬁ@/??f /<6?’ mm?a/ //(ﬂ corner mf/\
our precious (e boy still on tow. Bul J“S/ row ske returned - alore. 7
/e@/ /ng/ headed w X r@/?‘a/ 7/@/ cyreaa/ %o take kim . fhere are stilf
some keroes n This world Now There bo//{/bf Ao/a//'»f us back /mho
our }b/a»s = a///{o&g/( 7 am /@rr/éé/ %or@/\@?srm - st »ot sure @'s
e rok! hing 1o do. V've beer swept along thus far on the wave of
(70590/\’5 enfhusiasm, combimed w X Mama's C@rﬁamj/ _ 7D sowelimes /e@/
9 /QW@ »o }bower 7% resist or 1o make cKo/ces /or ho)/se//

Monday 1A October, 1943
‘70590/\ /<aa/ /o/a/ e so hmc/\ about Wau/as but )707’7\07; cou/a/ Kaua
}brgmma/ e /or ho@@f;bf /</an n }berson 7 can't ax}b/am. 9 ﬁ”/aa/ 7
convey 1o Moma fow Ae made we /e@/j but D didn't have BRe words.
don't now. He wears K@auy rommed black s}oec/ac/es wdk Rick lenses That
seem 1o 50)';46/{04«) sef /\/h// c}Oar/ /mho //(@ Lgﬁbess 0/ our « or/a/ From
ée/{/m/ 7’7\6%4 /</'s eyes axua/@ suc/\ ca/m suc/\ co»%b@»ca. 9 /e// sa/@
w/f;/\ /</J’n o an nstant Mama s relieved 5/\6 was worried 7’7\.42/ 7 would
cKahf@ )fn)/ homa/ a?m/ 57'22)/) but s/\a row believes 7’7@/ 9 wil! /ba/%a/ fo.
%/ 7 will be saV@a/ §/\6 ells we over a}va/ over 7’7\.42/ s A&r 0774/ A)/S/(
_ 1o see bolk her cAddven sa/@.

%rSa/a)/ (4 October, 1943
Ve beern working on Ae /ou»a/)y éryaa/@ o/ week and /%m/é/ today
‘70590/\ hoabcy@a/ o sho%?f/@ we (7o 7’7\6 affic 7o see 7’7\6 /</a/mdo }b/aca. 9/ 's
ar a)'naamdo construction. 9 a/on’/ Anow Kozd /\a hoa»ayea/ a /’/@ el we
Ae's beer working on d /or wmonths - since é@/or@ we wel VWt st
seems um?mgfrbaé/@ 7%&/ we will lve » /Ka/ box - /or /d/<0 Anows Kaw

/027;. 7 /5@90 ée/?‘@l/m; Ais wust end soon - but Dve believed Aot /or 2
years pow. And stl! o goes on..

Tresdy 194 October, 1943
% a/eea/ 5 a’o»@. We are hoarr/'ec// 7/(6 cere?no»)/ was over (n mowents.
‘70590/\ Kaa/ a bottte 0/ VOa/éa K/a’a’&}? /or a celebration. 9 /O/a/ /\/)'n 7%
f/m 7 10 we /or sa/@ legbm; but Ka sa/'a/ Ke a//a/ rot trust me aﬂar fX@

}bar/or}mwca ”» 71& /@b/ 7Za/ Ka @as a/m/'a/ 9 wou/c/ a‘”/?wé /‘/ a// A/Kab
we came 1o Flids room where fe vodba was Aidder someore fad stoler
o Duime retribudion becavse ke would not trust me?

Friday 2»d October, (%43
/{y /@‘rs/ @b/):y (7 our NCL Ko?na. Vy/au/as and nzsc/% Kam worf&/
wonders. It s »ot a }ba/ac@ but we fave matresses and lankets. A /gxf
bulb and a stove and towels. A /e;o woments a90 we heard @//au/as's
s}bacfa/ brock and 0,0&)766/ He ﬁ”%b door. A basket %bearac/ w ik bread
am/ salf aba/ ever a //79)/ }b/‘ece 0/ bacon /a/. 7Za ﬁ”ac/f//'oma/ welcome %
a »ew Ao}'na. A/Aa/ a man. A/Aa/ ary ac/Va}?/ura.

Sunday Q44 Octoder, 1943
e raa;/rj/ 0/ Ais adverture s ot /@ar 0/ c//'scoma:y ﬂ/é our ma/émf
Aours, and ever wades our dreams. Fack lifle accidental sound s like
a ﬁ@m/arc/c}o. We /reeae a}aa/ aja// /or ﬁ(@ //as( 0/ /éprb/bf Txa/ suraéf
follows. Buring the day ) am rervous ever to roll over on the bunk.
Now «Esqb( /@ars Txa/ our /ésJA/ will be seen erOLésJK /Ka cracks (» TXa
éoarc/s 0/ TXa /a/isa /da/// . L{b/// Qa so/uf?‘on S /oum/ We }nus/ remam  (n

total darfress a/urmosi @ orémf Aowrs. he /)y % s/e%b, He rats run riot

7Zur54/a)/ BA. October, 1943
Fack ngf we have worked 76 }b/asfér over fhe cracks » e /a/%@ wall
4/};405/ /J’V?D0$$/é/@ % make }b/asfér 5//'0( % /Ka & 004/@79 éoara/s, but r/ S
4/0}76. We Kam /éQKf once more. nzsc/% l/'O/ées ﬂa/ 7 car /mc/ work as a
}o/as/ar@r when Ais s over - 7 gur/@ like He idea.

Friday Q. October, 1%43
A ?u/'@/ c/a)/ émbg%/ ne a/anf@r. @//au/as came, as(&b /acac{ % /Aa ﬁ/z}o
c/oor. 7Z@ a/acﬁ/”/'c/{j/ }na/er & as mac/. ﬁues//'ons are éamf aséac/ A/éy
suc/c/ab(}/ 5 so }nucK }bow@r é&/bf usedt) Wau/as //us/@r@a/ - /or TXa ﬂrsf/
e, 7Z/‘$ may be over bmc( sooner /Ka}a We }b/abb@a/ A///Kouf/ Kaa/ We
wil! rot swvwe Kam. 7 & as rot ce)%am /Ka/ 7 mab/aa/ % come Kara.
Bul rews /m}w ﬁ(@ f(ﬂ//o (s /Kaf/ TXa Aormrs @We /aamc/ Kam come 1o
pass. Arcther ma 2jor action Aas taken place. 3000 taker overnght Returr
S »ot an 0/7//‘0}7. g now /ma/ }n)/se// /0}7;09; 7% remaln (7 /Kfs sa/e

Aaver.
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Laidotuviy biuras

Anapus liejyklos sieny bréksta ausra, bet dézes
vidun neprasiskverbia nei spindulélis. Mara ir
Juozapas susiglaude ant gulto, atsigreze viens
i kitg, tyliai Snabzdasi tamsoje. Virs jy — Motina,
atsigulusi ant Sono, atmerktomis akimis,
klaidziojan&iu zvilgsniu, Zinoma, klausosi.

Ji gimé valstieCiy Seimoje, o santuoka su
Benjaminu Kaganu iSvedé juos abu uz jy
socialinés aplinkos. 193%-aisiais, turédamas
kraupy jzvalguma ir giliai bijodamas dél ateities,
Benjaminas nusprendeé su Seima persikraustyti
i Anglijg, bet Mira tam pasiprieSino. Ji liko
Kaune, neva sutvarkyti uzdaromo Seimos verslo
reikaly. Tiesg pasakius, ji manég, kad jos vyras yra
panikos kélgjas, o vien dél jo beprotisky baimiy
ji nenorinti tiesiog palikti visko ir visy, kuriuos
pazinojo. Taigi, dabar jos gyvenimo vyru buvo
Juozapasirsujuojikovojo.Nuo pat tos akimirkos,
kai sovietai peremeé Lietuvos valdyma j savo
rankas, ji éme nesutarti su vyriausiuoju stinumi.
Ji kovojo, norédama apsaugoti ju gyvenimo
blda. Jis kovojo, norédamas apsaugoti ju
gyvybes. Jai pasiseké, kad jis paveldéjo jos
uzsispyrima.

Pasigirsta beldimas. Juozapas pasoka ant koju.
Visi trys sulaiko kvepavima. Laikas pakimba.
Ir tada dar trys beldimai. Tai kodas. Vadinas,
saugu. Cia Vytautas. Jis pasirodo i§ apadios,
kartu atsineSdamas sau budingg Siluma ir
Sviesa. Jis paduoda kvadratine mazdaug 45
cm plieno plokste su skylutémis kiekviename
kampe Juozapui, Sis linkteli: ,Tobula®. Vytautas
nerimastingaizvilgtelijlaikrodi.Likusias paliksiu
po laiptais, Signakt pasiimsi‘ lJis nusiSypso
Marai ir iSeina. Motina nusisuka j siena.

] geta ji ne tik savo noru jzengé, bet tiesiog
Suoliais ten nusSuoliavo — patikéjusi vokieciy
propaganda, kad tvora pastatyta siekiant
apsaugoti zydus nuo barbary lietuviy. Juozapas
i geta jzengé greta jos, nors visi jo instinktai jam

sakeé begti. Nesant tevui, jis jauté savo pareiga
jai, bet Sios pareigos neslége pernelyg Silti
jausmai. Kai i§ chaoso susiformavo nauja tvarka,
ji paragino jj uzimti savo vieta geto hierarchijoje;
uzimti galios pozicijg, suteikti jiems tokj statusg,
prie kurio ji buvo jpratusi. Jis ne tik atsispyre jos
maldavimams, bet ir energingai sieké gyventi
taip, kad nepaklity j radara. Kai vokiecCiai
paskelbé kvieciantys penkis Simtus Sviesiausiy
ir geriausiy geto vyry suformuoti elitine
darbo brigada, vyrai suskubo joje gauti vieta.
Juozapas nestojo j eile, tiesa sakant, pasislépé.
Motina jsiuto. Pragjus dvejiems metams jis vis
dar gyvas. Tie penki Simtai — nebe.

Po trijy dieny, nakg&iai uzslinkus, Juozas, surinkes
krivg plieno plokSciy, pradeda antrajj savo
projekto etapa. Pasiguldo keturias plokStes
vieng greta kitos ant grindy plotelyje prie pat
déezés. Paima matavimo juosta ir patikrina
keturiy ploksciy ilgj. 13716 cm — jis zvilgteli
Moting, norédamas jsitikinti, ar ji stebi. Ir leidzia
sau nusiSypsoti.

Kiekvienas nuosmukis, padéties pablogéjimas
Moting ir siny vis labiau priartina vienag
prie kito. Priverstiné artumo spiralé savo
epicentrag pasiekia Cia, Sioje dézéje. Dabar jau
nebejmanoma nei pabegti, nei atsikvepti, nei
atsitraukti. Jie pesasi kaip narve uzdaryti Suo
su kate. Ji keikia Juoza uz tai, kad atsivede ja | §j
nehigieniSka pragarg, jis koneveikia jg uz tai, kad
neatsakingai elgiasi ir rizikuoja ju saugumu. Ja
iSgasdina ziurkés ir ji jjungia Sviesa. Jj gasdina
Sviesa ir jis uzsipuola ja. Ir visas Sis karas vyksta
tik jnirtingais sceniniais Snabzdesiais, nes Cia,
Sioje pavojingoje vietoje, pakeltas balsas gali
akimirksniu juos iSduoti. MUSis seka mas§j ir
Mara yra priversta atlikti tarpininkés vaidmen.
Bet jau keleta dieny tylu. Motina émeési naujos
taktikos, kurios Juozapas bijo net labiau nei jos
inirSio ir nerapestingumo.

Beyond the foundry walls, dawn is breaking
but no light penetrates the box. Mara and
Joseph huddle close on their bunk, face to
face, whispering quietly in the darkness. Above
them, Mother lies on her side, eyes open but
unfocussed, listening of course.

She was born into a peasant family, and her
marriage to Benjamin Kagan took them both
outside their class. In ‘39, when Benjamin
sensed that their future was threatened and
started to make plans to move the family
to England, she had
resisted. She remained
in Lithuania, ostensibly
to finalise the family's
business affairs there.
In truth, she thought
her husband took an
over cautious view of
the political landscape,
and she was not willing
to relocate. Since
the moment that the
Soviets had taken
control of Lithuania she
had been at odds with
her eldest son. She
fought to protect their
way of living. He fought
to protect their lives.
She was fortunate that
he had inherited her
stubborn streak.

A knock. Joseph springs
upright. All three stop breathing. Time hangs.
And then the three further knocks. It's the
code. It's safe. It's Vytautas. From below he
appears, bringing his natural warmth and light
with him. He hands a square steel panel, about
18 inches square, with a hole in each corner to
Joseph who nods, “Perfect”. Vytautas glances

Joseph 1931

An Undertaking

anxiously at his watch. “I'll leave the rest under
the stairs for you to collect tonight” He throws
Mara a smile and leaves. Mother turns to face
the wall.

She had not just entered the ghetto willingly,
she had positively galloped there - believing
the German propaganda that the fence had
been erected to protect the Jews from the
barbarian Lithuanians. Joseph had entered the
ghetto at her side when all his instincts had
beento flee. In the absence of his father, he felt
duty bound to her - but the duty didn't come
laden with a great deal of
warmth. As a new order took
shape from the chaos, she
urged him to take his place
in the ghetto hierarchy; to
adopt a position of power,
to afford them the status to
which she was accustomed.
He not only resisted her
entreaties but actively
sought to live beneath the
radar. When the Germans
put out a call for the ghetto's
five hundred brightest and
best to form an elite work
brigade, men rushed for a
place. Joseph did not join
the queue, in fact he hid.
Mother was furious. Two
years later he is still alive. The
five hundred are not.

Three days later - night has

fallen. Joseph has amassed a

pile of the steel panels and begins phase two

of his project. He lays four panels side by side

on the floor in the area just outside the box. He

takes a tape measure and checks the length of

the four panels. It is 46" - he glances at Mother,

to make sure she is watching. He allows himself
a smile.
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Ji pareiske, kad verciau mirs, nei toliau gyvens
tokiomis salygomis. Ji jsitikinusi, kad jiems
lemta mirti Sioje dézéje, ir nusprendé, kad
geriau iSkeliauti anapus anksciau negu véliau.
Ji nebevalgo, nebekalba, ji uzsibrézé sau
tiksla numirti. IS pradziy Juozapas jos tyléjima
traktavo kaip sveikinting atokvepj, bet ji su
kiekviena diena vis silpnéja ir jj apima baimé,
kad jai i$ tikryju gali pavykti. Zinoma, jos mirtis
bus tragedija: ji yra jo motina ir jis pats emesi
uztikrinti jos islikimg, bet esama ir aktualesniy
praktiniy problemuy. Jei ji mirs sléptuveje, nebus
kur padéti kiino, o pavantis lavonas vasaros
karStyje greitai ne tik taps nepakenciamas,
bet beveik neabejotinai iSduos ju buvima gia.
Taciau, zinoma, Juozapas turi plana.

Dienos metujie gulitylédamiir nejuda.Kiekviena
vakarg Juozapas grjzta prie savo projekto.
Jis pradejo tvirtinti plokStes vieng prie kitos.
Regis, jis meistrauja ilgg siaurg déze. Motina
nebesitveria savo kailyje, kaip nori suzinoti, ka
jis sumané, bet ji nesulauzys tyléjimo jzado.
Su kiekviena diena jos smalsumas vis pleciasi,
dar toliau nukeldamas jos savitvardos ribas. Jei
ji bGty katé, jau seniai bty mirusi. Vis tik ji dar
labai gyva ir nezino, kiek dar pajégs iStvert Sig
tyla. Pagaliau ji nebeistveria. ,Juozai, — lepteli. —
Ka, po galais, darai?*

Pasakodamas Sig istorija jis mégaujasi akimirka.
Jo akys Ziba i§ dziaugsmo dél pergalés, netir po
trisdeSimt su virSum mety, net kai ji jau seniai
mirusi, seniai palaidota. Jis neskuba...

- Stai, darau jums karstg, motin. Nesijaudinkit,
patikrinau matmenis. Jis Siek tiek per trumpas,
bet netrukus po mirties klinas susitrauks keliais
centimetrais.

Motina mirtinai iSblysko. Jos veidas labiau
panasus j vaiko nei mamos.

— Ar tu koks monstras?
— Ne. AS esu praktiSkas Zzmogus, besirlpinantis
savo Seimos iSlikimu, — jo veidas suakmenéja.
— Jei jau nusprendéte mirti, numirti Cia, ka
darysime su jusy palaikais? Tikrai negalésime
saugiai iSgabenti mirusio Zmogaus. Ne — teks

pasilikti Cia. Meistrauju, kad turétume kur
paslépti jusy irstantj lavona.

Kai ji nukreipia zvilgsnj nuo sdnaus j pusiau
pabaigta karstg, regis, jos kiinas iSdidéja. Peciai
iSsitiesia, smakras pakyla, plaudiai prisipildo oro.
Ji jokiu badu nesuteiks jam to dziaugsmo — né
pro kur jis nepaguldys jos j ta karsta. Ji gyvens,
velniai griebty, ir jrodys, kad jis klysta.

Bet Cia ne ta akimirka, kai galime pasakyti ,ir
gyveno jie toliau ilgai ir laimingai“. Jie nepuola
viens kitam j glébj ir nepasizada pradéti visko iS
naujo. Taip pat ji nepripazjsta, kad jis toli grazu
néra baisuoklis, linkintis jai mirties, o sumanus
stinus, kuris pasitelké visas savo klastas, kad
sugrazinty ja j gyvenima. Taciau ji tikrai gyvena.
ISardytas karstas lieka atremtas j sieng visa
likusj laikg nelaisvéje — taip daznai reikalingas
priminimas apie jiems tenkancius pasirinkimus.

Mira ir Juozapas 1922

With every downturn Mother and son have
been driven closer together. The enforced
spiral of proximity has reached its epicentre,
here in this box. Now no escape, no respite, no
retreat is possible. They fight, like caged cat
and dog. She rails against Joseph for bringing
her to this unhygienic hell, he curses her for
playing fast and loose with their safety. She is
terrified of the rats and turns on the light. He
is terrified of the light and turns on her. And
this war is conducted entirely in fierce stage
whispers because in this precarious place, a
raisedvoice can give themaway instantly. Battle
follows battle, Mara is forced to play mediator.
But for several days now - silence. Mother has
taken a new tack - one that Joseph fears even
more than her rage and her carelessness.

She has declared that she would rather be
dead than go on living in these conditions.
She is certain they are destined to die in this
box and has decided it would be better to go
sooner rather thanlater. She nolonger eats, she
no longer speaks; she has set about the task of
dying. At first Joseph had treated her silence as
welcome respite, but she is getting weaker by
the day and he has begun to fear that she may
actually succeed. Of course her death will be
a tragedy - she is his mother and he has taken
it upon himself to ensure her survival - but
there are more pressing practical problems.
If she dies in the hideout they will not be able
to dispose of the body and a rotting corpse,
in the heat of the summer, will quickly not only
become unbearable, but almost certainly alert
someone to their presence. But of course, he
has a plan.

By daytime they lie silent and still. Each night
Joseph returns to his project. He has begun
fixing the panels together. He seems to be
building a box. Mother is aching to know what
he's up to, but she will not breach her vow of
silence. Each day her curiousity stretches the
boundaries of her self-restraint further. If she

were a cat she would be long dead by now. As it
is she is still very much alive, and she is not sure
how much longer she can hold out this silence.
Finally she can bear it no longer. Joseph” she
blurts out, “What on earth are you doing?”

In the telling of this story he relishes this
moment. His eyes twinkle with delight at his
victory - even after an interval of 30 years
or more - even when she is long dead, long
buried. He takes his time...

“Well mother, I'm building you a coffin. Don't
worry lI've checked the measurements. It's
somewhat shortbut the body willcontractafew
inches soon after death” Mother has turned
deathly pale. Her face is more that of child than
mother. “Are you some kind of monster?” “No - |
am a practical man concerned with the survival
of my family” His face hardens. “If you choose
to die, choose to die here - what will we do
with your body? We'll certainly not be able to
smuggle a dead person out safely. No - you will
have to stay here. I'm building somewhere for
us to hide your decomposing corpse.”

As she looks from her son to the half built
coffin she seems to physically grow in stature.
Her shoulders square, her chin lifts, her lungs
fill with air. No way is she going to give him the
satisfaction of placing her in that coffin. She is
damn well going to live and prove him wrong.

This is no happy ever after moment. They don't
fall into each other's arms and pledge a new
start. Nor does she acknowledge that, far from
being the terrible son who wished her dead,
he is the clever son who used all his guile to
bring her back to life. But she does live. The
dismantled coffin remains leaning against the
wall for the remainder of their time in captivity
- an oft-needed reminder of the choices they
face.
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(944 . ligpos &4 d }b/r)'nac//'@m‘s
A/'@dy,éfa‘/'e Emoniy nebera Vi dardar SMS/OJ'O. #»cyms Sy steny 7ihriausar
cKaosas) bet Eia - Ti# vg// Q. 0(/)/; rakties doﬁa/w’na dienos Aado )€, NMetas
dedl - su/are'b// vise. Cia J'au nesam saag)&s. (anas é/“o, ,éaa/ ﬁ”awéa’a)w&sf
vok eSial sus}brafa/ms V/slég) /ég fa//) jsléa/‘fém/ /?edyféfg. /é ap visad }b/a»@
Tt g/auf&s: Juozas su wotina redelsiont Eeds pas /%ecebawé/% Jis
atrodo (s(iknes, bad je bus saugus de! savo Svies iy ,b/au,é% ho@’é/»%
a;é/'% O man feks Rartriar Ebat Sk ek /é)@’/?au - Vos éwéﬂeré‘/us {
mane, matyl; kad os Syde. ﬁ"a/frgoé/@'ma plysels usdaSylame frago sienos
#/%ah/p/'a?m /a»f@éya) bod fa/a’/a?n@ Whot Senklo.

- (944 . /?'9005 26 a/) tresiadients
Lenklo sulaukem vos Eavéus. Mano madasis brolinkas Alinkas - vilfies
s’V)/wys - su ofha pree Soro }bayma/@' ant Ralyos. Jaozas su motlina /'5”@’/0
0 /éa//g minuliy, Juoaas Tuo ,baé/a varku, /éurf V//éay'o) bar a/@//éo}'na Cla
}br/'eé 9 nieresius. Jis /a/}b su{)’/so) bad tas /éaé@;/'o a»//o ,éa/}b drobule. Ar
jam }bau)//és jS/?na/éﬁ' § wunig? Ar ,baqy[s motinar SMS/VQ/M ElAT ramial
w j//?(a/? -l Jwé % »es&geéa/ Dabar esu Eia viera o lakas slenha dar

(e iau.

(944 . ligpos 28 d ,oe»féféaa//ems
Jauluos( a‘"@s/ 7] fa/ 7’22}14)0“ »méa);o/i ﬂ/u,ér%oééfau a/a%c/'au a/aéi% »uo
/a»fo }bm}b/af?ba/ahoa }0415"6/;/1 Dabar furin /m/éahfzg ahutl, stebets }basau/j{
anapus mizséhio. Wlanda o Valondos stebiu Kan'&am’é /éa/}‘b vanagas, bet

vis dar rematyli nei Alivko, nei oshos, rer 9anymo,

75)?/{72%//'@7)/0 vakaras
f{@ba/é/ - klackiar mua/onas a/a»fus/ w ei)'nomg sduetal paa’&?nauusfama
mua/on)/. Mar, atrode, kad je rodo }b/'ré/a/‘s tiesiar | mano /a»f@. Mane
pagavo }bam}éa. Hr je }ba)'na/e' mane? Ar ésidavion? X/ofﬁ%ar' hog,sfé)?f:
a0 negmaroma, je nemato ret /abfo) /é@ Ralbe! aple ,bé/s”@/j r mano
aky anapus stiklo, bet bame }ba)}?mé mare Visq a‘”aéa»ér'@ a{;/)a/ o a/a'éz’g.
Noréiau, bod é&flg kas nors, Rafhas, re vien Th is popleriaus /gbas) su
Aurivo galediau pasidalints savo baime. A aukin nesulavkin Sincos.

(944 . /?‘%005 ) c/, Sestadients
Standier i vel ofka arnt Falvos »%Oas/roa/@'. Keistar rarnu Eia bt vienad

(%44 . ligpos 3l 4 }o/mac/f@»/s
ﬁefa/?‘au /‘s“@;/'au Antar Alikas ant kalvos lado. fek Jaby vienas Adam
Turom }ogmsaéa//: NeZinaw, nuo Ao ,bmc/e'f?: Alikas }oasaléoJ'a man aple
mano malfly lepsnojant dongy, Kad gefas vis dar smilksta Sudegintas
Ai Semes }baw‘rs”/'aus _ i dar ;//?‘au. 76: Aurie [sa%p/'a/‘ A }baéagos) s/%oe’s/
PO Seme, sm/ef@' g wEduso ruo c/[ch% alaidots harstuose, Aurivos
wane bisiant saugi prf@f/oésém. Vel vedkia dehoti Juoao mcoJ'au/a/‘ - kad
pastepe. mus uX geto varty, Nef Siurpu pagaliojus, kas galejo rudiht .

(344 m. rugpjacio | d. artradiens
Aa/}wm;a (stlatsian $eno /éuioe/oje pas HacenavEis. Jie aé/}bms“o)
bad wmar tenka biti Eia c/ara‘iméy'@ bar Tuo /ar}ou Juoaas su wolina -
Syveramajame name. 16k ey fa/é&/ jau rebera, bet i }oasga//e;/'wo u&
Sydly slepimg dar »éra, Zzlgw,' dar Aury laikg prvalau s/%of?‘s. Jebinte.
Juriu waisto, Tarin )w»és“/g Seno ;uo{},‘ farin %’abyy@ - Aliukas Visg /a/}ég
}bm/a/‘/éi/a sw wanimi - Kt | c{:w;% r J/S/Va/ac/uaju é&fa»é/us VoA s,

1344 m. rugpjacio 3 & Aetvirtadienis
Ik ar Vazéar@: ées/ﬁ’auéfa»j/s Vwéfaé/g Rarewiar @ébo Aur }b@ma,éua//ﬁ
Artanas - apacioj prie kopidny as - rerw gdyn ¢ Seng “Jams bus
repalogu virswj - Ten pilna Swrkyl', pasake jis i je nugjo Saltn.
Bet ke tof dw'sfs”/éa/' A}DSI)éQSMS Senu as Vos »@ués}brm;au ho@'f/bc/ahoa
resukoset. Siyt visishas Aontrastos. Trie dury - Raudonosios armijos
Aarininkas. Motina spiegdamma puole jam ant kaklo i éme buiudtl Jurbid
@ }ba/@nfm;/'/hoa} bad c/abg/‘au rebereih ia gos/hoes//' /éuré»eéy/a. Sake, kad s

atrode /'s“syam/qs) vargsas vaiknas/

) (344 . ruppjcio S d antradiens
Standien pimg Aarty mieste. el regsivaiadavaw, fad Sdap viskas
runtokota. Graibstom raujieny ruolrupas ape draugus i seomg. Aple tevus
vis dar »é Sodelio. Vi esam Aupini Klausimy, vardy vilfies. Jatiau viliys
blesta girdint, kiek prafuvo. i perbraukiau ranka per marias Smoniy,
bure beved }or/'es“ ff’@l/'us wedus }ba/&/éo { fa/@) spgr/'eééfau 74 s“goa/?us. £su
vienas & Ty Sapeliy /ohios daugybés pebéra - Tl & misy, Aurie dgyveno,
lackosc kartu (r neSmo, ar Svest; kad &gyvenome, ar ;ec/éf? el 1y Auarny
riefada nebepamatysime.
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Antanas Macenavisius 1339

Mara i Martia Macenavisiene 1963

Visa ﬁaca»awb’(g deima - Antanas, ﬁar‘(/a, £z e, Judlta pre namo /93%

1967

Alikas i Macenavidiar

1952
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ﬁar{‘/‘a MacenaviSiene 1939
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Monday 244 Jdy, 19944
e /ou»a/iy s deserted Al work Aas s/aﬂoaa/ Rere must ée chaos
éa)/ona/ /Kﬁs& walls bud Kara - Jus/ silence. &/)é@ /Ka afeaa/ 0/ )794%7/ » /A@
K&af/ 0/ fXa a/a)/. M s time 1o f@/ oul - we are off %Jreaa/ We are »o
/0)7}@” sa/a Kaf& ‘705%6% S a/ra/'a/ //(6 6730”}%42)75 wd! é/o;d Mib W@/Kﬁ?f
/K@y can, /bc/ua/mf e /ou»a/;y, as fxa)/ refreat s ever, K/auf&s Aos a
}b/ah. (7056/3A am/ /kofxar w! fa % ﬂacanawé/‘us rg(f anay. /’/@ seems
certamn they wil be safe w X HReir fair Aair, Their Ylue eyes. Ore olance
of me reveals we as a Jew so ) must be ,oaﬁ'a»/ /ar a bt longer. weve
scrai%a/ Qa //)7)/ Ko/a ”» /A& ,tmm/ w/(/'cK covers //{6 ff’/‘abfu/ar ajlbaloaj (”»
/A@ doaé/& wall /0 ;da/c( /or //(6 sgn

A/ea/nesa/a)/ 2614 Jdy, 19944
e si9n came Jus/ a/far down. /@/ litte brofher ALk - He beacor 0/
Kgoc) W/A Q foa/ a/ K/’s sfa/@ c}goear@c/ o” 7/0}0 0/ fX& K/// (705%0( aba/
/ﬁa/lﬁr /a// winutes later. (705%0/4 (n /Ka coal’ A@ wore aﬂ(&» @e arr/V@a/
here 3 months ago. He's los? so muck wag%f Aot o K}m; /mho Aim like
a skroud Wi ke really blend o He crowd? How w ! Molker /éego her
rerve, ,ée%o her silence? - rnot her /or‘/a/ D am alore kere row, and time

}basses even wore s/omé/.

Friday B Jdy, 1994
Dm /ea/?bf brave - or maybe fa/f?bf careless. ) scrafehed away wore
}bam/ on fhe hole n e window. Now 7 have a proper peep(o/@ on e
a}or/a/ éayom/ our wor/a/ D A}a/C/(J??f fXa Aor/'zm» /or Aour u,om? Kow”,
like a hawk - but stl! no ALE, »o foaf,/ »o salation.

Friday even 79

70'»90(/ - a Korw/?’c r@a/ S/é)// am/ /gmres S//Aoua//ea/ » //{6 s)'nofé)/
raa/»ess. v saa)'nac/ % me TXQ/ /A@y /)0/)7/64/ fz,@/r ﬂbf@fs réfxf/ af h/z)/

w indow. Tanic ;n}‘qwa/ we. Bid fxa)/ see we? Have ) e }wysa// away?
Aoffc #lls we His can't be, Kat ﬁg/ dorn't ever see e window lef
alore Re hole and wy eye bekind o - but /@ar has driver we guiverng
back 1o /A@ box. 7 A)/SA TX@’@ Was Someone, soho@fz./bf afx@’ /Ka» /K./s

pase, w (K whick o share my /aar. 7 long /ar rews.

Sa/ura/a)/ 294 (Z/y) (944
A/O foa/ on /A@ K./// cyam f/acfa)/. 9/ 's sﬁ”a»f&é/ }beaca/u/ Kﬁra 9/0)76.

Monday st Ty, (144
Out af last Ali# Dhere on He killside. So muck 1o #l! eack ofker. Hard
%o know where to start ALk #llse we aboud my //ahom; shy. How The
fA@ffo st/ smou/a/ars. Burnt 1o /A@ fmm?a/ - ana/ /urﬂar st/ 7Z0$a
Aidders below - sa/a W e end - burred alive, su//ocaféa/ by e
smoke - entombed » wha! fX@/ /Kmyﬁ/ were Heir sa/@ Aavers. (705%0/\’5
/oreséoxf cyam % /Kané - fXa/ We were K./a/a/en éeyom/ fXa f(&/fo fa/es. 7
can't &4@ bud hink what mgb(/ have been..

Z:esa’a)/ [st /Lgmsf,/ (344
7 am Kggbxél rstalled o The K.a)//o// af Hhe Macenaviius. 7Za)/ %OO/Of/S@
Aat D am stuck out kere o fhe barrn while (705%0( and Mother are »
7X6 Kous& 7/(6 Gjerhmns )fna)/ be ol bud fo»@ - bt ﬂﬁf@ i st ro
)'narcy /or Karéaurm; (764&5. So 7 must s/a)/ A/a/a/a)? Qa aJKf/a /anf@r. So
be ) fave /OOa,/ D fave a 50// bed 0/ Aa)/, 7 fave compary - Alik
s}b@m/s all K/’s fime wz/( e - ana/ D took out af /A& sé)/ aba/ % /myma
fZﬂ @6)”)’}462)75 rmmm;.

[vrsday 3rd August, 1944
Aas/ hgxf - raﬁ"mﬁbf @a’hoah so/a//'ars saarcxmf /or soM@MK&fa 7% éao/
a/wdn Artanas af //{6 bottom 0/ fXa /aa/a/ar) e c//V/bf a/ee/) o Tza Ka)/
“Nould hate o up Aere - /u// o/ rats!" Ae said and o// fza)/ went Bul
rot éa/am Vd buried h/z)/se// coh/p/a/eé/ and rearly choked f/)j\/mf rot 1o
00%9/\ %’s }'nor»mf AJAQ/ a contrast faa/ army 0//%@" af fXa a’oor. /ﬁof(@’
Arew Karse// around Kis neck sKr/@,émf and Aissing Aim. ﬁaéaé& r@/?e/
Aot she didn't have 1o ,brafém/ % be a a/@a/ rute any more. 7[9/ say Ae
looked /arw%‘aa)’ jpoor cK.c?c/

ZZesJay A /Lgmsf,/ (344
/@/ /4}”5/ tme o Towr /Oc/a)/. D fadn't /?mymaa/ e scale 0/ HAe
a/aVasf./a//'on We ;ras}b of sKraaé 0/ newWSs 0/ %’/'@bafs am/ /ézhzﬂé’/ - »o
@& ara/ )/6/ 0/ our }bara)?é. We are off /u// 0/ ?uesf;'m?s, 0/ naes, 0/
Kgoa. Bul Kp)ocs are fading os we hear Aow many have beern lost Had 7
run my Aands %’0&9’/\ Ae sea 0/ Kuhmmj/ Aot ertered He ;Ka//o almost
3 years ago D would catek Jus/ a scrap. D am ore 0/ Aose scraps. So
many are gore - Aose 0/ us who survive cling /ofaﬂar and don't #row
wheller o celebrate our survival or co//gosa w X frfa/ /ar Aose we

)’na)/ »never see é%’ﬁ/??.
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kai pirma karta papasakojau Sia istorija,
nunesiau j mokykla nuotraukas

kai pirma karta papasakojau Sig istorijg — per istorijos pamoka —
turéjau pasidalinti Seimos prisiminimais apie Antrajj pasaulinj kara

kai pirma karta papasakojau Sig istorijg —
tai as jiems turéjau pasakoti istorijg, kurig tik girdéjau is kity

kai pirma karta papasakojau Sig istorija
nesuvokiau, kad istorijos apie mirtj nebuvo pasakojamos
kiekvienoje Seimoje

kai pirma karta papasakojau Sig istorija
as nebuvau daug masciusi apie tg Zzmogy

kai pirma kartg papasakojau Sig istorija
as nesugebéjau atsakyti j jy klausimus

kai pirma kartg papasakojau Sig istorija
a$ nejsivaizdavau, kaip tai juos paveiks

Jurgis Stromas

George Shtrom
1895—1941




the first time | told this story
| took the photographs to school

the first time | told this story
it was history homework -
bring a bit of WW2 from home

the first time | told this story
it was me that had to tell a story
| had only ever heard told

the first time | told this story
| hadn't yet spent time imagining
who this man was

the first time | told this story
| could not answer the questions
they asked

the first time | told this story
| had no idea of the impact it would
have



kai pirma kartg papasakojau Sig istorija
as pavogiau jg iS savo mamos

kai pirma karta papasakojau Sig istorija
jaucCiausi tarsi apgaviké

kai pirma karta papasakojau Sig istorija
as lengvabudiskai jg paleidau j pasaulj

kai pirma karta papasakojau Sig istorija
ji dar nebuvo mano

kai pirma karta papasakojau Sig istorija
sukrésta pamaciau siauba jy veiduose,
siauba, kurio as nejutau

kai pirma kartag papasakojau Sig istorija
tai buvo pirmas kartas,
kai a$ pati ja i$ tikryjy iSgirdau

kai pirma karta papasakojau Sig istorija
tai buvo pirmas kartas, kai jj pavadinau Jurgiu

kai pirma karta papasakojau Sig istorija
negalvojau, kaip sunku bus ja girdeti

the first time | told this story
| stole it from my mother

the first time | told this story
| felt like a fraud

the first time | told this story
| tossed it carelessly into the world

the first time | told this story
it was not yet mine to tell

the first time | told this story
| reeled as | saw horror in their faces,
a horror | did not feel

the first time | told this story
was the first time | really heard it myself

the first time | told this story
was the first time | called him Jurgis

the first time | told this story
| didn’t think about how hard it would be to hear
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Man saké, kad ji buvo is tikryjy didinga.

ISeitis visuomet yra, ji man sakytu.

Néra reikalo degraduoti, primygtinai tvirtintu.
Virvelinis dirzas, kuriuo visad apjuosdavo sau liemen;j
lengvai nuslydes apsivijo kakla.

Plunksniski jos pirsStai trakteléjo j virSy ir Sonan

,Tiesiog patrauki Stai taip, ir viskas. Matai?“

Tokia tiesi ir jsitempus kaip styga, maniau, ji trakstels,

bet regis, ji bus iSmokus lenktis.

Jie kalbéjo apie jos ripestinguma, jos dosnumea, jos stiprybe.

AS nustebus, susigédus dél savo nuostabos, ilgiuosi jos dar labiau.
Kai jg rado kybancia, dar kvéepuojancia,

nenuleido zemyn.

Nei Siltinés
Nei dujy kameros
Nei léto badmiriavimo

Man saké, kad ji i$ tikryjy pakilo aukstyn.

Zenia, Laisvés aléja, apie 1936
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Zhenia c. 1939

132

Zhenia

| was told that she was, in fact, magnificent.

There is always a way out, she'd told me.

No need for degradation, she'd insisted.

The cord belt she always wore around her waist,
slipped lightly around her neck

Her feather-like fingers yanking up and to the side
“You just pull, like that - and that'’s it. See?”

So highly strung | imagined she would snap

it seems she learned perhaps to bend.

They spoke of her caring, her sharing, her strength.

I'm surprised, ashamed of my surprise, and miss her more.
When they found her hanging, still breathing,

they did not cut her down.

No typhoid

No gas chamber

No slow starvation

| was told that, in fact, she rose up.

133



Vytautas Rinkevicius
1906—1988







Neapibréitumas

1939
rugpjutis

Latvija ir Estija
patenka j soviety
.Jtakos sferg"

lapkritis

Slaptuoju papildomu
Vokietijos ir Soviety
Sajungos sieny ir
draugystés sutarties
protokolu Lietuva jtraukta j
soviety ,jtakos zong".

Soviety ir Lietuvos savitarpio
pagalbos sutartis grazina Vilniy
Lietuvai. Mainais Lietuvoje
jkurdinamos S karinés bazés su
20 000 kariy.

1§ Vilniaus atvyksta Stromy
giminaiciai, apie kuriuos nieko
nezinota. Lenkijai okupavus
Vilniy, jie buvo atskirti nuo
Seimos nuo 1922-yju.

Lenkijoje naciai
isako zydams
nesioti Dovydo
Zvaigzdés Zenkla.

SSRS
pasalinama
iS Tauty

isiverzia j Lenkija

Lietuva Didziulis zydy
pabéegeliy antpltdis
iS Lenkijos; jie bega
ir nuo Hitlerio, ir nuo
Stalino.
ISleidziamas jsakymas
del etniniy vokieciy
repatriacijos.
Mara, kuri dél sveikatos
dvejus metus mokeési
privaciai, sugrjzta testi
moksly j valstybine mokykla.
Juozapas pabaigia
1 studijas Lidso
Seima universitete ir
sugrjzta per
atostogas j Kaung
aplankyti tévu.
Nebegalédamas grjzti
i Anglijg, Juozapas
pradeda dirbti Seimos
bendrovéje ,Gamyba“
SSRS ir nacistiné PrancUzija ir
Vokietija pasirago Didzioji Britanija
Molotovo- paskelbia kara
Ribbentropo Vokietijai.
nepuolimo pakta.
R Vokieciy
Pasaulis kariuomené
isiverzia j Lenkija
i$ vakary.
Soviety
kariuomenée
138 iS ryty.

Sajungos.

1940

1939 rugpjutis — 1940 birzelis

Santykinio stabilumo laikotarpis.
Bet lietuviai suvokia gresme.
Populiarus to meto Sukis ,Vilnius
madsy, 0 mes — rusy®,

Nutrdkus zaliavy tiekimui i$
Vokietijos, gamyklai reikia
Zzmogaus, kuris mokeéty

galasti geleztes, ir Juozapas
susipazjsta su Johanesu Brusu.

Tévas Lietuvos vyriausybés
pavedimu iSvyksta j Anglija
isigyti prekiy, o Juozapas
perima vadovavimag gamyklai.

Lietuva atkertama
nuo Anglijos ir Tévas
nebegali sugrjzti.

Vokietija jsiverzia
Norvegijg ir Danija.

VarSuvoje
prasideda geto
sienos statybos.

birzelis

Sovietai iSkelia Lietuvai
ultimatuma, priversdami
sudaryti nauja soviety
valdzig. Vadovaujantys
Lietuvos vyriausybés
nariai pabéga is Salies.

Soviety kariuomené
isiverzia j Kauna

ir okupuoja
nepriklausoma
Lietuvos respublika.

Mara viena nueina
j opera pazilreti
JTraviatos®.

Soviety kariuomené
jsiverziaj Lietuva.

Italija paskelbia kara
Didziajai Britanijai ir
Prancuzijai.

Vokietijos kariuomené
prasiverzia j Prancizija.

Pirmasis lenky
iSvezimas j AuSvica
(Osvencima).
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Lietuva

Seima

Pasaulis

140

Okupacija

1940

birzelis liepa

Sovietai sudaro
marionetine Liaudies
vyriausybe.

Sovietai jveda
spaudos

cenzlrg ir visi
leidiniai, kurie
laikomi zalingais
komunisty partijai,
sunaikinami.

Uzdraudziamos visos
politines, kultdrinés ir
religineés institucijos.

rugpjutis

Suklastoti rinkimai rodo
beveik visiSka pritarima
soviety aneksijai.

Lietuva aneksuojama
Soviety Sajungos.

Nacionalizuojami visi
bankai, gyvenamieji

namai ir privacios ,Liaudies

jmonés, kuriose dirba prieSy* aresty

daugiau nei 20 Zzmoniy.  ir deportacijy
laikotarpis.

Naujai ,iSrinktas” liaudies
seimas paskelbia Lietuvos
Taryby Socialistine
Respublika.

Kaganai praranda Seimos
verslg — tekstilés jmone, ja
nacionalizavus sovietams.
Jiems duodamos 24 valandos
iSsikraustyti iS namy ir jie
prisiglaudzia pas gimines.

Juozapas Kaganas,

Jurgis Stromas, Zinomas
kairiojo sparno simpatikas,
paskiriamas nacionalizuoto
maisto kooperatyvo
,Parama“direktoriumi.

kapitalisto stinus,

sugrjzta j tévo fabrikg —
dirbti gamybos ceche.

Namas, kuriame

gyveno Stromy Seima,
nacionalizuojamas ir
perduodamas Rasytojy
sgjungai. Stromai persikelia j
daug kuklesnj buta.

Soviety invazija
Latvijg ir Estija.

Vokieciai jsiverzia
Paryziy.

Prasideda
Britanijos masis.

Paliaubos tarp Prancizijos
ir Vokietijos. Prancizija
pasiduoda.

Juozapas paskiriamas
~.Gamybos* vadovu.
Produktyvumas iSauga.

Mara i§ mergaiCiy mokyklos
pereina j berniuky, nes soviety
manymu, vienos lyties Svietimas
yra nenaudingas.

Berlyna pirma karta
bombarduoja Britanijos
oro pajegos.

Vokietijos zydams
jsakoma neSioti geltona
Zvaigzde su juodu
uzrasu ,Jude” (zydas).

PasiraSoma
trisalé Berlyno
pakto sutartis,
sutvirtinanti visy
ASies valstybiy

sgjunga.

Kaganai atgauna savo
sengjj buta.

VarSuvos zydams
jsakyta persikelti j

geta.

1940 birzelis — 1941 birzelis

1941

kovas

UzZdrausta Lietuvos valiuta
litas ir jvestas sovietinis
rublis.

Lietuvos zemeés
dkis griaunamas,

o0 Romos kataliky
baznycia slopinama
ir persekiojama.

Etniniai vokieciai
priverstinai
repatrijuocjami.

Brussas yra priverstas
grizti j Vokietija.

Juozapas padeda

Balucio Zzmonai ir dukrai
pabegti — joms perduoda
slapta iSgabenti Bruso
lagaminus.

Juozapas palieka bendrove
ir jsteigia tekstiles
technologiju mokykla.

Prasideda
Austrijos zydy
deportacija
Lenkijos getus.

birzelis

Sovietai pasitraukia
i§ Kauno.

Suformuojama Lietuvos
laikinoji vyriausybe.

Masiné deportacija: j Sibira
ir j Soviety Sajungos giluma
iStremiami 17 600 Lietuvos
pilieCiy. Tarp ju 2600 zydy,
jvardyty ,liaudies priesais” ir
.kapitalistais®.

Kagany giminaiciai
iStremiami j Sibira.

Dvylikametis Aliukas
iSvyksta j pionieriy
stovykla.

Vykdydama
Barbarosos plana,
Vokietija jsiverzia j
SSRS.

Hitleris jsako iSplésti
Ausvico koncentracijos
stovykla ir Salia pastatyti
Birkenau karo belaisviy

stovykla.
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1941

birzelis

|nvazﬁa

BaltaraiSciai ima

terorizuoti Lietuvoje

gyvenancius zydus.

Pirmasis
Vokieciai atidaro kaléjimus masinis zydy
ir paleidzia tardomus susaudymas
asmenis, politinius kalinius VIl forte.

bei nusikaltélius.

Panaikinamos

1941 birzelis - rugpjutis

liepa

Paskelbiama apie Kauno
geto jkarima.

rugpjutis

Vokieciy civiliné
administracija perima

pareigas i$ kariuomenés.

Zydai privalo nesioti Dovydo
zvaigzde ant kratines ir
nugaros; jiems uzdrausta

Zydams jsakyta nesioti geltona
Dovydo zvaigzde ir persikelti j geta
iki rugpjatio 15 d. Jlvesta komendanto
valanda ir konfiskuoti visi Zzydams
priklausantys Saunamieji ginklai bei

Lietuva

Prasideda zydy pogromai.
BaltaraiSciai/ sukarintos pajégos
padega sinagogas; nuzudoma apie
600-1000 zydy.

Lietuvos sukarintos
pajegos (sukileliai)
ir suformuojamos
Lietuvos pagalbinés
policijos pajéegos.

VokieCiy pajegos jzengia j Kauna.

,LietOkio® garaZzo zudynés.
Ziauriai nuzudoma 50-60 zyduy.

Jurgis Stromas nuzudomas.
Seima apie tai nieko nezino.

parduoti bet kokj turta ar juo radijo aparatai.

prekiauti.

Zydams draudziama eiti
Saligatviais, promenadomis,
lankytis parkuose, naudotis
suoliukais ir visu vieSuoju
transportu.

Aliukas, sugrjzes i$
stovyklos, namuose
neberanda tévo.

Irenos mama Sonja
suimama ligoninéje ir
véliau nuzudoma VI forte.

Géringas jsako pasirengti
»galutiniam sprendimui®.

Stalinas jsako taikyti
.isdegintos Zzemes

Vokietijos spaudziama
Lietuvos laikinoji vyriausybée

Zydams jsakyta aplink atsistatydina.

geta pastatyti spygliuotos
vielos tvora.

Dabar Kauno getas
aptvertas spygliuota

Suformuojama zydy viela, o vartai uzdaryti.

taryba — ,Altestenrat”.

Stromai apsigyvena gete, kur
dalijasi namu su kitomis trimis
Seimomis.

Juozas su motina, Siai
primygtinai prasant,

persikelia j geta.

Cergilis ir Ruzveltas
pasiraso Atlanto
chartija.

Jurgis Stromas iSeina j ,Parama” :
atiduoti rakty. Zenia Stromiené Glnkluoty,
suimama ir paleidZiama tg pacia balrargisely
diena. reidas j Stromy
S namus.
Seima
Mara su pussesere Irena
aplanko ,Lietukio“ garaze
sulaikyta Jurgj Stroma, kuris ten
b, ! > S plauna masinas.
Stromai nusprendzia ne bégti,
o laukti ziniy apie Aliuka.
Daugiau nei 3 milijonai Vokietijos
vokie€iy sausumos kariy pajégos
dalyvauja Raudonosios okupuoja
armijos puolime fronte, kuris Ryga.
tesiasi beveik 3000 km.
Pasaulis e
Vokieciai perima
Lietuvos valdyma.
142

Maskvoje pasiraSytas
Anglijos ir Soviety
Sajungos savitarpio
pagalbos sutarties
paktas.

taktika“. Raudonoji armija
traukdamasi naikina Zzeme
ir iSteklius.

Vokieciy pazanga stabdo
siaubingos liG¢iy audros.
Pazanga sulétéja.
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[kalinimas 1941 rugpjutis — 1943 spalis

I 1941 1942 1O 3
rugpjitis spalis gruodis geguze
;??e?ﬂ?aer:\? gzz:g%% IX fort Visos knygos, nepaisant jy Paskutinis geto ploto sumazinimas.
T e CIeT ! 3 turinio, yra konfiskuojamos. Pietvakariy kvartalas iSvalytas — nuo
’ Likviduojamas ,mazasis getas". Ligonine 30 000 populiacijos iki 11 00O0.
sudeginama kartu su joje buvusiais
pacientais ir personalu. Palei geto tvora esanti teritorija . .
Tlkstandiai Zydy i§ Vokietijos paskelbiama mirties zona. Uzdaromos visos mokyklos. Bet
ISduodama 5000 Jordano ir Austrijos atvezami j Kauna, Kiekvienas, prisiartines prie koks mokymas ir religinis ugdymas
. darbo pazymeéjimy — jie laikomi kad baty nuzudyti IX forte. tvoros, bus nusautas. nuo siol uZzdraudziami. o ‘
Lietuva pasu, leidZiandiu iglikti gyvam. Po santykinio ramybes
Tokie pazymeéjimai labai . 3 .. periodo sklinda gandai
geidziami. Perbraizomos geto ribos, E'eitgmas u;qtcaud2|a{na'sb_t' Zple n?u@_s akcijas ir
Didzioji akcija. Beveik 10 000 Zydy pabaigtas gyventojy = V|eknas nestumas turi buti eportacijas.
idvaromi j IX forta ir ten nuzudomi. iSkeldinimas i§ tam skirtos nutrauktas. 8 ar 9 menesiy
teritorijos. néStuma galima palikti.
Ivyksta pirmoji i§ Akcijy — Inteligenty
akcija. 500 geriausiai iSsilavinusiy ) ) )
geto gyventojy pakvieCiami Geto dlrbtuvqm§ ima
registruotis darbui pagal specialybe Jsteigiamos geto vadovauti vokieciai.
archyvuose ir kitg dieng nuzudomi. dirbtuves.
Maros pusbrolis Valdemaras Maraisina:dirbtii:gsto Mara perkeliama dirbti j geto
pavéluoja ir nebepatenka j dirbtuves, kur poruoja dirbtuviy administracija.
Inteligenty brigados sarasa. kojines. Prasideda
Juozapas slepiasi. ' Pirmasis Juozapo ir dézés statymo
Juozas dirba su Maros susitikimas. Pirmasis pasimatymas: darbai.
baudziamaja oro uosto palapiné, degtiné ir
brigada. . Caikovskis.
Sei Juozapas yra vienas ; ERELIS ST leSkodamas Juozapo,
e i$ laiminguju, gavusiy gﬂfﬁ?ﬁﬂ?i:oogd(zs;aqcams. %i‘ﬁ;osaswodo Johanesas Vytauta'suima,
Jordano pazymeéjima. i o paskui e
paleidzia. JuozapggvpgaSIE‘erga
Gete pasirodo Bronia. Juozapas pradeda dirbti MaralJUI=CIsHduR
Juozapas pradeda gyventi vergy darbo brigadoje
dviguba gyvenima. gelezies liejykloje.
Ausvice Vokietijos . o o
pirmieji kariuomeneé Japonijos karinés Prancuizijoje
eksperimentai uzima Kyjiva. pajégos netiketai zydams jsakyta - % ltaliia
su Z%klon B e Maskvos uzpuola JAV karine nesioti geltonos Preiz'gigiﬂ%/grssums pasjiduoda.
dujomis. muasio baze Perl Harbore. spalvos zvaigzde. Lenkijoje atidaroma 9
pradzia. Treblinka Il —
Vokietija .pavyzdiné® naikinimo
. Vokiegiy pajégos paskelbia stovykla. Prancuzijoje
Pasaulis apsupa Leningrada. kara JAV. susiformuoja
Sajungininky PasiprieSinimo
Vanzé konferencijoje pajégos jsiverzia j judéjimas.
Hitleris isako i& Vokietii aptariamas ,galutinis Siaures Afrika.
RI 'eﬁs go?a °© '? c:. 'etyos Jégeris paskelbia, kad , Lietuvos sprendimas”.
~eIcho deportuoti visus zydy problemos sprendimas y
- likusius Zydus. pasiektas”. Prasideda Stalingrado musis..
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Slépimasis 1943 spalis — 1944 liepa

1944
spalis kovas balandis
ggrgﬁﬂmarffﬁazgg;ojgfé?égr%aeetas Vokie&iai padega geta. Dauguma ty, kurie
Kauno koncentracijos stovykla (KZ slapstese geto ribose, sudega.
Kauen).
Visos likusios geto
Lietuva Masiné 2700-3000 zydy institucijos likviduojamos. |
deportacija i Kauno geto j darbo Soviety
stovyklas Estijoje. kariuomeneé
uzima Vilniy.
Vaiky akcija. 1300 jaunausiy ir o .
Pradedamas masiniy vyriausiy geto vaiky nuzudomi :/Ot'e.c'av' 'przdeda o ?'eﬂfs.d "
kapy ekshumavimas ir Kauno IX forte. ruksiancia Rauno geto likvidaclja.
lavony deginimas. Dalis Zmoniy nuzudoma vietoje, kiti —
iSvezami j Dachau ir Stuthofa.
Aliukas slapta Sklandant gandams apie i it
= % . Sofija ir senelis Stromas
iSgabenamas i§ geto ir jj neiSvengiamas akcijas, trys pateJnka tarp ty, kurie
priglaudzia Macenaviciy Kaganai persikrausto j déze
Seima.

iSvezami mirti. Zenia Stromiené
perkeliama j Stuthofo
koncentracijos stovykla.

anksc&iau nei. planuota. .

Mara apsilanko
liejykloje ir pirma karta

[ Maros pusseseré Irena Vytauto paslapt]
Seima pamato déze. Veisaité palieka geta. Ja suZino jo Zmona.
ima globoti lietuviy Seima.
Arestuojamas
Juozapas ir Mara R s Garkauskas.
BIgLeysituods. sukonstruoja karsta
savo Motinai.
Italija paskelbia Vokieciy pajegos
karaJJ VFc;kietijai. Sajungininkai smarkiai o=

st e o okupuoja Vengrija. Sajungininky pajégos
' iSsilaipina Normandijoje.
Raudonoji armija
iSlaisvina Kyjiva. L .
. Ruzveltas, Cerdcilis ir Stalinas
Pasaulis susitinka Teherane.

| AuSvica atvyksta pirmieji
traukiniai su deportuojamais
Vengrijos zydais.

Soviet j€ Zima Jalt
Himleris iSleidzia jsaka, pagal kurj romai irc\)/\i/slz Ersazgos Heima e
turi tokj patj statusa kaip ir zydai, ir turi
146 bati perkelti j koncentracijos stovyklas.
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1944

liepa

Islaisvinimas

rugpjutis

Raudonoji armija vél

uzima Vilniy.

Lietuva
Lietuviams jsakoma stoti j Raudonaja
armija karo tarnybai atlikti.
TOkstanciai lietuviy vyry pasislepia.
Sieno présle
Liejykla sustabdo besislepiancios Maros vos
gamyba ir yra neuzklumpa besitraukiantys
uzdaroma. vokieciy kareiviai.
Susirtpine tuo, kad vokieciai Juozapas ir
T traukdamiesi susprogdins liejykla, Mara palieka
Juozapas ir Motina palieka dézZe, o Macenaviciy
Mara dar kuriam laikui pasilieka joje. namus Ir
persikelia j buta
Kaune.
Mara ant kalvos pamato
ozka, ir, palikdama déze,
iSeina pas Macenavicius.
Macenaviciy kieme pasirodo soviety
kareiviai. Mama metasi jiems j gleb;j.
Nepavykes Rumunija atsiskiria nuo Asies
pasikesinimas valstybiy sajungos, pasiduoda
nuzudyti Hitler;. Soviety Sajungai ir prisijungia prie
sajungininkiy. Naujai sudaryta
Estijos vyriausybe
. Prasideda VarSuvos perima vyriausybés
Pasaulis sukilimas. pastatus i vokieCiy.
PasiprieSinimo judéjimas
Prancizijoje pradeda Paryziaus
sukilima. Soviety kariuomené
o izengia j Bukaresta.
ISlaisvinamas
Paryzius.
148

Soviety
kariuomené
izengia j Kauna.

Jie priglaudzia
dvylikamete naslaite
Aviva, kuria taip

pat iSgelbéjo
Macenavidiai.

VVokieciai numalSina Varsuvos

1944 liepa — 1945 vasaris

104

lapkritis sausis
Mara pradeda dirbti Vilniuje Naujyjy mety sutikimo
sekretore Statyby proga Mara su nedidele grupe
komisariate. iSgyvenusiy draugy surengia
Sventinj vakarélj.
. g Stuthofo
Aliuka jvaikina koncentracijos

SnieCkus — Lietuvos
komunisty partijos
lyderis.

stovykloje Zenia
Stromiené nusizudo.

Mara suzino, kaip ir kada zuvo
jos tévas.

Mara sutinka palikti Lietuva ir su
Juozapu iSvykti j Anglija.

Pirmasis didelis masis
Vokietijos zemeéje —
Acheno masis.

Hitleris pasislepia
bunkeryje.

Hitleris palieka savo karo
Stabo bUstine Rytprasiuose ir

persikelia j Berlyna.

sukilima. Soviety armija
nesiima nieko, kad padéty

lenkams.

Rumunijg iSlaisvina
Raudonoji armija ir
rumuny kariai.

Soviety kariuomené
jzengia j nuniokota
VarSuva.

Himleris jsako sunaikinti
dujy kameras Ausvice.
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Lietuva

Seima

Pasaulis

150

Migracija

1945

vasaris

Raudonoji armija i$
naciy atsikariauja
Lietuva.

Sovietai sitlo
amnestijg partizanams
ir vengiantiems karinés
tarnybos.

Juozapas ir Mara per
pogrindinj sionisty judéjima
gauna padirbtus dokumentus
ir iSvyksta j Lenkija.

Mara ir Juozapas
atvyksta j Lenkijg — j
Balstoge.

Soviety
kariuomené
izengia j AuSvica.

Prasideda Jaltos
konferencija. Ruzveltas,
Cercilis ir Stalinas susitaria
deél jtakos sfery pokarinéje
Vidurio Ryty Europoje.

Sajungininkams intensyviai
bombarduojant, nuniokojamas
Dresdeno miestas.

Budapesto
apgultis baigiasi
soviety pergale.

balandis

Daugybé masiniy aresty
ir tikstanciy lietuviy
trémimai j Sibira.

.Geleziné uzdanga“ nusileidzia ant
Lietuvos.

Jie keliauja j Liublina.
Mara pastoja ir
pasidaro aborta.

Mara suzino, kad
jos mama miré

K Gyvuliniu
Stuthofe. sunkvezimiu
jie vaziuoja

piety kryptimi

Kelias dienas jie
i Transilvanija.

praleidzia VarSuvoje,
sukrésti niokojimo
masto.

Staiga mirSta Franklinas D.
Ruzveltas. JAV prezidentu
tampa Haris S. Trumenas.

Prasideda Berlyno apgultis.
JAV ir DidzZiosios

Britanijos karinés
pajégos persikelia
per Reing prie
Openheimo.

Brity kariai iSlaisvina
Bergen-Belzeno
koncentracijos stovyklos
kalinius.

Italijoje suC¢iumpamas ir
suSaudomas bebandantis sprukti
Musolinis. Kita diena jo klinas
pakabinamas ant kartuviu.

1945 vasaris — 1946 birzelis

1946 I

geguze

Jie atvyksta
Bukarestg ir
susisiekia su Brity
ambasada.

spalis

rugpjutis

Juozapas ant
traukinio stogo
iSvyksta j Viena

kovas birzelis

Antroji lietuviy
trémimy j Uralg
banga.

ieSkodamas darbo.

Motina gauna viza ir

Juos uzgridva girti
rusy kareiviai. Mara
griebia ginkla ir

iSgelbéja Juozapa.

JAV kariuomené jzengia
j Dachau ir iSlaisvina
koncentracijos stovyklos
kalinius.

Hitleris susituokia su Eva

Braun ir jiedu nusizudo. diena

Sajungininky pergalés ir
Antrojo pasaulinio karo
pabaigos Europoje diena.

Besalyge nacistines Vokietijos
kapituliacija.

Berlyno jgulos likuciai pasiduoda; j bunkeriy
kompleksa jzengia soviety kariuomené.

iSkeliauja j 1zraelj.

Prie Snagovo ezero jie gauna
darbg ir pastoge — vasarnamj,
kuris priklauso Brity konsului.

JAV numeta atomine
bomba ant Hirosimos, o po
trijy dieny — ant Nagasakio.

Japonija kapituliuoja.
Pergales pries Japonija

Prasideda Niurnbergo
teismo procesai.

Jie gauna Didziosios
Britanijos vizas ir
gali keliauti j Anglija.

Mara ir Juozapas
atvykstaj

Vakary Jorksyra,
Bradfordg — savo
naujuosius namus.

Istoriné Cergilio kalba
apie ,gelezine uzdanga".
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Lithuania

Uncertainty

August

Latvia and Estonia
are declared to be in
the Soviet ‘sphere of
influence'.

November

Secret supplementary protocol
to German-Soviet Boundary

and Friendship Treaty adds
Lithuania to the Soviet ‘sphere of
influence'.

August 1939 - June 1940

1940

June

Period of relative stablility. But
the Lithuanians understand the

There is a huge influx
of Jewish refugees
from Poland, fleeing

both Hitler and Stalin.

Repatriation order issued for
Ethnic Germans.

Soviet-Lithuanian mutual Assistance
Treaty returns Vilnius to Lithuanian

threat. A popular slogan of the
time was “Vilnius belongs to us
but we belong to Russia.”

Soviets issue an
ultimatum to Lithuania
forcing it to institute a
new Soviet government.
Leading members of the
Lithuanian government
flee the country.

The Family

Mara returns to the
Lithuanian state high school
after 2 years of private
tuition because of ill health.

Joseph completes his

studies at Leeds University
and returns to Kaunas on
holiday to visit his parents.

USSR and Nazi

Unable to return to
England, Joseph begins
work at Gamyba, the
family business.

France and Britain
declare war on
Germany.

Germany sign the
Molotov-Ribbentrop

Pact of Non

Aggression.
The World

154

German troops
invade Poland
from the West.

Soviet troops
invade Poland
from the East.

control. In exchange 5 military bases
with 20,000 troops are established
across Lithuania.

Unkown Shtrom relatives arrive
from Vilnius. They have been
cut off from the family since
Poland occupied Vilnius in 1922.

Nazis introduce
the star of David
badge in Poland.

League of
Nations
expels the
USSR.

Cut off from German supplies
the factory needs a knife
sharpener and Joseph meets
Johannes Bruss.

‘Father goes to England on
a purchasing mission for the
Lithuanian government and
Joseph takes over managing

the factory.

Lithuania is cut off
from England and

Father is unable to
return.

Germans invade
Norway and
Denmark.

Construction
of the Warsaw
ghetto
commences.

The Soviet army
marches into Kaunas
and occupies
independent Lithuania.

Mara goes alone
to the opera to see
Traviata.

Soviet troops
invade Lithuania.

Italy declares war
on Britain and
France.

German troops
cross the border
into France.

First transport
of Poles to KL
Auscwitz.
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Lithuania

The Family

The World

156

Occu pation

1940

June

Soviets institute a
puppet government
(Liaudies vyriausybé).

Soviets impose
censorship of
the press and

all publications
considered to
be harmful to the
Communist party are
destroyed.

closed.

Kagan's lose control of the
family textile business when
it is nationalised by the
Soviets. They are given 24
hours to leave their home
and are taken in by relatives.

The Shtrom family home is
nationalised and handed over
to the Writer's Union. They
move to a much humbler
apartment.

Soviet invasion of
Latvia and Estonia.

Germans enter
Paris.

Battle of Britain
begins.

Armistice between

France and Germany.

France surrenders.

July

A rigged election shows
near total support for
Soviet annexation.

All political, cultural and
religious institutions are

August

Lithuania is formally
annexed by the
Soviet Union.

All banks, estate
holdings and private
enterprises employing
more than 20 people
are nationalised.

Period of
arrests and
deportations of
‘enemies of the
people’.

The Lithuanian Soviet

Socialist Republic is

declared by the newly

‘elected’ parliament.

Jurgis Shtrom, known

left wing sympathiser, is
appointed manager of Parama
- a nationalised food co-

Joseph Kagan - son of operative.

a capitalist - goes back
to work at his father's
factory, on the shop
floor.

Joseph gets appointed
as manager of Gamyba.
Productivity increases.

Mara moves from the girls
school to the boys school as
the Soviets do not believe in
single sex education.

Berlin is bombed for
the first time by the
British Air Force.

Germany's Jews are
ordered to wear the
yellow star.

The Tripartite
Pact is signed
and the ‘Axis’
emerges.

1941

June 1940 - June 1941

March

The Lithuanian currency
‘litas’ is banned and Soviet
ruble introduced.

The Lithuanian

agricultural economy
is destroyed and

the Roman Catholic
church supressed
and persecuted.

Ethnic Germans are
focibly repatriated.

Johannes Bruss is forced
to return to Germany.

The Kagans get their old

flat back.

Warsaw's Jews
are ordered to
move into the
ghetto.

Joseph helps the
Balutis’ girls to escape
- smuggling Bruss's

Joseph leaves the
factory to set up the

textile technical school.

Deportation of
Austrian Jews to
Polish ghettos
begins.

suitcases out with them.

June

Soviet's withdraw
from Kaunas.

Temporary independent
government (Lietuvos laikinoji
vyriausybe) is formed.

Mass deportations: 17,600
Lithuanian citizens are exiled to
Siberia and the Soviet interior.
Among them 2600 Jews
identified as “class enemies”
and “capitalists”.

Kagan relatives are
deported to Siberia.

12 year old Alik
Shtrom goes off to
Pioneer camp.

Hitler orders the
expansion of Auschwitz
prison camp and the
building of Birkenau.

Germany invades
the USSR with
Operation
Barbarossa.
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Invasion

1941

June

‘White arm-banders’
(baltaraidciai) begin
terrorizing the Jewish

First mass
shootings at

The Germans open the the 7th fort.

prisons and release

population. interrogated persons,
political prisoners and
criminals.
. . Lithuanian
Lithuania paramilitaries
(sukiléliai) are
abolished and the
‘White arm-banders’ set fire to Lithuanian auxilary
synagogues and around 600- police force is
1000 Jews are killed. formed.
‘Lietdkis’ Garage Massacre. 50~
SN FEDY e K 60 Jews are brutally murdered.
Unbeknown to his family -
Jurgis Shtrom is murdered.
White
Jurgis Shtrom leaves the family Armbanders
home to hand over keys to raid the Shtrom
‘Parama’. Zhenia Shtrom is family home at
The Family Z;r;:‘sted and released the same gunpoint.
Mara and her cousin Irena
visit Jurgis Shtrom at the
garage where he is being held,
. washing cars.
The Shtrom'’s make the
decision not to flee, but to wait
for news of Alik.
Over & million German ground
troops are engagined in the German forces
assault on the Red Army occupy Riga.
along an 1800 mile long front.
The World The Germans take
control of Lithuania.
158

July

June - August 1941

August

Establishment of Kaunas

ghetto announced.

Jews must wear the Star of
David on the front as well as
the back and are forbidden

to sell or trade any property.

German civil

administration takes over

Jews ordered to wear the yellow star
of David and move to the ghetto by
August 15th. Curfew imposed and all
firearms and radios beloging to Jews
are confiscated.

from the military.

Jews are banned from
pavements, promenades,
parks, public benches and
all public transportation.

Alik returns from camp to
find his father gone.

Irena’s mother, Sonia, is
arrested at the hospital
and later killed at the 7th

fort

Goring orders the
preparation of the ‘total

solution’.

Pact of Anglo-Soviet

Treaty of Mutual
Assistance signed in
Moscow.

Stalin announces a

‘scorched earth policy’

The Red Army destroy
land and resources as
they retreat.

The Lithuanian provisional
government resigns under

W r r r I
Jews are ordered to erect German pressure.

a barbed wire fence
around the ghetto.

The ghetto is now
surrounded with
barbed wire and the
gates are closed.

Jewish ghetto council -
‘Altestenrat’ - is formed.

The Shtrom family move into
the ghetto where they share
an apartment with 3 other
families.

At his mother’s insistence
Joseph reluctantly agrees
to move into the ghetto.

Churchill and
Roosevelt sign the
) Atlantic Charter.

The German advance

is hampered by terrible
rain storms. The advance
slows.
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Incarceration

1941

Lithuania

The Family

The World

160

August

1500 ghetto inhabitants are
rounded up, taken to the 9th
fort and shot.

1942
October

December

The “small ghetto” is liquidated. The
hospital burned with patients and staff

inside.

5000 Jordan work
passes are issued - seen
as a passport to staying
alive they are much
sought after.

The first of the Actions takes place -
The Intellectuals Action. SO0 of the
best educated ghetto inhabitants
are requested to sign up for special
duties and are killed the next day.

Mara’s cousin Valdemar is too
late to join the elite brigade. He is
distraught. Joseph hides.

Joseph is one of the
lucky recipients of a
Jordan pass.

Thousands of Jews from Germany
and Austria are brought to Kaunas
to be killled at the 9th fort.

The Big Action. Just short
of 10,000 are taken to the
9th fort and killed.

Ghetto workshops
are established.

Mara goes to work in the
ghetto workshop, pairing
socks.

Joseph is working

on the slave labour

brigade at the airport
Grandpa Shtrom brings
a sledge with potatoes
and shoe leather.

Bronia appears in the ghetto.
Joseph begins to live his

double life.

The Germans
capture Kiev.

First gassing
experiments
with Zyklon B
at Aushwitz.

German forces
close on
Leningrad.

Hitler orders the
deportation of all
remaining Jews from the
German Reich.

Japanese air forces
attack US troops at
The start of Pearl Harbour.
the Battle of
Moscow.
Germany
declares war

on the US.

Jager announces that the ‘the
solution to Jewish problem for
Lithuania has been achieved'.

August 1941 - October 1943

1943

May

All books, regardless of
content, are confiscated.

The area adjoining the Ghetto
fence is declared a death zone.
Anyone caught approaching the
fence will be shot.

The ghetto boundaries are

re-drawn, the eviction of

population from designated

area completed.

Final reduction in the size of the ghetto. By
now the population has been reduced from

30,000 to 11,000.

All schools are closed. Any
teaching as well as any religious
training is forthwith prohibited.

Pregancy is forbidden. Every
pregnancy must be terminated.
An 8 or 9 month pregnancy may
be completed.

Ghetto workshops taken
under German control.

Joseph and Mara
meet for the first
time.

Mara is transferred to work in
the administration office of
the ghetto workshops.

The first date: the tent, the
vodka, the Tchaikovsky.

Johannes Bruss appears

in the ghetto looking for

Joseph.

Jews in France
are ordered to
wear the yellow
star.

Treblinka Il - a ‘model’

Vytautas is
arrested and

then released.

Joseph starts working on
the slave labour brigade at
the iron foundry.

Warsaw ghetto
revolt begins.

extermination camp -
is opened in Poland.

Wannsee Conference
discusses ‘final solution’.

Allied forces invade
North Africa.

Battle of Stalingrad begins.

After a period of relative
calm there are rumours
of further Actions and
deportations.

Construction
of the box
commences.

Joseph proposes
to Mara.... She
prevaricates.

Italy
surrenders.
The French
Resistance
movement is
formed.
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Lithuania

The Family

The World

Concealment

1943

1944

October March

SS take over control of
the Kaunas ghetto. It is
reclassified as Kaunas
concentration camp (KZ
Kauen).

Mass deportation of 2,700-3,000
Jews from the Kaunas ghetto to
labour camps in Estonia.

Exhumation and
burning corpses from
mass graves starts.

Alik is smuggled out of
the ghetto and is taken
in by the Macenavicius
family.

Amid rumours of

Mara visits the foundry
and sees the box for

: ] Irena Veisaité, Mara’s
the first time.

cousin, leaves the ghetto
to be harboured by a
Lithuanian family.

Joseph and Mara
marry quietly.

Italy declares war )
on Germany. Heavy allied

bombing of Berlin.

The Red Army

liberates Kiev. . )
Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin
meet in Teheran.

Himmler orders that Gypsies are
the same status as Jews and are to
be placed in concentration camps.

imminent ‘actions’ the
three Kagans enter the
box, earlier than planned.

October 1943 - July 1944

April

All remaining ghetto
institutions, including the
Altenstrat, are liquidated.

The Children’s Action. 1,300
of the ghetto’s youngest and
oldest are taken to the 9th
fort and killed.

Sophie and Grandfather
Shtrom are among those
taken to their deaths in the
Children’s Action.

Vytautas' secret is
uncovered by his

wife.

Joseph builds a
coffin for his Mother.

German forces
occupy Hungary.

The first transports of
Hungarian Jews arrive in
Auschwitz.

The ghetto is set ablaze by the Germans.
The majority of those in hiding within the
ghetto boundaries are burned to death.

Soviet troops
occupy Vilnius.

Germans commence 6 day
liquidation of KL-Kauen. Part
killed in the place, others - to
Dachau and Stutthof.

Zhenia Shtrom is
transferred to the Stutthof
concetration camp.

Garkovsky is
arrested.

D.Day - Normandy
landings.

Soviet forces take Yalta.
Liberation of Crimea.
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Liberation

1944

July August

Vilnius is recaptured
by the Red Army.

Lithuania
Soviet troops
enter Kaunas.
Lithuanians are ordered to report
to the Red Army for military service.
Thousands of Lithuanian men go into
hiding.
Mara is almost
The foundry stops discovered in the
production and is hay loft by retreating
closed down. German soldiers.
Concerned that the Germans will Joseph and
The Family destroy the foundry as they retreat, Mara leave
Joseph and Mother leave the box, for Macenavicius
the time being Mara remains. and move into
an apartment in
Mara sees the goat on Kaunas.
the hill and leaves the
box for Macenavicius.
Soviet troops arrive at Macenavicius.
Mother throws herself into their arms.
. o Romania breaks with the
Failed assasination Axis. surrenders to the The newly
attempt on Hitler. Sovi’et Union, and joins the established Estonian
Allies. ' government seizes
The World the government
The Warsaw buildings from the
uprising begins. Germans.
The French resistance begins
an uprising in Paris.
The Soviet army
o enters Bucharest.
Paris is
liberated.
164

July 1944 - February 1945

Mara takes a job as a
secretary in the Building
Commissary.

Alik is adopted by Snieckus -
the leader of the Lithuanian
Communist Party.

They take in a 12 year
old orphan girl, Aviva,
who was also saved
by Macenavicius.

The first major battle on
German soil in Aachen.

Hitler leaves his wartime

104

November Jan

Mara and her small group of
surviving friends throw a party
in Vilnius to celebrate the new
year.

Zhenia Shtrom

takes her own

life in Stutthoff
concentration camp.

Mara learns how and when
her father died.

Mara agrees to leave Lithuania and
head for England with Joseph.

Hitler enters the
bunker.

headquarters in Eastern

Warsaw uprising is
quashed by the Germans.
The Soviet army make no
move to assist the Poles.

Romania is fully liberated

by the Red Army and
Romanian troops.

Prussia and goes to Berlin.

Soviet troops enter a
devastated Warsaw.

Himmler gives the order to
destroy the gas chambers
at Auschwitz.
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Mi ration February 1945 - June 1946
g y

1046

February April May August Oct March June

EEessssssssss———— 1945

Swiftly followed by a
series of mass arrests and
deportation of thousands

The Red Army
reconquers Lithuania

from Nazis. of Lithuanians to Siberia.
. . Soviet offer of
Lithuania amnesty to partisans Second
and those avoiding The ‘Iron Curtain’ falls on Lithuania. wave of
military service.

deportations
of Lithuanians

to Ural.
h and Mar
A s They travel to Lublin. Joseph travels to
the Zionist Underground Mara becomes They arrive in Vienna on the roof
movement and leave for pregnant and has an Bucharest and make of a train in an effort
Poland. Ao e ofHa abortion. contact with the to find work.
mother’s death in British Consul. They receive their
Stutthoff. ] British visas and are
The Family They travel Mother gets a visa cleared for travel to
Mara and Joseph south by They are set upon and leaves for Israel. England.
arrive in Bialystock Lhey §p\?vnd afew cattle truck to by drunk Russian
s Sﬁgigd tirfﬁ;vcore LR soldiers. Mara grabs They are given work and
by the scale of the S TRalciTayEs accomodation at the Mara and Joseph
devastation. 2B summer house of the British arrive in Bradford,
Consul on Lake Snagov. West Yorkshire -

their new home.

Dachau concentration

e US drops atomic bomb on
camp is liberated by the

Hiroshima and three days

Franklin D. Roosevelt dies
suddenly. Harry S. Truman

Soviet troops

enter Auschwitz. Tine Brfitls o

Budapest ends becomes president of US US Army. later on Nagasaki.
with Soviet ’
MR Siege of Berlin begins. Hitler marrries Eva Braun
Yalta conference. US and British and they commit suicide | S d
Roosevelt, Churchill forces cross together. 2| pelafeiolisiale i=lne:
and Stalin begin to th . Bergen-Belsen . VJ Day.
. e Rhine at . . © fire
The World discuss post war . concentration camp is Easeiine.
h Finfl EE liberated by the British VE Day. Nuremburg
spheres of influence. oy trials begin. Churchill delivers his
Nazi Germany army surrenders semmz}a\l ‘Iron Curtain”
i : speech.
Allied bombing Mussolini is captured in Italy unconditionally to the Allies. P
devastates the city of while trying to escape. He is
Dresden. hanged the following day. , ,
166 Berlin surrenders and Soviet 167

troops enter the bunker complex.
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A& RGLET:
L BB T B Archyvinis Juozapo laiSkas Marai
PPePTe netrukus po jy pirmojo susitikimo
[ LA gete, ant Anglijoje pirkto uzrasy
popieriaus.
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Archive letter from Joseph to . ¥

Mara written shortly after their
first meeting in the ghetto, on
notepaper brought from England.

T =

(Unfortunately)
Viliampole
7th Sept 1943

My Dear Mara,

| much regret not being able to come round
tonight as expected. | fear my wounds are
getting the better of me and have managed to
put me into bed.

Tomorrow | am looking forward to a long and
miserable day, as | am going to work.

A visit from you tomorrow evening, dear
Margaret, would be just what | need, and much
appreciated by a sincere friend. It would help
my poor bored spirit (and your poor English)
immensely.

My respects to Mrs Shtrom and love to old friend
Alex.

Hoping that my invitation will reach you in a
Samaritan mood and be accepted.

| remain
ever yours

(Deja)
Vilijampolé
1943 m.rugséjo 7 d.

Mano brangioji Mara,

labai apgailestauju, kad negalé€jau atvykti Sj vakara,
kaip tikéjausi. Bijau, kad suzeidimai baigia mane
iveikti ir paguldyti j lova.

Rytoj manes laukia ilga ir liidna diena, nes eisiu j
darba.

Tavo apsilankymas rytoj vakare, brangioji
Margarita, baty kaip tik tai, ko man reikia. A, tavo
nuoSirdus draugas, btciau uz tai labai dékingas.
Tai labai padéty mano vargsei nuobodziaujanciai
dvasiai (ir tavo prastai angly kalbai).

Pagarba poniai Stromienei ir meilé senam
draugui Aleksui.

Tikiuosi, mano kvietimas pasieks tave nusiteikusia
samarietiSkai ir bus priimtas.

AS lieku
visada tavo
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Galiausiai...

Sio projekto niekada nebaty pavyke
igyvendinti be keleto nepaprasty Zzmoniy
pagalbos, kuriems esu be galo dékinga.

Virginijai Vitkienei, Anai Kocegarovai-
Maj, Daivai Price ir visai ,Kaunas 2022"
komandai, sumaniusiai atvezti, IS tamsos*
i Kaung ir tikeéjusiai tuo nuo pat pradziy.
Paulinai Pukytei, kuri 2017 m. pirma
kartg pakvieté mane j Kauno bienale,
kur ir prasidéjo Si nepaprasta kelioné.
O labiausiai — Justinai Petrulionytei-
Sabonienei uz atkaklumag ir talents,
pavertusj realybe ir paroda, ir Sia knyga.
Ir uz tai, kad buvo nuolatinis palaikymo ir
patarimy Saltinis.

Buvo akimirky, kai atrode — projekto
nejgyvendinsime, jau vien dél to, kad
ilgai neradome tinkamy namy Siai
parodai. Ir tuomet j pagalba atéjo Edvinas
Mamedovas, pasilles savo puiky pastata
ir dosniai leides mums juo naudotis
taip, kaip norime. Be jo ir UAB ,Optina*“
komandos visa tai blty buve nejmanoma.

Noriu padékoti ir tiems zmonéms, kurie
keliavo su manimi Siuo keliu nuo pat jo
pradzios 2015 m. Vic Allen ir visiems
,Dean Clough* kolegoms, pasitliusiems

B

S tamsos” pirmuosius namus. David
Willis, kuris visa laika buvo Salia kaip
nuolatinis sveiko proto, draugijos ir
iSmintingy patarimy Saltinis. Lewis Sharp,
mano beprotiskoms idéjoms suteikusiam
Lelektroninj pavidala* ir niekada
nesakiusiam ,,ne‘“. Mano iStikimam drauguy
ir Seimos bdriui, kurie klausesi (be galo)
ir pataringjo (rGpestingai), drasino bei
skatino mane. Atleiskite, jei nepaminiu
jasuy visy vardais, bet jas zinote, kas esate.
O labiausiai — savo nuostabiam vyrui
Andy uz nepalauziama tikéjima, meile ir
kantrybe.

Ir galiausiai esu dékinga tiems, kuriy jau
nebéra su mumis, bet be kuriy nebity
ka pasakoti. Mano tévams Margaritai
ir Juozapui Kaganams, tetai Irenai
Veisaitei, dédéms Aleksandrui Stromui
ir Valdemarui Ginsburgui. Jie émesi
pareigos kalbéti apie savo skaudzig
praeitj tam, kad mes galétume gyventi
geriau. Batent jy vilties ir meilés palikimas
yra Sio projekto Serdis, ir uz tai esu jiems
skolinga daugiau nei jmanoma pasakyti
zodziais.

This project could never have happened
without the help of some extraordinary
people along the way to whom | owe a
huge debt of thanks.

To Virginija Vitkiené, Ana Kocegarova Maj,
Daiva Citvariene Price, and the whole
team at Kaunas 2022, who had the idea
to bring this work to Kaunas and believed
in it from the outset. To Paulina Pukyté
who first invited me to Kaunas to the
Biennial in 2017 which was the start of
this remarkable journey. And most of all
to Justina Petrulionyté-Sabonienée, for
her tenacity and talent in making both
the show and this book a reality, and
being a constant source of support and
guidance.

There were times along the way when it
seemed impossible, not least because
there appeared to be no place that would
provide a suitable home for the work.
And then came Edvinas Mamedovas
with an offer of his superb building and
the generosity to allow us to make use
of it as we wished. Without him and the
team at Optina we would have been out
in the cold.
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and finally...

There are also those who have been with
this journey since the very beginning
back in 2015. Vic Allen and everyone
at Dean Clough who offered Out of
Darknessiit's very first home. David Willis,
who has been at my side throughout
and been a constant source of common
sense, companionship, and sage advice.
Lewis Sharp, for bringing my crazy
ideas to electronic life, and never saying
no. My stalwart group of friends and
family who have listened (endlessly) and
advised (carefully) and cheered me up
and cheered me on. Forgive me if | don't
mention you all by name, but you know
who you are. And most of all to my lovely
husband Andy, for his unflinching belief,
encouragement, love and patience.

And finally, to those who are no longer
with us, but without whom there would
be no story to tell. My parents Margaret
and Joseph Kagan, my aunt Irena Veisaité
and my uncle Valdemar Ginsburg. They
made it their life's work to speak of their
painful past so that we may live a better
life. It is their legacy of hope and love that
are the heart of this project, and for that |
owe them more than | can say.
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